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What Does God Require of You

This morning I want to talk about what God is requiring of you. I really believe that there is a lot
of confusion about this. And in my life, beginning to understand what the Father is requiring of
me has really taken so much weight off of my shoulders. So let me just pose this question to you,
and lets bring our answers to the examination table this morning. What do you see the Lord
requiring of you in your life. How do you picture his expectations. Not your theology, but your
emotions. What do you feel He is after?

The way you answer this questions has a huge effect on what you feel, how you live, and what you
live under. Itreally does. I’ve talked and prayed with many people who are crushed by the weight
of trying to live into the things they think God is requiring of them. And so I want to try to take a
crack at some of our unbiblical ideas about this.

Starting to know Christ as life really challenges some of our man-centered ideas. The revealing of
Christ in us inevitably brings a decrease to the things where man and man’s effort have taken
center stage.

I know for a long time in my life I was unknowingly bound and weighed down with a sense that 1)
I was responsible for figuring out the specifics of what God was requiring of me. And 2) I was
then responsible for living into that destiny. It was up to me... I could make it or break it. I could
succeed, or I could foul the whole thing up. And there certainly is some truth to our free will
here...but I want to challenge some things about those ideas this morning.

I’'m certainly not saying that we are not free moral agents. But I want to try to look at a biblical
understanding of how we walk in the will of God. I’m not going to stand here and say that you
don’t have a destiny. And I’'m not going to tell you that God doesn’t want something from your
life right now. And I’m not going to tell you that there aren’t choices involved. There is truth to
all of this.

But if the light with which we see all of this is the light of man, then there is going to be a pretty
dim and inaccurate picture of what this all means and how it works. God certainly has a destiny
for you, and you certainly have choices to make. But what is that destiny and what are your
choices? I want to submit to you that God has one primary destiny for you, and you have one
primary choice that is the biggest factor in bringing about that destiny.

Now, [ know that sometimes the church likes to teach us that, in the body of Christ, there are
millions of individual destinies. God’s purposes for you are as varied as the number of Christians
walking the earth right now. God’s doing a bunch of different things, with a bunch of different
ways, in a bunch of different places. Its all varied and complicated and diverse.



Once again, there is truth to this. There is a wide variety of people out there, living in Christ in a
wide variety of places. And different people have different gifts, etc... But I really believe that
God has only one primary purpose for all of creation. God has one single objective for the
creation. One single purpose for saving you. One primary destiny for forming you in your
mothers womb and placing you in the earth. And that purpose is to bring forth an increase of
Christ.

In man there is many, different, and complicated. In Christ there is the simplicity of the increase
of One. Man says “God’s doing this here, and that there, He wants more of this here, and less of
that there”. And God says “I want a harvest of my Son in the earth”.

I mean, we look at the church and say “Wow, everyone is saying totally different things! God
must be up to a whole bunch of different goals. Thousands of individual plans and purposes !”
And we bicker and argue with each other about what is the most important purpose, and who’s got
the corner on the most relevant ministry, and who’s ideas about God’s purposes are off and who’s
are on. And after I graduate from learning about this purpose, I might move on to learning about
another purpose of God. And I just have to wonder sometimes if, again, in man things are many
and different...but in Christ all things are for the increase of one. Yes, different callings, giftings,
but one purpose.

And I certainly can’t speak into every situation and cause and purpose of God in different
places...but I can say that I believe each of our destinies are inextricably tied in to the eternal
purpose of God to bring forth an increase of Christ. I can say that I don’t believe that God has a
higher plan or purpose for your life. I can say that, though we can and do busy ourselves in many
other things, this one thing is the eternal longing of the Father’s heart from before the foundation
of the world.

What does God want from your life? He wants you to be a new creation — a dwelling place for His
Son. We’re probably all familiar with the verse in 2 Corinthians 5 that says that we are a new
creation. Some translations use the word ““creature”, but the literal says “creation”.

What’s a new creation? What does it mean to be a new creation. Well, what was the old creation.
What was the first creation. It was a habitation. It was a living habitation — teaming with life
(plants, fish, birds, vegetation). And it had a purpose, its purpose was to be a habitation for a man.
For one kind of man — Adam. It was a place for Adam to dwell. But not just to dwell, to increase
according to his kind and fill the creation. Isn’t that what God told Adam to do?

