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The Trinity 
 

I want to share a little bit about the Trinity this morning.  Sometimes I choose my sermon topics based 
on questions that IÕve been asked.  This is one of those times.  WeÕve been talking so much about Christ 
and the cross in respect to salvation.  And actually Christ as salvation.  Some have had questions 
regarding the other persons of the Godhead.   
 
So, as always when I talk about a specific biblical concept, I want to try to clear up some 
misconceptions, and bring the truth more clearly into view.   
 
I remember back when I was 20 or 21 I was fascinated with the study of the Trinity. I donÕt know 
exactly what fascinated me about it.  I suppose it was the fact that it both offended my mind but felt 
wonderful to my heart.   So I began reading whatever I could find on the trinity.   
 
I remember reading some Augustine, some CS Lewis, some of the Catholic Christian writings from the 
16th century. I remember being particularly excited about an essay that Jonathan Edwards wrote on the 
Trinity. 
 
But, though I have read some on the Trinity, I donÕt consider myself to know very much about it. I 
honestly donÕt think there are any experts out there.  After all of my study, the doctrine of the Trinity is 
still awkward for the natural mind, but beautiful and sweet in my spirit.   
 
So I donÕtÕ want to try to explain the Trinity today in any kind of comprehensive way.  And IÕm not 
going to stand up here and give you a bunch of natural examples about how something can be three-in-
one like the classic water analogy (steam, water, ice), or the flame (flame, heat, light), or the person 
(body, soul, spirit).   I donÕt know how helpful those really are.   I simply want to make some 
clarifications, specifically with regards to the roles of the three persons of the Godhead in the salvation 
of mankind.   
 
Let me start by saying the word Trinity is not found in the bible.  You all probably know that.  But it is 
taught clearly from the first page to the last.  From the very beginning where God says ÒLet Us make 
man in our imageÓ (indicating plurality) to the very end.   
 
Sometimes the Trinity is seen plainly in Scripture in both Old Testament and New.  Like the verse we 
just quoted from Genesis 
 

Gen 1:26 ¶ Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness 
 
Or later in Genesis 11 at the tower of Babel 
 

Gen 11:7 "Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, so that they will not understand 
one another's speech." 
 



Then there are some very clear passages from the Prophets like: 
 

Is 42:1 "Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one {in whom} My soul delights. I have put 
My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the nations. 

 
Is 48:16 "Come near to Me, listen to this: From the first I have not spoken in secret, From the time it 
took place, I was there. And now the Lord GOD has sent Me, and His Spirit." 

 
And then, of course, there are so many places in the New Testament where Jesus and the Apostles speak 
of all three as distinct but yet One.   Even the one incident where all three have a simultaneous 
manifestation in the natural world at the baptism of Jesus Ð The Father speaks from heaven audibly, the 
Spirit descends as a dove, and the Son is baptized.   
 
My point isnÕt to prove the trinity from the Scriptures.  But, like I said, I do want to make sure we have 
some understanding of the Trinity Ð what it is and what its not.   
 
One of the somewhat popular misconceptions of the Trinity is the ÒJesus OnlyÓ teaching.  Or ÒOneness 
PentecostalismÓ Ð which teaches that Jesus is really the only one, and sometimes He called himself 
Father and Spirit, but that there are no distinct persons in the Godhead.   I donÕt feel that I have to spend 
a lot of energy convincing anyone about the inaccuracy of that view.    
 
Just a simple look at the baptism of Jesus alone can debunk that idea.  How could He alone be baptized, 
speaking from Heaven , and descending upon Himself as a dove.  ThatÕs weird.   
 
But just as the pendulum can swing over that direction, it can swing back too far the other direction and 
equally away from the truth.  We are Trinitarians and not tri-theist.  Do you know what I mean by that? 
 
We believe that there is ONE God and not three.  There are three distinct persons in the one Godhead.  
There is distinction without separation.  They are one in Spirit, they share the same life.  
 
