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TheTrinity

| want to share alittle bit aboutthe Trinity thismorning. Sometimes | choose my sermon topics based
on questionstha |&e been asked. Thisis oneof thosetimes. WeQre been talking so much about Christ
andthecrossin respect to salvation. And actudly Christ as salvation. Some have had questions
regarding the other personsof the Godhead.

So, as always when | talk abouta specific biblical concept, | want to try to clear up some
misconceptions and bring the truth more clearly into view.

| remember back when | was 20 or 21 | was fascinated with the study of the Trinity. | don®know
exactly what fascinated me aboutit. | suppo® it wasthefact tha it both offended my mind butfelt
wondeful to my heart. So | began readingwhaever | could find onthetrinity.

| remember reading some Augusgine, some CS Lewis, some of the Catholic Christian writingsfrom the
16" century. | remember being paticularly excited aboutan essay tha Jonahan Edwardswrote onthe
Trinity.

But, thoughl have read some onthe Trinity, | don®consder mysalf to know very much aboutit. |
honestly don®think there are any experts outthere. After all of my study, thedodrineof the Trinity is
still awkward for the natural mind, but beautiful and sweet in my spirit.

So | don@Owant to try to explain the Trinity today in any kind of comprehensve way. And 1@n not
going to stand up here and give you abund of natural examples abouthow something can be three-in-
onelike the classic water andogy (steam, water, ice), or theflame (flame, hesat, light), or the person
(body, soul, spirit). 1 dorn®know how hepful thaseredlly are. | simply want to make some
clarifications specifically with regardsto theroles of thethree pesonsof the Godhexd in the salvation
of mankind.

Let me start by saying theword Trinity isnotfourd in thebible. Youal probaly knowtha. Butitis
taughtclearly from thefirst pageto thelast. Fromthevery beginning where God says Q.et Us make
man in our imageO(indicating plurality) to thevery end.

Sometimes the Trinity is seen plainly in Scripture in both Old Testament and New. Liketheverse we
jug quoted from Genesis

Gen 1:26 q Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness
Or later in Genesis 11 at thetower of Babd

Gen 11:7 "Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, so that they will not understand
one another's speech."



Then there are some very clear passages from the Prophds like:

Is 42:1 "Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one {in whom} My soul delights. I have put
My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the nations.

Is 48:16 "Come near to Me, listen to this: From the first I have not spoken in secret, From the time it
took place, I was there. And now the Lord GOD has sent Me, and His Spirit."

Andthen, of course, there are so many placesin the New Testament where Jesus and the Apogles speak
of all three asdigtinct butyet One Even theoneinddent where al three have a smultaneous
manifestation in the naural world at the bgptism of JesusBThe Father speaks from heaven audibly, the
Spirit descendsas adove andthe Sonis bgptized.

My point isn®to provethetrinity from the Scriptures. But, like| said, | do want to make sure we have
some undestanding of the Trinity Bwha it isand wha its not

One of the somewha popular misconaeptionsof the Trinity is the Qesus OnlyOteaching. Or GDneness
PentecostalismOPwhich teaches that Jesusis really the only one and sometimes He called himself
Father and Spirit, butthat there are no distinct personsin the Godhead. | don®fedl that | have to spend
alot of energy convindng anyoneabouttheinaccuracy of tha view.

Jugt asmplelook at thebaptism of Jesusalonecan debunktha idea. How could He alonebe baptized,
speaking from Heaven , and descending uponHimself asadove Tha@ weird.

But jug asthe pendulum can swing over tha direction, it can swing back too far the other direction and
equdly away fromthetruth. We are Trinitariansand not tri-theist. Do you knowwha | mean by tha?

We bdieve tha thereis ONE God and notthree. There are three distindt personsin the one Godhexd.
Thereisdistinctionwithoutseparation. They are onein Spirit, they share thesame life.

Its tricky to talk much beyondwha | jus said. But we mug beclear tha Christiansare mono-thasts.
We bdieve in oneGodwho exists eterndly in three pasons | know tha tha is difficult to wrap our
mindsaround,but it is the clear teaching of Scripture. The same Jesusthat said ot my will, Father, but
yours be donédalso said Qhe Father and | are oned

Thereason| fed theneed to clear thisupis because sometimes, especialy in charismatic churches |
think, we talk about God as thoughthere are three of them.

|Qe heard people say, Gnan, | feel close to the Holy Spirit, but really far away from theFatherQ Or O
know the Father loves me, butl don®knowif theHoly Spirit likes to come to my meeting<O Or O can
tell that youQe really close to Jesus butdoyoufee tha you have agoodrelationsip with the Fathe?0

Friends tha@ dangeroudy close to tri-theism, and we need to be careful to remember that we have one
God.

Thereason| say tha | find it more predominant in charismatic churches is because we actudly
expeience the Holy Spirit, or sometimes Qeel Othe Father@ love, etc. Tha iswondeful, butit



shouldn®make usthink tha we are experiencing jus oneof our three Godsto the excluson of the
others.

