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Learning From Despar

Today | want to talk aboutsuffering. And over thenext couple weeks | want to try to
make some sense out of a couple specific kindsof suffering. Specificaly today, | want to
talk about despair.

| could never stand up here and pretend to explain to you the exact cause for al of the
suffering and evil of theworld. Like thisrecent TsunaniEl n noteven goingto try to
give you the Godseye-view of tha one

| remember taking my senior seminar in college on Orhe Problem of EvilOand sitting
aroundthis small table with a bund of philosophy magjors trying to figure out howthere
can beanything like agoodand loving creator in aworld full of so much pan and evil.
That was awaste of time. | don®think the Lord was too impressed by our critiquing and
judging his rulership of the universe.

Anyway, so | could never explain to you exactly why such-n-such hgppened, or why
great aunt Betty died at the prime of life, etc. And1®n notgoingto try to.

Thisisn®really what 1@n going to betalking about, butjus so you know, | persondly do
notbeieve tha al suffering and pain are God® specific will in every specific situaion.
Some people maintain very strongly that, because God is able to prevent pain, suffering,
evil, etc. hisfailure to do so demandsthat such thingsare His perfect will. | don®bdieve
tha to beanecessary conduson, thoughl know tha some hype-Calvinists would love
to debate me ontha point. In my opinion, thiskind of rigid deerminism makes nonense
out of any conacept of warfare or intercessory prayer.

| beieve tha there certainly is an extent to which God uses human suffering as, as CS
Lewis putsit Ga megaphoneto rouse adeaf worldO But, | also knowthereto beis
suffering and pain tha is simply theresult of God®@decision to allow this world to be
inhabited and govened by free moral agentsEbot h human and demonic. Andso, in a
sense, God is aways the primary cause of all things, being the creator of all. But, much
can happen within the spheae of His creation tha runscounter to his desires and, as
Genesis 6 points out so tragically, can even cause God grief and remorse.

| findthat very difficult to square with rigid determinism.
But tha@ actudly notreally my point thismorning. My pointisredly to try to make

some senge of our some of our daly trials, struggles, and painsby looking at God®
ultimate purpose for usas outlined in the Scriptures.



And thereasonthat | want to look at thistoday is not so that we can undestand
theologically why a goodGod would alow bad things | don©know how hepful such a
theological undestanding is when you@e actudly in pan.

How many of you have noticed tha, when you@e grieving over theloss of aloved one it
doesn@usudly hdp to have some well-meaning friend come over to you and whisper
some great, well-thoughout theological explanation.

Thereason| want to look at it issimply so tha, with some of our sufferings we will not
misinterpret or waste our sorrows. If we know some of wha God is trying to accomplish
throughourtrials, then perhgoswe can partner with Him in bringing aboutHis desired
end.

To begin undestanding this, we need to first understand what the Holy Spirit is always
tryingtodoinourlives. AndlI think withouttaking thetime to provethisfromthe
Scriptures, its safe to say tha the Holy Spirit istrying to Gionform usto theimage of
ChrissORomans 8:29. Tha@thegod. Now | have said nothing of themeans, buttha®
thegod.

So the Father is after a people being conformed to theimage of Christ. And if youQre
been with usat al this year, youWe heard me say tha has very littleto dowiththe
imitating of Christ@life, and amog everythingto do with theimpartation of Christ@
life.

But, this beéng God@ god, the very first thing that the Holy Spirit must dois convince us
of the ther-nessOof Jesus Christ. What do| mean by that? | mean tha we absolutely
need to see tha Christ is, by nature, something entirely different and contrary to wha we
are by nature.

This may seem very obviousto someoneat first glance, buttheway | lived my lifefor
many years proved to me tha | didn®really beievethis. You see, until we truly come
fact to face with theredlity tha the Fathe islooking for something from ustha we could
never produc, then we will aways try to produceit, or imitate it, in theflesh.

But Christ is something entirely different than man. His naure, Hislife, His character, is
not OmitatableQ It cannotbe copied by man. It can only beformed in man. [t cannot
bereproduced. Itisaoneand-only of its Kind.

Thewill of manis, at its best, still another will, and not Christ@. And left to its own
devices, it iscontrary to Christ. Themind of manis, at its best, still another mind, and
notChrist@. And genedly it is contrary to theways of God. Therighteousess of man
is, at its best, a counerfeit righteousess that |saiah calls Gilthy rags0

We could go right on down thelist with comparing man to the Gther-nessOof Christ.



*  Wecan seethisvery clearly shortly after thefall of Adam, when man began to
reproduce and fill theearth and God looked down and grieved. Gen 6:5 Then
the LORD saw tha thewickedness of man was great on the earth, and tha
every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 The
LORD was sorry tha He had made man on the earth, and Hewas grieved in
His heart.

