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Carnd Mindpt. 4

| thoughtl was donetalking aboutthe carnd mind, butthereis averse tha has jug
rattling aroundin my mind having to do with thecarnd mind. And genegaly when | fedl
like |®n stuck on averse or atopic, | try to camp out there aslongas | feel theLord will
teach me more. 1Qretalked aboutthis with some people this week, and then agan on
Friday night Butl jug havefelt tha theLord iswanting usto undestand our carnd
minds

So today | want to talk aboutthe carnd mind agan with reference to our trangtioning out
of onelife andinto another. Trangtioning out of onekind and into another.

Trangtioning out of onehumanity, andinto Another. Andfriends tha iswhat thegogd
isl Tha gogd isan exodus Thegogd isan exodusout of onekind of humanity into
another. Thegopd isn®jug forgiveness of yoursinsso that you can goto a place called
heaven oneday. Praise God for forgiveness, butthat was the necessary judification tha
could make your trangtion possible.

Can you see that? You needed to beforgiven. That@ absolutely true. But you were
forgiven so tha you could make an exodus Y ouwere forgiven so tha you could be
transerred outof onekingdomand into another. And I®n notjus talking aboutwhen you
die. 1@n talking aboutleaving onelife and cominginto another. And 1@n talking about
doing that while we®e still ontheearth in an earthly body.

Y ou were forgiven to make an exodus An exodusout of Adam and his experiences and
his relationghip with God, andinto Christ and His experiences and His relationghip with
God. And its possible to make that exodus and leave your mind in Egypt. Tha®
wha thelsraglites did. They came outall right, butthey left ther mindin Egypt Their
thoughs, thar hearts, they were fixed ontherealm of davery. They were fixed onthe
few and miniscule benefits of davelife. They came out, but they woudn®go

inEbe cause they |eft thar mindin avery.

Andtha very same reality existsfor us Thisis sort of how it automatically works. We
come out of davery, andleave our mind behind. We come out of Adam because of the
finished work of the cross, and leave our mindin Adam. We can be set free from our
sinsand fromthevery naure of sinitself, and still fix ourthoughs, our hearts, onthe
realm of saveryEon thefew, miniscule, earthly, passing benefits of livingin Adam.
But to leave our mind in Adam is death. And| mean tha quite literally.

| want to start by looking at a verse in Romansaboutthe carnd mind. Aboutbeng
carndly minded. Letslook at this verse togeher.



Romans 8:6 Qo be carndly minded is death, to be spiritudly minded islife and peaceQ
Some trandationssay Qhe mind of theflesh is desth, themind of the spirit is peaceO
Tha® perhapsmore literaly, butl like thefirst trandation alittle better because its more
familiar languayeto us

Wha in theworld doestha mean? | think it meansexactly what it says. Butto
undestand it, we®e going to have to definetheword desth. Sometimes when we think
of theword QleadOwe think of ceasing to exist. We think of a state of inanimation. And
tha is actudly nota goodbiblical definition of theword dead.

Biblically speaking, QleadOdoesn®mean Ga ceasing of existenceOor Ga state of
inanimation® Death, biblically speaking, smply means Geparated from lifeQ Separated
fromtheonly onewhoislife. Cutoff fromtheland of theliving, which Christ is.

Death, is a state where there isno participaionin life. Andit is quite an active and
animated state. It can betotally active, and still bedead.

Youseethisin alot of JesusDwords Hedl say something like Qet the dead go bury ther
deadO Andwhat he@ talking aboutis those who are not partaking of hislife. Let them

go bury thephyscally dead. Or Hedl say to the Jews Qunless you eat my flesh and drink
my blood,you have nolifeO And they®e standing there rightin frort of

himEs eemingly quite alive.

Death is a state of beng separated fromlife. Death can beactive and bus/Ebut it is still
desth, because there is nothing of truelifeinit. And desth doesn®knowits dead, urtil it
seeslife. Andtha isexactly howAdam isdead. Have you ever thoughtto
yourselfEQok, Jason keepstelling me, and quoting me Scripture, that says Adam is
crudfied with Christ. Adamisdead. Why in theworld does hestill seem to beso
alive?0

Well, Adam is dead. Adam was brought into the death of Christ. And Adam wasn®
resurrected. But Adam didn@®, thereby, cease to exist. He simply is permanently,
eterndly, cut off from the experience of dl tha islife. He has been broughtinto a
permanent state of judgnent, where nothing of Hiskind will ever knowlife. Heis put
into the death of Christ in bgptism into his death (Romans6). Andso thereisnolifein
Him. Nothingof truelife.