And there are sometimes in Scripture where the three Personsare seemingly used interchangesbly. Lets
jud look briefly at oneexample of tha.

Rom 8:9 9§ However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in
you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him. 10 If Christ is in
you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness.

11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ
Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in
you.

OKE. | say al of that by way of introdudion. Tha@ notreally my main point aboutthe Trinity this
morning, butl had to get that out of theway because | think tha the pendulum can swing back too far
away from GDneness PentecogalismOand dide over into tri-theism.

My main pointisto look at theindividud roles of the Trinity with regard to our salvation. Now, of
course, when | spesk of individud roles we aways have to keep in the back of our mind this ontological
reality of onenessin the Godhead. We can talk aboutindividud roles. 1 think the Bible doestha. But
lets jus remember they share onelife, and are onein spirit.

Andwhen | say tha | want to talk abouttheindividud roles with regard to salvation, tha is going to
limit our scope | don®want to try to be exhaustive abouteverything the Holy Spirit or Father is
described as doing in the Scriptures. | want to paint with broad strokes this morning and see if we can®
undestand thisthing in generalities.

SoE. to dothis, | want usto imaginethat we®e afly on thewall in heaven overhearing a plan and
purmpo< of God before theworld was even created.

So there are no people, no earth, no plants, notlight and darkness, no nothing. Itsjus the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit in the counsl of their own Godhead. Andyou®e afly. Maybeyou@e an angdic
flyEs ince there was no earth creation.

And of course thisis amadeup convasationEl @n not claiming to have received thisin arevelation.
But it@ nottotally randomeither. | bdieve its quite Scripturally sound.

So here® GodEF ather, Son, and Spirit. And the Father looksat His Son (who Hebrews 1 saysisthe
exact representation of the Father, and theradiance of His glory) and says (Bon, you are avesome. You
are beautiful. Youare pefection. It would beimpossible to ever want or need anything beyond all that
youare. You are thesumtotal of all that is goodand righteousand loving and etc, etc.O

And Jesus says @hanks, DadO

Andthen the Father says Gson, | have aplan. |Qre been sort of mulling it over for afew millionyears, do
you want to hear it?0

And the Son says f course, FatherO



And the Father says QVell, like | was saying, How could | ever want anything beyondall that you are.
Thereisnothinglacking. Thereis nothing missing. But | have thisideato create auniverse. Andin
tha universe I® have agdaxy. Andintha gdaxy |@ have aplane. Andontha planet |@ create
humans AndI@ create them and I allow them to fill the earth.O

And the Son says GDkEbut why?0

And the Father says QVell, obvioudy SonEH umanity in and of itsalf isn@®exactly what 1@n after. But
here@ the second part of my plan. T give them your very life to fill them. | cause them to befilled
with yourlife, your naure. | makethem into individud expressionsof yourlife. Individud
manifestationsof You!. You see, JesusEl want sonsand daughters. But Y ou are perfect and can never
beimproved upon so 1@n going to fill them with You. Then | can have millionsof beoved children,
al unique ALL JOINED TO ME IN YOU, AND al bringing forth from themselves uniqueand
beautiful expressionsof your One uniquelife.

Do you see what |®n saying Son? | am sending youto join Yourself to themin life, and bring them
into aunion of life with Me forever asthar FatherQ

And Jesus stopsand thinksfor aminute. He looksinto thefuture at what created humenity will belike
and says Qrather, | lovetheplan, but | see amajor problems with it. Humanity will fall and be corrupt.
How can you impart my lifeinto a corrupt and fallen creation?

And then the Holy Spirit chimesin and says GAnd here@ another problemE .even if you somehow
forgive them and do impart life into them, ther spiritud eyes are so blind and ther mind is so darkened.
They will never bdieveit, they will notundestand it, they wontrealize it, and therefore they wontwalk
by tha life. Not undestanding what theyQre been given, they will continueto jug live as humanswith
the seed of life within them never growing.

And then the Father respondsand says O already thoughtof both of those problems. And | have
solutionsto them both. Thefirst oneis cogdly, the secondoneis comforting. Theanswer to the
fallenness and corruptionis, of course, asacrifice. And of course it hasto beasacrifice tha punishes
and killstheentire kind of fallen humanity. And Son, youmug betha Sacrifice. It is impossible to
give them your life, until your death punishes and removes theirs. You’re death will prepare the
way. Will youdoit?0

Jesus answers Qyes, FatherO

And the Father says Qhen Son, its as goodas done Y ouwill becalled theLamb sain before the
foundaion of theworldO

And Spirit says OVha aboutthe other problem?0

And the Father answers O ou Spirit are the answer to tha problem. Once they have been give life, you
areright, they will till try to live by ther own. They will notundestand, they will nat bdieve, ther
eyeswill bedarkened. But Holy Spirit, you will be given to them, and Y ourjob description will beto
teach them what they have been given, to reveal Christ@ life in them so tha they can bring forth the
fruit of HislifeQ



And then Jesusthrows in thefind question Qvell, what istheend result? Whereisthisall going?

