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Carnal Mind pt. 3

I haven’t preached the last two weeks. The first time because I thought we were going to
be having a baby that week. And the second time because we did have a baby that week.

If you’ll remember back a few weeks, we spent two weeks talking about the carnal mind.
The first week I suggested to you that you were like a land that was filled with cities and
all of them had been signed over in a title deed to a king. But, not all of those cities had
been possessed or taken by the king in such a way that He established his reign and
government there.

And this is a lot like Joshua and the Israelites being given the promised land. They were
given the entire thing, and then they were told to go possess it. But they did not drive out
all of the inhabitants at once. They took the land city by city. They possessed it as they
moved into each city and drove the inhabitants out.

And that is really how the Lord works in us. We have invited the Lord into our heart.
We have been born again into an entirely new life, and yet there are cities in us that are
not under his government. There are places in us where we still want to live, and not let
Him be our life.

And if you’ll remember, I told you that, when discussing these cities, I’'m not just talking
about places in you where you still want to sin. I’m talking about places in you where
you still want to live. Where you don’t remember the new covenant which states “I have
been crucified with Christ, its no longer I that live but Christ that lives in me”. And if
you’re visiting with us today, it would probably helpful to listen to some of teaching on
the New Covenant to really bring you up to speed with what I’1l be talking about today.

You see, the problem isn’t just certain areas in my life where I still want to sin. The
problem is that every area where I don’t abide in Christ’s life, where I don’t draw from
His life, where I still insist on living in the flesh...remains a city that is not taken by the
Lord. It remains a city of uprising, where I am still dominated by my mind, my
emotions, and my will. And regardless of what that may look like to you, good or bad,
its not Christ.

Let me just digress for a moment here and review something that we’ve talked about
several months ago. The Father isn’t looking to try to patch up your Adamic nature.
He’s not trying to improve your flesh so that you could live for Christ empowered by
gratitude. Goodness, if that’s all He wanted there didn’t have to be a crucifixion.



God is after bringing all of the manifestation of your Adamic nature into the death of
Christ, so that you can then walk more and more in the newness of Christ’s resurrected
life.

You see, before I understood that Jesus was my life and that I could abide in Him, |
didn’t understand this at all. I thought that the cross was the forgiveness of my sin. And
now that I was forgiven I could go out there and do good things for God.

But what I found out was that, though I could change this or that outward action, I could
not change what I was on the inside. I was grateful for being forgiven, but living a
Christ-like life was only somewhat outwardly possible. But inwardly, I knew what I was.
And trying to be inwardly like Christ was like holding a beach ball under water. I could
do it for a while, but the very nature of the water, and the laws that govern it, sooner or
later shoot that ball back up to the surface. I found that I was striving against my very
nature. [ was trying to live contrary to what I was.

What I’'m trying to say is this: at first, I was very concerned with what I did or didn’t’
do....because I thought the problem was there. But over time I became aware that the
problem wasn’t just what I did. The problem was what I was. And I had to cry out to the
Lord “Lord, there is something far worse than what I’'m doing. Its what I am!” There
must be deliverance from the body of this death!

But then I realized...how in the world could I ever get out of Adam? I was born into
Adam. I have only ever been Adam, by nature. And the answer to this question is, of
course, there is no way out unless Adam dies. I needed to be released from Adam by
death, so that I can be born again of a new kind, a new Seed.

And friends, that is exactly what happened on the cross. You were crucified with Christ,
and it is no longer you that lives but Christ that lives in you.

And so when I say that the cities in your that are unconquered are not just places in you
where you want to sin, but places where you want to live...I mean exactly that. You
cannot produce, by living of yourself, what is acceptable to the Father. Christ needs to
become your life in every area of your mind, emotions, and will. And of course this is a
process, but lets not confuse the process. The process isn’t getting better and better at
imitating something you can never be in the flesh.

Let me just digress for a minute, while I’m on this topic and share with you an analogy I
heard. Some may find it helpful, though it’s a bit weird.

Imagine you’re at church, and I get up and open up a book and begin to read to you about
all of the amazing things that a dog is able to do. I begin to preach to you about how to
live the dog life. I tell you that dogs are able to hear things that are 15 octaves higher
than middle C. And I tell you that most dogs can pick up a scent in the air that is over a
mile away and can identify and track that scent with pinpoint accuracy. And then I say
that dogs are such good survivors, they can live out in the cold, without any covering, at



temperatures down to 10 degrees below zero. And not only that, they can run 35 miles an
hour, they can jump 3 times their height, and they can find their way home if they are lost
— sometimes even hundreds of miles from home.