And not just to increase, but to exercise dominion and authority over that creation. To fill it, and
to dominate it, and to increase the manifestation of that kind in that creation. So that, in time, that
one kind would have expression and dominion throughout that entire creation.

Brothers and sisters, you are God’s new creation. You are a habitation. A living habitation. What
is the purpose of this new habitation? Its to be a habitation for the Second Man (1 Cor. 15). Its to
be the dwelling place of a new Kind — Christ, the one and only of His kind. You are a dwelling
place of the Lord. And what is the purpose of that new creation? Yes a dwelling place, but unto



what? Unto an increase of that kind. Unto an exercising of dominion over that creation. So that,
in this creation, there would be a greater expression of that One New Man.

Ephesians 2:22 is becoming one of my favorite verses in Scripture: It says “we are being built
together into a habitation of God in the Spirit”. Do you see your purpose in that? To be a living
habitation of the Lord. To be a new creation that allows for the increase of His kind.

And I believe that when we’re looking at all of the things that man is saying that God is up to in
the earth, we cannot forget the eternal purpose. We cannot forget the reason for our existence.
What chance do we have of understanding our personal destiny if we’re not keeping in mind our
eternal purpose to be a living habitation of Christ? Sure, we’re building a big ministry, we’re
having a thriving church...but is there an increase of Christ in it all?

And that’s the big question when it comes to destiny. That’s the big issue at stake. And so think
about this with me, brothers and sisters. If that is God’s eternal destiny, and you are a new
creation, made new in Christ for a harvest of Him. What are you going to do to bring about that
purpose? What are you going figure out and accomplish that is going to fulfill that destiny. You
don’t have another destiny. There isn’t another one. Your destiny may include other things,
unique ways in which God does this that differs from person to person, but there’s one goal here.

We all know that the Father is after fruit. John 17 tells us that the Father is glorified when we bear
much fruit. And John 15 tells us that the Father is always pruning the vine to make sure it brings
forth fruit. And Romans 7:4 tells us that God is after an increase of fruit. And Galatians 5 tells us
that He wants fruit of the Spirit. And Ephesians 5 tells us that God is after the fruit of Light.

What is this fruit? Its nothing other than a harvest of the true Seed. It’s an increase of Christ
being manifested in your branch. Fruit isn’t a busy branch. Fruit isn’t a gifted branch. Fruit
is a harvest of Christ’s life in the new creation.

There’s nothing more the Father is after. That is why Jesus tells us that apart from Him you can do
NOTHING. And I just mentioned Romans 7, but it says that we were made to die so that we could
be joined to Another and bring forth fruit for God. Yes, FRUIT. But its fruit of the Seed that was
planted. Not plastic fruit. Not fake fruit. There isn’t a bunch of kinds of fruit.

And so now we come to this question — what do you do to bring forth this fruit. In other words,
what do you do to fulfill your destiny. In other words, what is the Father requiring of you? What
is it?

Friends, Jesus tells us plainly. Paul tells us plainly. John tells us plainly. We are required to abide

in Christ. We are required to remain in Him.

John 15:4 — “A branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine. So too, you cannot
bear fruit unless you abide in me.” That doesn’t mean just being a Christian. That means having
no life but Christ. That means drawing from His life, living the life of Another.

What is your destiny? Simply to bring forth the fruit of Christ’s life unto the Father. How do you
do that? You abide in Christ. Its so simple.



Now this may involve you being a pastor. Or it might involve you being a mother. Or a carpenter.
Or a computer programmer. Or a home group leader. But these things aren’t the destiny. These
things aren’t the means to that destiny. These things are the situation God will place you in in
order to bring forth His harvest. They may be the environment where that destiny will have
expression. But they’re not the harvest.

Your harvest, your destiny, isn’t to be a leader, or a computer programmer. But, abiding in Christ,
it is quite possible that the Father will place you in that role so there will be a harvest there. It is so
like the man-centered carnal mind to think that God’s destiny for our lives is contingent upon what
we accomplish in the flesh.

This is what Paul is talking about, I believe, in Ephesians 2:10. “we are His workmanship, created
in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them”.