»  We need to undestand that that was God® perspective of al of humanity
apart fromHislife. 1@®n sureif youlived in tha day you could try to argue
and say, well what aboutthis or that, isn@tha good? But, compared to His
nther-nessCEH is Life, His righteousess, His goodnes, He could truly say
(notexaggeating) Gevery intent of thethougtts of his heart was only evil
continudly.O

T Audin-Sparks saysit like this QVe cannotproduce from this nature anything
acceptable to God. All that can ever cometo Godisin Christ along notinus It never
will, inthislife, bein usasours. It will always bethedifference between Christ and
ourselves. ThoughHe beresident within us He and He only isthe object of the Divine
goodpleasure and satisfaction, and theonebasic lessonyou and | haveto learnin this
life, unde the Holy Spirit tuition and revelation and disciplineis that He is other than
we areE. When you have come to your best, there is still a gulf between you and the
beginnings of Christ that cannot be bridged. O

And friends its not safe to assume we have fully learned tha lesson until we have ceased
trying to offer Godthefruit of ourown labars. Here isthedange in notcomprehending
this. tha we will confuse thegod of Godto have an increase of Christ within uswith an
imitation of Christ in theflesh. Thisisatragic mistakeEa nd it@& the very onetha Adam
madein thegarden of Eden. Rather than partake of thelife of God onthe Tree of Life,
hewas lead to bdieve that he could belike God of himself.

And so to keep usfrom making that mistake agan and aganE. and as ameansof hdping
theHoly Spirit in teaching usthis fundamental reality, God gave his people the Law of
Moses. Why wasthe Law given to the people? Wasit so tha by keepingit they could
maintain arighteousess tha was acceptable to God. Well wha does the New Testament
say abouttheLaw.
 ItisaOninistry of condennation® Corinthians3:9
» ItisaOninistry of desthO2 Corinthians3:7
« Ot was given so that transgression would increaseO Rom 5:20
* Ga 3:10;] Forasmany as are of theworks of theLaw are unde acurse; foritis
written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO DOESNOT ABIDEBY ALL
THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW, TO PERFORM THEM."
e Ga 3:19; Why theLaw then?It was added because of tranggressions

Friends we need to undestand this. ThelLaw was given so tha man would seeit and
never hopethat, from themselves, they would never ever beableto liveuptoit. They
would never bdieve thelie tha Adam bdieved tha they could belike God from



themselves. It was called a Gninistry of condemnaionCbecause it was given to condenn
our attempts to belike Christ withoutthe impartation of thelife of Christ.

My little brother was preaching at his Vineyard Church in Michigan and said something
tha struck me asreally true He said hewas driving along and came across oneof those
signsin thefront of churches and it read Orhe 10 commandments ~ God®ingruction
manud® Now tha@ aclever saying, butistha what Jesusand the apodles say isthe
purpo< of the Law.

What if, you were driving down the street and you saw a sign that said Qhe 10
commandments ~ given so that transgresson would increaseQ Or Qhe 10
commandments ~ a ministry of desth and condemnaionO Some people mightwant to
tear tha down as heresy. But these are direct quotes fromthe New Testament.

Butletsbeclear here. TheLaw isn@evil. Itis, onthecontrary, (holy, righteous and
goodO Romans7. Butit becomes acurse, a ministry of condemnation, aministry of
death for all who, in theflesh, strive to reproduce Christ@ naure by keeping it.

* Ga 3:10;] Forasmany asare of theworks of theLaw are unde acurse; forit is
written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO DOESNOT ABIDEBY ALL
THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW, TO PERFORM THEM."

Andthat is, in my opinion, why jug aboutthevery first thing we see when reading the
New Testament is the Sermon onthe Mountwhere Jesusactudly makes theLaw even
harder to obey. Heraisesthebar severa nofches, jud in case there were some who had
deceived themselves into thinking they werelivingupto it (and we know there were
many from reading of the Pharisees and Sadducees)

He says you®e heard that aman who lies with his neighboi@ wife has committed
adultery, butl tell youthat if youeven look at her with desire it isthe sameO

He says Gyou®e heard it said that killingaman ismurder, butl tell you tha heting aman
ismurder in your heartO

And those who were listen mug have droppel their jaws and said QLord, if thisbetrue,
then who then can be saved? O Of course, we know they did say that. And JesusO
responge was Qvith man (tha KIND) you@e right, itsimpossible. BINGO. But with
God, something can be doneaboutthisQ ( And hewasn®jus saying that something can
be doneto forgive you of your failures. Something can be doneto cause youto live this

way. )

CBo get thisinto your hearts, disciples, wha the Father is desiring and requiring is
something completely ther-thanOwhat you are or are able to reproduce or imitate. Let
thissink into your ears, my listeners, tha theway you are required to live is absolutely
impossible in theflesh. Youcannotimitate my life, you mug bebom agan into it and
haveit formed in you.



And so the Law, and the Sermon onthe Mount and theteachingsof Jesusare divindy
intendad to leave usin despair. Thisis getting usback to oneof my main points. The
Spirit of Godistryingto bring usto despar. To aplace where we will despar of every
attempt to belike Christ apart from Christ. Where we will despar of produdang anything
from our lives acceptable to God apart from Christ. Where we will despair of every last
attempt to imitate Christ and so, ingead, look to bring an increase of Christ within us

Agan, let me quoie T Audin-Sparks GHave you not learned thelesson of despar yet? Is
it necessary for theHoly Spirit to make youdespar agan? Why not have one good
despair and get it all over? Why despair every few days? Only because you are still
hunting around for something, somewhere, some rag of goodness in yourself that
you can present to God that will please Him, satisfy Him, and answer to His
requirements. You will never find it. Settle it today.