Its tricky to talk much beyond what I just said.  But we must be clear that Christians are mono-theists.  
We believe in one God who exists eternally in three persons.  I know that that is difficult to wrap our 
minds around, but it is the clear teaching of Scripture.  The same Jesus that said Ònot my will, Father, but 
yours be doneÓ also said Òthe Father and I are oneÓ.   
 
The reason I feel the need to clear this up is because sometimes, especially in charismatic churches I 
think, we talk about God as though there are three of them.   
 
IÕve heard people say, Òman, I feel close to the Holy Spirit, but really far away from the FatherÓ.  Or ÒI 
know the Father loves me, but I donÕt know if the Holy Spirit likes to come to my meetingsÓ.  Or ÒI can 
tell that youÕre really close to Jesus, but do you feel that you have a good relationship with the Father?Ó 
 
Friends, thatÕs dangerously close to tri-theism, and we need to be careful to remember that we have one 
God.   
 
The reason I say that I find it more predominant in charismatic churches is because we actually 
experience the Holy Spirit, or sometimes ÒfeelÓ the FatherÕs love, etc.  That is wonderful, but it 



shouldnÕt make us think that we are experiencing just one of our three Gods to the exclusion of the 
others. 
 
And there are sometimes in Scripture where the three Persons are seemingly used interchangeably.  Lets 
just look briefly at one example of that.    
 

Rom 8:9 ¶ However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in 
you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him. 10 If Christ is in 
you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness. 
11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ 
Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in 
you. 

 
OkÉ. I say all of that by way of introduction.  ThatÕs not really my main point about the Trinity this 
morning, but I had to get that out of the way because I think that the pendulum can swing back too far 
away from ÒOneness PentecostalismÓ and slide over into tri-theism.   
 
My main point is to look at the individual roles of the Trinity with regard to our salvation.  Now, of 
course, when I speak of individual roles we always have to keep in the back of our mind this ontological 
reality of oneness in the Godhead.   We can talk about individual roles.   I think the Bible does that.  But 
lets just remember they share one life, and are one in spirit.  
 
And when I say that I want to talk about the individual roles with regard to salvation, that is going to 
limit our scope. I donÕt want to try to be exhaustive about everything the Holy Spirit or Father is 
described as doing in the Scriptures.  I want to paint with broad strokes this morning and see if we canÕt 
understand this thing in generalities.   
 
SoÉ. to do this, I want us to imagine that weÕre a fly on the wall in heaven overhearing a plan and 
purpose of God before the world was even created.    
 
So there are no people, no earth, no plants, not light and darkness, no nothing.  Its just the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit in the counsel of their own Godhead.   And youÕre a fly.  Maybe youÕre an angelic 
flyÉs ince there was no earth creation.   
 
And of course this is a made up conversationÉI Õm not claiming to have received this in a revelation.  
But itÕs not totally random either.  I believe its quite Scripturally sound.     
 
So hereÕs GodÉF ather, Son, and Spirit.  And the Father looks at His Son (who Hebrews 1 says is the 
exact representation of the Father, and the radiance of His glory) and says ÒSon, you are awesome.  You 
are beautiful.  You are perfection.  It would be impossible to ever want or need anything beyond all that 
you are.  You are the sum total of all that is good and righteous and loving and etc, etc.Ó   
 
And Jesus says Òthanks, DadÓ 
 
And then the Father says ÒSon, I have a plan. IÕve been sort of mulling it over for a few million years, do 
you want to hear it?Ó   
 
And the Son says Òof course, FatherÓ 



 
And the Father says ÒWell, like I was saying, How could I ever want anything beyond all that you are.  
There is nothing lacking.  There is nothing missing.  But I have this idea to create a universe.  And in 
that universe IÕll have a galaxy.  And in that galaxy IÕll have a planet.  And on that planet IÕll create 
humans.   And IÕll create them and IÕll allow them to fill the earth.Ó 
 