And the Father says Qheendistha, for eternity, they become my children and | become their Father.
They livein us shaeour life, and experience and enjoy theriver of lifein the Spirit and the
unfathomable revealing of Christ for ever and ever. O

OKEs o, as| said, that was very very generdl. Many thingswere left out For ingance, | didn®mention
anything aboutthe Holy Spirit@role in the giving of spiritud gifts. Tha® obvioudy abig one | didn®
mention the Sonsrolein judgment. Like| said, 1@n tryingto paint with broad strokes a picture of the
roles of thetrinity with respect to thear roles in the salvation of mankind.

And, of course we knowtha salvation isn@athingthat Jesusgave you. Its Jesusbeing given
HimselfEa nd our experiencing of Jesusas the Spirit reveals Him.

But what | wantto dojug nowin order to condude isto look at this story agan, but this time notfrom a
made up conveasation, but from the Scriptures.

Remember the Father said tha he had this eternd plan that He@l been pondeing for millionsof years.
Letslook at Ephesians 1

Eph 1:4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy
and blameless before Him. In love 5. He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus
Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,

Friends youmay have heard me say this before, but this predestined plan here is not aboutyour choice.
He@® not talking about predestining your choice. He@ talking about predestining that all that He would
have, He would haveit in the Son. He@ talking about a plan before thefoundaion of theworld to have
you sharing thelife of His Son. Tha@the predestined purpose.

So then, remember JesusCXirst objection? How can | join myself to them, give them my life, and bring
them back into arelationship of unionwith Youif they are wha they are?

Letslook at John14

John14:22 "In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you,
for I go to prepare a place for you. 3 "If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and
receive you to Myself, that where I am, {there} you may be also.:4 "And you know the way where I
am going."

Friendsthe FatherG house isn®some building. Its notjust some place where HeisEi tsHIM.  Inthe
next verse, Thamas asks Him how can we follow, if we don©know where you®e gaing?

Jesus answers Q@n going to the Father, Thomes, and 1@n taking youwith me.  But firstEl ong, longago
| madeapromise to my father that | would prepare theway by paying aprice. | am goingto go prepare
tha way nowonthecross. Andthen| will comeagan in resurrectionlife and receive you UNTO

MY SELF. | will jointo youmyself. We will sharealife, Thomes!. Andthen, when youarein Mg, you



will beunited with theFather. Tha® theplan of God. Tha@theeternd pumpos. Tha@the
predestined plan.

Mon@worry, Thomes. Thoughl die tomorrow, 1&n notgoing to leave you alone. 1Gn notgoingto go
bejoined to the Father withoutyou.O

John14:18} "I will notleave youas orphans | will cometo you. 19 "After alittle while theworld
will nolonge see Me, butyou{will} see Me; because I live, you will live also. 20 "In that day
you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you.

Now wha aboutthe second objection? Remember He said Gaven if you somehow forgive them and do
impart my lifeinto them, they will never bdieve it, they will notundestandit, they wontrealize it, and
therefore they wontwalk by that life. Not undestanding wha theyQe been given, they will continue to
jug live as humanswith the seed of my life within them never growing.O

To tha, theFather said that the Spirit of God was the solution.

John14:26 " But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach
you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.

John 15:26 9§ "When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, {that is} the Spirit
of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me,

John 16:13 "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth;
John 16:14 "He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose {it} to you.

1 Cor 2:12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that
we may know the things freely given to us by God,

Or so many othe places where there are such things as this spoken by the apodles

Eph 1:17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of
wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him.

The Spirit of wisdomand revelation is the Holy Spirit. What else could it be? There@ notanother
spirit given to man.
Andsoif that isabrief outiine of some of roles of the personsof the Godhead with respect to salvation.

But lets bevery clear aboutsomething Beach member of the Godhexd is equdly diving equdly
glorious equdly involved in salvation.

Well, if tha is so, why dowe preach Christ? Why was Paul so ingstent tha he determined to know
nothing else but Christ and Him crucified?



Very smply because of His specific role and postionin salvation with regardsto you and 1. Certainly
not because Heistheonly one Certainly notbecause He is greater or better in any way. Only because
of hisrolein relationto us

Christ became incarnae and was obealient unto death
Christ was buried and resurrected
Christ fulfilled al of the Old testament types, shadows, prophesies, promises, ingitutions laws,
sacrifices, feasts, etc.
Christ was given all authority by the Father
Christ was promised Seed, theMessiah, the coming King, the Suffering Servant.
And Christ Himself has been appointed as the new covenant in His blood
Andit is the Father@ goodpleasure to glorify His Son

o Tosumupadl thingsin His Son

o Tohave Chrigtfill dl things

o Tohaveadl thefullness dwell in His Son

o Tha Christ would have the preeminencein al things

Its simply a matter of Hisrole, and nothing like supeiority or separation.