But that doesn®mean tha he has ceased to exist. That naure still exists. Tha naure
still wantsto have expressionin you. Butthereisnolifeinitat al. Thereisnolifein
Adam. Tha isfinished. Thereisnolifeintha kind. Whaever you might experiencein
the naure of Adam, whether it seems goodor bad, is death. Becausein him thereisno
life at all. There@ been ajudgnent onthat kind. That kind has been brought into a
permanent state of judgnent: burial. Adam isdead to God.

Now lets get back to our verse. Lets get back to what we just read in Romans Qo be
carndly minded is degth, to be spiritudly minded is life and peaceQ Andlet me
paraphrase tha so we can see what Paul is saying. O'o use themind of Adam, will be



nothing but an experience of deathEs eparation from life. To think aboutGod, about
spiritud redlity, to try to know Chrigt, to try to relate to each other in the spirit, with the
carnd mind, will give you nothing but an experience of thejudgment tha is on that kind.
To livein such away where the carnd mind is dictating reality to youEt ha will bea
completely lifeless existence. Inthegrave.O

Now tha existence might beinteresting, or it might be boring, or it mightbe exciting or it
might be panfulEbut onethingisfor sure, thee® nothing of lifeinit at al. There® no
life, exceptin theonethat islife. Andunlessyou are seeing thingsby that new mind,
you@e notseeinglife. You notexperiendnglife.

But Ghemind of the spirit islife and peaceO Well, yes. Themind of Christ. ChristG
gpirit livingin you. Seeing thingswith themind of the new man, thelight of lifeEw dll,
thereisnothing but life and your experience of tha life will bepeace. (Talk aboutBrett)

Thisisn®mystical or weird. | knowtha mos people in thisroom have experienced this
reality. Youmay nothave recognized what was happening at thetime. But you@e
expeienced seeing thingswith thelight of His life and have thereby enjoyed the peace
tha isin tha life. You®e been sitting there, reading your bible, or listening to asermon,
or meditating on the Lord, or cooking dinneEa ndthen suddenly thereit is. Itsright
before the eyes of your heart. 1ts something that istruein Christ. Your heart can seeiit.
Its more real than thenose on your faceEt houghyou can®describeit to anybody. But
it@aplain asday. Andimmediately wha you see feelsreal. Youknowitsreal. You
could reckon onit. You@e seeingitEs omething of thetreasure store of wisdomand
knowledgetha arein Christ Jesus

| can®describeto you exactly what | mean. But| don®suppoe | haveto. You®e seen
with those eyes. Y ouQre seen with tha mind. And when you seeEyou want to stay
there forever. Youwant more of tha truth. Andwhat diesit feel like? It feelslikelife
and peace. Andyouwant more of tha gloriouslight. And the peace tha comes with that
life.

And then we so often misundestand what is happening. Wha@ hagppening is wede
beginning to see with our new mind. We®e beginning to see with the mind of the spirit.
And we think of it as some onetime prophdic encounter. Or ataste of heaven. Or we
try to ge it back throughourmind. Or wetry to get it back by doing goodworks.

So, | think we probably know at least ataste of wha it meansto be spiritudly minded.
And of course we al knowwhat its like to see al thingsthroughthecarnd mindwhee
there is a complete absence of bath life and peace.

But we need to undestand that Adam istha world of death. In him, seeing with tha
mind, theeisnolife. Andhere@wha |@n tryingto really drive home this morning: to
whatever extent you relate to Godin Adam, youwill experience desth. Tha@ wha this
verseissaying. To whaever extent yourelate to God, to spiritud redlity, in thisold



mind, youwill experience the death of that land. Youwill experience thelaws tha
govean tha land.

| started to mention this a few weeks ago, but Adam and Christ are, in some ways, each
like individud universes. Each of them are places where you can dwell, and each onehas
itsown set of rules and realities and experiences tha goven lifein tha realm. Andthese
rules and laws and experiences are radically different, dgpending onwhich ream you
dwell in.

Its kindalike the difference between dwelling in space vs. dwelling ontheearth. In
space, when you spit it jus keepsgoing. Youcan watch it fly outforever until it hitsa
star. Butonearth you spit and, if your lucky, it mightgo 10feet. There are different
laws effecting lifein each realm. In space, if you take off your space suit and take ajog
aroundthe moon you®e gonnaget too far before you realize you can®@breath. But on
earth there@ more than enoughair. Weird exampleEbut simply to demondrate that
different laws, rules, and experiences goven lifein different reams.