And the Son says ÒOkÉbut  why?Ó 
 
And the Father says ÒWell, obviously SonÉH umanity in and of itself isnÕt exactly what IÕm after.  But 
hereÕs the second part of my plan.  I give them your very life to fill them.  I cause them to be filled 
with your life, your nature.  I make them into individual expressions of your life.  Individual 
manifestations of You!. You see, JesusÉI  want sons and daughters.  But You are perfect and can never 
be improved upon, so IÕm going to fill them with You.   Then I can have millions of beloved children, 
all unique, ALL JOINED TO ME IN YOU, AND all bringing forth from themselves unique and 
beautiful expressions of your One unique life.   
 
ÒDo you see what IÕm saying Son?  I am sending you to join Yourself to them in life, and bring them 
into a union of life with Me forever as their FatherÓ.   
 
And Jesus stops and thinks for a minute.  He looks into the future at what created humanity will be like 
and says ÒFather, I love the plan, but I see a major problems with it.  Humanity will fall and be corrupt.  
How can you impart my life into a corrupt and fallen creation?    
 
And then the Holy Spirit chimes in and says ÒAnd hereÕs another problemÉ .even if you somehow 
forgive them and do impart life into them, their spiritual eyes are so blind and their mind is so darkened.  
They will never believe it, they will not understand it, they wont realize it, and therefore they wont walk 
by that life.  Not understanding what theyÕve been given, they will continue to just live as humans with 
the seed of life within them never growing. 
 
And then the Father responds and says ÒI already thought of both of those problems.   And I have 
solutions to them both.  The first one is costly, the second one is comforting.  The answer to the 
fallenness and corruption is, of course, a sacrifice.  And of course it has to be a sacrifice that punishes 
and kills the entire kind of fallen humanity.  And Son, you must be that Sacrifice.  It is impossible to 
give them your life, until your death punishes and removes theirs. You’re death will prepare the 
way.  Will you do it?Ó 
 
Jesus answers Òyes, FatherÓ.   
 
And the Father says Òthen Son, its as good as done.  You will be called the Lamb slain before the 
foundation of the worldÓ 
 
And Spirit says ÒWhat about the other problem?Ó 
 
And the Father answers ÒYou Spirit are the answer to that problem.  Once they have been give life, you 
are right, they will still try to live by their own.  They will not understand, they will not believe, their 
eyes will be darkened.  But Holy Spirit, you will be given to them, and Your job description will be to 
teach them what they have been given, to reveal ChristÕs life in them so that they can bring forth the 
fruit of His lifeÓ.   



 
And then Jesus throws in the final question Òwell, what is the end result?  Where is this all going?Ó 
 
And the Father says Òthe end is that, for eternity, they become my children and I become their Father.  
They live in us, share our life, and experience and enjoy the river of life in the Spirit and the 
unfathomable revealing of Christ for ever and ever.   Ò 
 
 
OkÉs o, as I said, that was very very general.  Many things were left out.  For instance, I didnÕt mention 
anything about the Holy SpiritÕs role in the giving of spiritual gifts.  ThatÕs obviously a big one.  I didnÕt 
mention the Sons role in judgment.  Like I said, IÕm trying to paint with broad strokes a picture of the 
roles of the trinity with respect to their roles in the salvation of mankind.   
 
And, of course we know that salvation isnÕt a thing that Jesus gave you.  Its Jesus being given 
HimselfÉa nd our experiencing of Jesus as the Spirit reveals Him.    
 
But what I want to do just now in order to conclude is to look at this story again, but this time not from a 
made up conversation, but from the Scriptures.   
 