Do you see what this verse is saying. You were first made new in Christ. Don’t miss the very
important words “in Christ”. You were placed into Christ...into His life. The purpose is unto fruit
— good works. Works of Christ. Don’t make the mistake of thinking that you can produce these
works of yourself. They are the outworking of the one who is in you. So you were made new for
good works...and then it says that these good works are things that were prepared beforehand so
that you could walk into them.

Now, here’s what our carnal mind says. “Ok Jason, sit down, figure out what you’re good at.
Now figure out how you’re even going to excel more at what you’re naturally good at. Now turn
that gifting into a ministry. And pretty soon you’ll have some good works done in Christ.”

But I don’t think that is what this verse is talking about. It seems to be saying to me that if I abide
in Christ, where I have been placed...if I remain in Him, I will walk into the things that were
prepared beforehand for me.

Yes, the Father wants good works from your life. Yes there is a unique way that that will manifest
in your life. And it will be different, in some ways, then your neighbor. But 1) all of it is an
increase of Christ, and 2) you will walk into that purpose, that unique manifestation of Christ,
when you remain in Him.

You see, for years I labored under this weight of having to live into my destiny. Jessie will tell
you about how heavy this weighed on me. It was always like a crushing weight on my shoulders.
I was responsible to fulfill my destiny in Christ. I was responsible to walk into my prophecies. It
was a choice. It was up to me. I could do it, or I could fall short.

And so I tried to fill my days with prayer and study and good works. I wasn’t going to fall short of
my destiny. I wanted everything that God would give me. I tried to tune into all that God was
saying all over the earth. This place, that place. Trying to keep abreast of the front lines of
Christianity.



And in my heart, I always had this feeling like it was up to me, and it was all about accomplishing
certain things for God before the end of my days. Oh the pressure of it all. The weight.

But now, praise God, I know that, abiding in Christ...I will walk into the things that were prepared
beforehand for me. Now it makes sense that his yoke is light and there is rest for my soul. The
primary choice, the most important choice I have, is to remain in Christ. To abide in Christ.
To be found in Him, not having a life of my own. And if I stay in Him, who can stop me from
fulfilling my destiny.

And yes, there are choices that come and God guides us into different choices...but if I seek
primarily to remain in Him I can’t miss my destiny. I can’t miss it, because “it” is Him.

I think we can see this so clearly in the life of Jesus Christ. I want to look at His life for a minute.
We’ve talked before about how Jesus’ temptations were all attempts by the enemy to get Him to
act independently of the Father. They were all designed at getting Christ to break union.

Satan says “make some bread for yourself!” Jesus says “I’ll eat the Father’s bread”
Satan says “I’ll give you the kingdoms of the earth” Jesus says “I’ll take it when the Father gives
it to me” Satan says through Peter “you don’t need to go to the cross”, Jesus says “Get behind me
Satan”. Satan says through a Roman soldier “you saved others, now save yourself!” Jesus does
nothing.

Yes, all that Jesus was ever trying to do was to remain in His Father. That was his one purpose.
That was his one plan. This may sound weird, but Jesus wasn’t trying to do miracles. He wasn’t
trying to preach amazing sermons. When He did some mighty miracles, the crowds looked at Him
in wonder and He said to them over and over again “the Father abiding in me does His works”.
And after preaching things hidden from the foundation of the world, the crowds drop their jaws
and Jesus simply says “the words I speak are not my own, they are the Father’s who sent me”.

Here was His goal...to abide in the Father, and bring forth a true expression of the Father in the
earth. That is why, in John 17, right before Jesus goes to the cross, He lifts his head and says to
the Father “Father, I have manifested your name in the earth”. “I have done it. I have not lived
my life, I have lived yours. I have not lived my will, I have lived yours. I have not spoken my
words, I have spoken yours. I have not done my miracles, I have done yours. I have manifested
your name, the sum total of your nature, character, and life, in the earth”.

And He could have gone on to say “Father, I have never once, not for a moment, broken union. I
have not stepped out of you to act independently.” And He did say “my purpose is not to glorify
myself, my purpose is to glorify the Father”.