Friends | wonde how much of our pan and inward trials are our failing to learn this
fundamental lesson. Tha@wha | want to ponde today. | wonde how much of our self
condannaion, self-hatred, insecurity, fear of failure, etc. are because we are till
Ohuning aroundGor something, ANY THING, tha we can show for ourselves, for our
lives, for our ministries, for wha we can produc, for wha we can do with our gifting,
for wha we can build for God apart from an inaease of Christinus  Arewe still trying
to bring to the L ord the offering of Cain (thefruit of his labors, thefruit of the earth)
when all He wantsislife of thedain Lamb (which Abd broughtto Him)?

You see, until we despair of livingin theflesh for God, He will keep sending usback to
despair to learn its al-important lesson. To learn thelesson of theLaw. Do you see
that that is out of love? Do youseetha it isthekindest and mog tende thingtha a
loving Father could do. Do you see tha, until we learn tha lesson, it isimpossible for us
to experience therest that He has prepared for us

 In dedingwith your children, haven®some of you, as parents, allowed in your
love and wisdom, what you could have prevented by your power? Haven®you,
outof love hdd yourself back fromintervening because there was alesson so
dear, so important, you knew they couldn®advance withoutlearningit.

Y our heavenly Father knows where there is peace, joy, life, contentmentEH e knows its
in Christ. And so out of adesire for theincarease of Christ, and out of alonging for you
to find freedom and peace He prepared for you, He will et you bunp into tha wall of
flesh again and again.

| bdieve Jesuswas always doing this with those who were following Him.

« Onetime aman came up to him and said Qvha mug | doto have eternd life, and
Jesus said thow do you read the LawQ and theman read off alist of
commandments. And Jesussimply said to HimE QGlo these thingsand you will
liveCE. sending this man back to learn thelesson of theimpossibility of keeping
theLaw.



o He could have said @oodluck, you® never doitQ But hesaid Qyoforit,
and see what it teaches youO
» Onesaid to Jesus Gl of these things! have kept from my childhooduntl nowO
And Jesusgoes right to the heart of this youngman@ failure and said ok, sell
everything and follow meQ And the man hunghis head and walked away in
despar. AndJesuslovingly left him aloneto wrestle with tha despair.

Do you see what Jesusistrying to do? He@ trying to bring them to despair. Not because
hedoesn®lovethem, butbecause HE DOES!  He cannotconvince them throughwords
so He iswanting them to be convinced throughlife, throughexperience, tha On theflesh
dwells no goodthingOthat Gheflesh profits nothingCthat Gapart from me you can do
nothingO

He wants them to despair of any goodnes in themselves apat from Him. He wants them
to see tha goodnes tha Adam was destined for was ended the moment tha Adam tried
to belike God apart from partaking of the Life of God.

« Andto make thisreally clear, onae aman came up to Jesusand said GGood
teacherEO and asked Him a question. And Jesusrespondel Ofime out Beforel
even ansver your question, lets get onethingreally redlly clear. Tha word
QoodQha you jus throughout so casudly. Thereisonly onesource of
goodnes, and it has nothingto dowith man. And so unless you know meto be
God, don®lightly use theword @QyoodO

Jesus did the same thing with thedisciples. Think aboutthiswith me. On tha find
night, when they were all boesting and protesting tha, no matter wha happened, they
would stand with Jesus  They said Qve are ready to go to death with youO And Geven if
al are scattered | will stand® And Jesusdoesn®argue only to Peter he says Qherooger
wont crow three times before you deny meCEa nd leavesiit at tha.

Y ou see, Jesus could have said Qisten guys we®e going to bein agarden tonight, and
then there@ going to be a big crowd. And hee@wha to doE. Peter dor® pull outyour
sword. Andwhen they say such-n-such dor® run away, because | actudly am planning
onusngyou to heal alame man in thetemplein about50 days, etc.O

No, helet them faceit. Helet them cometo see wha they were, and were nat, capable of
produdng from themselves. Helet them see how brave theflesh really was. He let them
see how faithful man could be He let them see what they were made of, apart from
partaking of Hislife. Andsimply said Qhe spirit iswilling, but theflesh is weakEa nd
you@e still in theflesh®

And so here@ my paoint thismorning. Have you learned thelesson of despar yet? Some
of you are hutting, and it has nothing to do with this lesson of the Holy Spirit. So don®
try to make thisfit. But some of youmay belooking at your lives and wondeing, O
wonde if thisiswhat theLord has been trying to teach me in this seasonO



Maybe God wants me to have jus onemore despar and get it over withEa nd seeits
purmpo< to betheend of self. Maybe God@®@been trying to get meto give up?