Now that you know the nature and character of a dog — get out there and start living the
dog life. Come on, I’ve told you all about it, now go do it! Go imitate it. Go try until
you’re better and better at it. Come on, all of it is right here in this book. Its all in black
and white. Bud, I saw you putting on more clothes the other day, and it wasn’t even 5
degrees below freezing. And Jessie, you’re not even close to jumping 3 times your own
height!

Now, you and I immediately see something wrong with this picture. It is all very nice
that a dog can do those things, but there is a nature barrier that prevents me from doing
these things. It doesn’t matter how hard I try to imitate these things, I simply am not a
dog by nature. I am human by nature. And if [ am living by my own human nature, there
is no chance at all that I will be able to live the dog life. The only hope for me to ever
live the dog life were if somehow...by some miracle...I was made to partake of a real
dog’s nature. And maybe if that nature was formed in me, well then maybe I could do
some of those dog things.

The teachings of Christ and the expectations of the Father are exactly the same. They
speak of another nature all together. Another kind. And the only hope for us to bring
forth a nature that is not our own, is if ours was crucified, and we were given another.
Only when we were abiding in, drawing from, living in union with, another
nature...could we perhaps bring forth that nature into expression.

And that’s why these cities in us have to come into a living comprehension and
agreement with the covenant that says “its not I, but Christ”. To whatever extent our
cities are not taken, we will be simply trying to live the dog life as a man, and not by
abiding in the true dog’s life.

And frankly, there are only two kinds of people out there trying to live the dog life.
There are those that have actually convinced themselves that they can smell a mile away.
And they start big ministries called “Christian Power Smellers”. And have conferences,
etc. And then there are those people that have sadly faced the fact that, they are not dogs
by nature, and can only smell things that are on the plate in front of them.

But we were made to have the incorruptible seed of Christ placed in us so that we could
have Christ Himself formed in us. We are not simply Adamic nature. No, Adam was
crucified so that, as 2 Peter says “we could become partakers of the divine nature”. Not
becoming God...but sharing the life of Christ.

Ok, this is all a huge review and bunny trail...but I felt to take it. I know that most ofyou
have heard those ideas from me before, but its good to be reminded of our foundation
from time to time. We’ll get as far as we’ll get today. We’re not really in a hurry. Its not



really about how much information we cover. Its about how much of what we learn
becomes our living experience.

So, you are like a land that needs to have all of its cities die to its own government and
have Christ’ life established as the king on the throne of your mind, emotions, and will.

And the last time I preached, we spent a good bit of time talking about how the carnal
mind really messes with this process. In fact, the cities that need to be taken are carnal
mind cities. They are stronghold’s of the mind, as Paul calls them. Fortresses. Places
where something has risen up in you against the true knowledge of God. And you
believe it. And maybe you don’t even believe something, but you know you do because
it FEELS real. You know your heart believes it, because that lie has worked its way into
your emotions and your will.

Now these carnal mind ideas can be anything from things like “God’s mad at me”, “I’'m a
failure”, “I’'m a bad mother....to things like “I am responsible for pleasing God with my
works”, or “I still live”, or “I am living in the flesh under the law”.

You see, the carnal mind...which is just your natural, un-renewed mind...CANNOT
perceive or comprehend what is true of you in Christ. It always argues. It always doubts.
It always questions. It cannot see spiritually. It simply cannot. In fact, we looked at
Romans 8:7 “the carnal mind is enmity with God, it does not submit to God nor is it even
able to”.

The problem with your mind is not that it is evil. Its that we try to use it way beyond its
intended function. It was not created to dictate to you what spiritual reality is. It is not
the faculty for knowing God. It was created to receive a knowledge of spiritual reality as
the Spirit of God reveals Christ in you. When your heart sees the truth as it is in Jesus,
then your mind can be renewed to line up with that truth in agreement. But if your mind
is used to locate spiritual reality, you have a real problem on your hands.