You see, it wasn’t Jesus’ objective to figure out what the best idea was for being the Messiah that
day. It was always and only to remain in the Father. He could rest in the Father. He could simply
abide and allow the impulse of the Father’s life steer Him into all of the works, all of the words,
and fulfill all of the prophecies. Abiding was the choice. Walking into his destiny was the
result.



And I hope you’re not saying “well, I’'m not good enough at hearing the voice of God to do all that
Jesus is wanting me to do”. If you’re thinking that, I’'m afraid you’re missing the point. This isn’t
about getting good at hearing the voice of God and then obeying. This is about learning to abide in
Christ so that you act out from His nature in you. You think according to His mind. You share
His emotions.

My son Ezra is three years old. At this age, its pretty much all that I can expect from him that he
would hear my voice and obey what I say. And he’s not terribly good at that. But my hope is
that, he will grow up to do by nature the things that are pleasing to me. I don’t just want him to get
better at hearing my voice. Go out an buy a walky-talky so that I’'m always able to give him
instructions.

And with God, when we learn to abide in Christ, we grow up in Him to do by His nature the things
that are always pleasing to our heavenly Father. Now I’m not saying that there is not a place for
God giving you specific directions. Of course there is. But instructions wont get the job done.
The Law of Moses proved that. You need to abide in Christ.

So...getting back to Jesus and how he lived. Let’s picture Jesus for a minute standing before
Herod. He’s in chains. He’s been beaten and mocked. Spit on. Beard ripped out. Accused again
and again of trumped up charges. And here he is standing before a man that can set Him free.
And it says that Herod was exceedingly glad to have a chance to meet Jesus because he was eager
to see a miracle.

So here’s Jesus standing there bleeding. He’s so able to free himself, and He doesn’t. He could
so easily have confounded His accusers, made his captors looked foolish, demonstrated their guilt
and hypocrisy. He could have called them out by name and made a public spectacle of their sins.
He could have caused one of Herod’s sandals to catch on fire. Or called down fire from heaven.
There is no end to what He could have done in that situation. And yet, He does nothing.

Why? Why nothing? No defense. No argument. No words. No actions. Why? Because the
Father wasn’t doing anything. The Father wasn’t saying anything. The Father wasn’t
defending...and Jesus WOULD NOT STEP OUT OF UNION. He would not manifest His own
will.

He had learned, through 33 years of living in the Father, that there is nothing outside of the Father
but death. You couldn’t budge Him. Not a word. Not a sound. Not an explanation. Not a
defense. Pressures on all sides, trying to push Him outside of His heavenly vine. And He wasn’t
going to move.

What about all the good He could have done if He kept on living in the flesh? What would happen
to His mother? What about the poor disciples who were so afraid and confused? Jesus would not
let any reason move Him out of the Father.

You see, Jesus had a destiny. And that destiny was entirely bound up in, not what He did, but with
abiding in the Father. He had a destiny, and He had learned the way to accomplish it. And He
stayed in union. He stayed in the Father until the Father turned His back on Jesus. After 33 years



of living as a man, abiding in the Father, Jesus wouldn’t budge. And eventually, when He took on
the sins of the world, the Father turned His back on Christ. And Jesus cries out “My God, My
God, where have you gone?! Why have you forsaken me? I’ve never for a moment felt life on my
own. [’ve never for a second felt the absence of your life!?.” That is the pain and torment of
Jesus’ cross. That is why He sweat blood in the garden.

Oh but look at what was accomplished. Unarguably the greatest manifestation of the nature and
character of God of all time. How? In what way? Was it some great miracle? Was it some wise
teaching? No, it was just hanging there and bleeding, refusing to step out of the Father.

This is so beautiful. A destiny that, at the time, looked like nothing to the world but shame and
death...became the most powerful manifestation of the nature and character of God in all the
universe. How did Christ accomplish it? Simply by abiding in the Father.

Friends, this is true of our lives. We have a destiny. We have a purpose. And, there will be times
when abiding in Christ brings forth words and deeds that are impressive. And there will be times
when abiding in Christ brings a harvest of Christ that only the Father can see, and it comes through
doing nothing. Its about what you are, and not necessarily anything you do.

But lets just be real clear about your destiny. Its an increase of One New Man. And lets be real
clear about your requirements. Simply to remain in that One. And abiding in Him, you will walk
into the good things that were prepared before hand for you.