Remember the Father said that he had this eternal plan that HeÕd been pondering for millions of years.  
Lets look at Ephesians 1 
 

Eph 1:4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy 
and blameless before Him. In love 5.  He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus 
Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, 

 
Friends, you may have heard me say this before, but this predestined plan here is not about your choice.  
HeÕs not talking about predestining your choice.  HeÕs talking about predestining that all that He would 
have, He would have it in the Son.  HeÕs talking about a plan before the foundation of the world to have 
you sharing the life of His Son.  ThatÕs the predestined purpose.   
 
So then, remember JesusÕ first objection?  How can I join myself to them, give them my life, and bring 
them back into a relationship of union with You if they are what they are? 
 
Lets look at John 14 
 

John 14:2 "In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; 
for I go to prepare a place for you. 3 "If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
receive you to Myself, that where I am, {there} you may be also.:4 "And you know the way where I 
am going."  

 
Friends the FatherÕs house isnÕt some building.  Its not just some place where He isÉi ts HIM.   In the 
next verse, Thomas asks Him Òhow can we follow, if we donÕt know where youÕre going? 
 
Jesus answers ÒIÕm going to the Father, Thomas, and IÕm taking you with me.   But firstÉl ong, long ago 
I made a promise to my father that I would prepare the way by paying a price.  I am going to go prepare 
that way now on the cross.  And then I will come again in resurrection life and receive you UNTO 
MYSELF.  I will join to you myself. We will share a life, Thomas!.   And then, when you are in Me, you 



will be united with the Father.  ThatÕs the plan of God.  ThatÕs the eternal purpose.  ThatÕs the 
predestined plan.   
 
ÒDonÕt worry, Thomas.  Though I die tomorrow, IÕm not going to leave you alone.  IÕm not going to go 
be joined to the Father without you.Ó 
 

John 14:18 ¦  "I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 "After a little while the world 
will no longer see Me, but you {w ill}  see Me; because I live, you will live also. 20 "In that day 
you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. 

 
Now what about the second objection?  Remember He said Òeven if you somehow forgive them and do 
impart my life into them, they will never believe it, they will not understand it, they wont realize it, and 
therefore they wont walk by that life.  Not understanding what theyÕve been given, they will continue to 
just live as humans with the seed of my life within them never growing.Ó 
 
To that, the Father said that the Spirit of God was the solution.   
 

John 14:26 "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach 
you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you. 
 
John 15:26 ¶ "When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, {that is} the Spirit 
of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me, 
 
John 16:13 "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; 
 
John 16:14 "He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose {it} to you. 
 
1 Cor 2:12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that 
we may know the things freely given to us by God, 

 
Or so many other places where there are such things as this spoken by the apostles 
 

Eph 1:17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of 
wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him. 
 
The Spirit of wisdom and revelation is the Holy Spirit. What else could it be?  ThereÕs not another 
spirit given to man.   

 
 
And so if that is a brief outline of some of roles of the persons of the Godhead with respect to salvation.   
 
But lets be very clear about something Ð each member of the Godhead is equally divine, equally 
glorious, equally involved in salvation.   
 
Well, if that is so, why do we preach Christ?  Why was Paul so insistent that he determined to know 
nothing else but Christ and Him crucified?   
 



Very simply because of His specific role and position in salvation with regards to you and I.  Certainly 
not because He is the only one.  Certainly not because He is greater or better in any way.  Only because 
of his role in relation to us.   
 

• Christ became incarnate and was obedient unto death 
• Christ was buried and resurrected 
• Christ fulfilled all of the Old testament types, shadows, prophesies, promises, institutions, laws, 

sacrifices, feasts, etc.  
• Christ was given all authority by the Father 
• Christ was promised Seed, the Messiah, the coming King, the Suffering Servant.  
• And Christ Himself has been appointed as the new covenant in His blood.   
• And it is the FatherÕs good pleasure to glorify His Son 

o To sum up all things in His Son 
o To have Christ fill all things 
o To have all the fullness dwell in His Son 
o That Christ would have the preeminence in all things 

 
Its simply a matter of His role, and nothing like superiority or separation.   
 