Because God does not speak to your mind. God communicates to your spirit. Your mind
has a great purpose, but it is not faculty with which you learn spiritual reality. In fact, the
carnal mind is constantly, when it is not in its proper place, trying to intercept God’s
teaching of your heart and making nonsense out of it. That’s why 1 Cor. 2 says “the
natural mind cannot receive the things of the spirit, for they are foolishness to it and it
cannot discern them”.

Ok...so we established much of that a few weeks ago. But since its been so long, I
wanted to review some of that. And with that said, I think we can start talking about
what it means to take cities in us. What it means for the Lord to increase in the land.
What does it mean for Christ to fill up the new creation.

You know what...since we haven’t really gotten where I was planning on going, let me
just take a minute and say this. We all know that the Scriptures say that we are a new
creation in Christ. But what in the world does that mean? What does it mean that you



are a new creation. Many of our translations have changed that word to say “new
CREATURE” because, I believe, they haven’t seen what it means to be a new creation.
But the literal Greek there says “new CREATION™.

What’s a new creation? Well, what was the old creation. What was the first creation. It
was a habitation. It was a living habitation — teaming with life (plants, fish, birds,
vegetation). And it had a purpose, its purpose was to be a habitation for a man. For one
kind of man — Adam. It was a place for Adam to dwell. But not just to dwell, to increase
according to his kind and fill the creation. Isn’t that what God told Adam to do?

And not just to increase, but to exercise dominion and authority over that creation. To fill
it, and to dominate it, and to increase the manifestation of that kind in that creation. So
that, in time, that one kind would have expression and dominion throughout that entire
creation.

Brothers and sisters, you are God’s new creation. You are a habitation. A living
habitation. What is the purpose of this new habitation? Its to be a habitation for the
Second Man (1 Cor. 15). Its to be the dwelling place of a new Kind — Christ, the one and
only of His kind. You are a dwelling place of the Lord. And what is the purpose of that
new creation? Yes a dwelling place, but unto what? Unto an increase of that kind. Unto
an exercising of dominion over that creation. So that, in this creation, there would be a
greater expression of that One New Man.

Ok...there’s the purpose. How does it happen? How can there be an increase of this
Kind in you. How can your cities be taken?

This may seem really simple, and you may not like this answer. You know, its funny,
because we would rather make it complicated, but in the flesh...then simple and in the
spirit. We’re like Namon that came to the prophet Elijah and wanted a cure for leprosy
and almost missed it because it was too simple.

I believe it is through the brightness of his appearing. Now, bear with me, I’'m going to
develop this. Because I don’t mean his appearing at the end of the age in the sky. I’'m
not talking about a second coming here. I’'m talking about his appearing in you, as Christ
is revealed in you. I’'m talking about you seeing with the light of His life, in every city,
that you have been crucified and that Christ is your life. I’m talking about that kind of
appearing.

We can only live in, abide in, and give witness to, that which we have seen. We can only
rest in the places where there has been an appearing of the Lord as our life. Where we
have seen it as so. Cities are taken by the brightness of His appearing.

Now think for a minute with me. Lets get real practical for a minute. Lets think about
this question: what does it take for something to significantly change in you? What
does it take?



Now I’m not talking about a change where there is a substitution of one habit for another.
You know, like giving up smoking, but chewing gum, drinking coffee, and over-eating
instead. I’m not talking about giving up over-eating and become a fitness addict though
you never really like the way you look either way.

What does it take to really have something totally change in you? Something totally
transform? Discipline? Well, maybe something can change a little with discipline. But
has discipline ever really changed your heart? What about your emotions? What about
your will? What has changed these things?

Education? Well, education might change some things sometimes. But does learning
facts how fear works, how many Americans suffer from anxiety, which Ceratonin re-
uptake inhibitor is currently giving the best results, etc. Does that stuff really remove
fear? What changes you?

I would suggest to you that the only thing that I have ever really found to transform me
inwardly is an inward change in my perception of reality. When I see something, and am
convinced that it is reality, then my mind, my emotions, my affections, my will — can
begin to line up with that reality. But all of that changes FOLLOWING a change of
perception of reality.

And that is exactly why the revealing or unveiling, given by the Spirit of God, of Christ
as your life is dynamically life changing. Galatians 1:15 “Christ revealed in you” You
see it with your heart, you know now (not with your carnal mind, but with the eyes of
your understanding) the truth about reality in Christ, and you can abide in and experience
that reality. I know that sounds so simple — but its just that simple. Have you ever
noticed that the complicated stuff and all the human striving didn’t work?

Yes, it’s the brightness of His appearing. His appearing as our life in every place where
we still are men trying to act like dogs. The seeing that we have a new life, that we have
already become partakers of the dog nature. We have a new nature, and we can abide in
Christ, we can abide in that new nature. And when we see it, we can become a living
witness that it is real. Not just a testimony that it is coming, but a witness that it is real.

Its like what Christ told Paul on the road to Damascus. Listen to this

Acts 26:15"And | said, 'Who are You, Lord?' Andthe Lord said, 'l amJesuswhom
you are persecuting. 16 '‘But get up andstandon your feet; for this purpos | hawe
appeared to you, to appont you a minister anda witness not only to thethingswhich
you hawe seen, but also to the things in which I will appear to you,

I will make you a witness of, not just what you have already seen...but a continual
increase of things in which I WILL appear to you.



Or this verse in 1 Peter 1:13...and I’'m going to read it from a literal translation because
my other translation puts a couple words in the future tense when they are really in the
present tense:

1 Pet. 1:13 OGirding up theloinsof your comprehension, fix your hopeperfectly
onthegrace beng broughtto you at the revelation of Jesus ChristQ

Or what about one of our old favorites that we have looked at many times:

Col. 3:4 ONhenever Christ, whois our life, isrevealed, then you also will be
revealed togeher with Himin glory.O

Yes, an appearing. A revealing in that city in you, so that you see your death with Christ,
and his life in you. Where you see, as it says in Romans 7:4 that “you were made to
die...so that you could be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead”.

And friends, I promise you that this kind of appearing doesn’t happen in the mind. The
mind can learn it after the heart has seen it. But God is not trying to gratify your carnal
mind by telling it something it cannot comprehend.

So, again...lets get real practical. Lets say the Lord brings me up against a city and
shows me a place in me where I certainly still live, and don’t experience His life. Here’s
what I’m starting to learn to do.

1. Tdon’t condemn myself for what has already been punished on the cross. My
failures to live up to God’s law are failures in Adam, and Adam has been
crucified and judged. So there is now no condemnation for those who are sharing
the life of the Son.
2. Neither do I excuse sin or failure. I just see it for what it is. It’s a man that can’t
act like a dog. That’s all. And praise Jesus that man was brought into the death
of Christ.
3. Then I find the truth that I don’t believe and say, Lord this is true, and I accept it
as true, now show me.
¥ And my carnal mind starts saying “how do you know this is true...sure
doesn’t look true. How does this line up with what happened to you last
week. How can you trust that this true, what proof do you have.”

¥ And I take that thought captive in obedience to the mind of Christ, and say
“shhhhhhh....Lord, I believe, help my unbelief. Open my eyes. I'm
obviously the one that is not perceiving reality correctly here. You are
trustworthy. Show me what is true of me in Christ”.

¥ And then my carnal mind says “ok..this might be true for somebody else, but
its not true for you. You’re the exception to the rule. I mean just look at
yourself. Do I need to remind you of what you did?”

¥ And I say “shhhhhhhhhh........ Lord, show me the life of your Son in me.
Teach me how to find my bearings in that life. Teach me how to draw on that
life”.



¥ And my carnal mind says “this isn’t very practical. That’s not even what that
verse means. Do you know that Fear Factor is on TV right now”.

¥ And I say “Lord, this is true of Christ. And I am in Christ. And the Scriptures
say that all that Christ is and has is mine in Him. Show me.

And then there are times when you see, and you rejoice, and you can rest a little in his
finished work, and then the Lord needs to show you again, because it didn’t fully sink in.
You saw it by His light. That light that just appears in you and causes you to see things
that you could never see without it. But the city isn’t totally taken, and so he needs to
bring you back and show you again.

And that’s normal, and that’s ok. You’ve seen it. You can’t deny that you’ve seen it.
But then it seems to slip away a bit. That’s part of the process. There will be a time
when that city is entirely captured and every inhabitant, man, woman, and child, is wiped
out...and he will not have to show you again. Your mind will be renewed. But until
then, ask him to show you again how things are in Christ.

You say...Father...I know how things are in Adam. But show me how things are in
Christ. Show me again, Papa...by your Spirit. Cause me to see.