Well, Adam isaplace to dwell that has a certain spiritud condition. He hasacertain
relationship with God, and tha relationship feels acertain way. Certain thingsare
decreed abouthim. Peoplewholivein him find certain thingsto be always true about
lifein Him. Adamisintheflesh. Adam isunde thelaw. Adam isunde condennation.
Adam isfalen and condennedE dienaed from God. Adam hasnorest. Adam cannot
understand spiritud things And so Adam isdeath Ba complete separation fromall tha
islife.

And, to whatever extent we relate to God in the old mind, we experience the old
man.

But Christisalive. Infact, Christ istheresurrection andthelife. Heislifefromthe
dead. Christ isaccepted and feels accepted. Christ is notunde thelaw, because hedoes
by naure thethingsrequired by thelaw. Christ isin the spirit, andwe nolonge know
him according to theflesh (2 Corinthians5). Andyouarein Christ.

But tha@wha Romans8:6 istryingto tell us The carnd mindis death. And herel
guess, iswhat |®n tryingto say. Youcan comeinto Christ, butstill relate to Godin
Adam. Y oucan make theexodus and leave themind behind. To the extent that you
have comeinto Christ, butstill relate to God and to life according to the carnd mind
YOUR EXPERIENCE WILL BE DEATH EVERY TIME. Again, it mightbeactive, it
might be busy, it might build something big with JesusOname onit, butit will be desth.
It will bean experience of separationfromall tha islife.

Tha® why so many new bdievers struggle after their convasion. They are told to pray
thissinnas prayerEa nd then itsover. Thenitsdone Hooray, you®e saved. Well, yes
praise God you®e made an exodus But then they get up the next morning and say Qwait
aminute, | dor@dfee any different. | feel just likel did before| get savedO Andtha is
simply because they have anew life, butthey ill totally see al thingswith the old mind.



But themind of Christ, themind of the Spirit islife and peace. Y ou have tha mind
formed in you, worked into youEa nd you will abidein life and know pesce. Praise God.
Tha@ your caling. 1t& a high calingEi t&the caling to dwell highupin the heavenlies
in Christ. To seeyourself in Him. To come up out of theearth in your mind, (out of
Egypt) in your comprehenson of redlity. Ephesianstells ustha we have been raised up
and seated with Christ in the heavenlies.

Now thisis exactly what Paul istryingto tell hisreadersin Colossianschgpter 3. And|
missed thisfor years. Letslookat it. Col 3:1 Therefore if you have been raised up with
Christ, keep seeking thethingsabovwe, where Christ is, seated at theright handof God. 2
Sd your mind on thethingsabo\e, not onthethings that are on earth.

You see, | used to picture myself onthe earth, of the earth, and Christ was raised upinto
theheavenlies and | was suppo®d to keep fixing my mind onthingstha are uptherein
his realm and not on thingsin my own realm. But do you see tha thisis not wha this
verse says? It says YOU have been raised up with Christ. Youare seated in Christ in the
heavenlies. Friends we need to stop thinking about the heavenlies jug as some
geographic location. 1t@ arealm of spiritud lifein Christ, and you arein that life, in tha
personwhoislife,

And so this Scripture is not saying tha we should try to ignore our earthly realm, and
look up to Christ@ spiritud realm It is saying that we have been raised up and seated in
Christ, so don®look back down. You are raised up with Christ, so don®look to the
earth, because you no longe have life there. Don®fix your eyes on where you were, fix
them onwhereyouare now. Youareraised up, now keep your gaze onthereality where
you are, and not onthereality of where youwere in Adam. Do you see the difference?

He( not saying Qlo your best to try to imaginetherealm tha Christ livesin, even though
you@e stuck on earth untl you dieO He@ saying Qou are in therealm where Christ is,
seated in Him in the FatherEnow don®leave your mind on earth! Don®leave your
mindin Adan!O

Andtha® why thevery next verse is~C‘for you have died and your lifeis hidden with
Christ in GodO Do you see wha he@ saying. He@ saying Qlon®leave your mindin
Adam, because Adam is dead and you have anew life, anew mindin ChristQ

Y es, we have been raised up and seated with Christ in the heavenlies. But, friends |
think many of usleft our mindson earth. Tha@just afunnyway of sayingtha wetry to
use our earthly, carnad mindsto dwell in theheavenliesin Christ. It doesn®work. It will
never work.

Y ou have been given anew lifein Christ. Butyou can®comprehendtha new life with
an old mind. You need themind of thespirit, themind of Christ to see andlivein that
new life. Friends withouttherenewing of our mind, wed never befoundin HImQ



Which means wedl never discover ourselvesin Him. Wedl never dwell in the
heavenlies with Christ where weye been seated.

Tha@ why Paul says in Philippians chapter 2 Qet this mind bein you, thatwasalso in
Jesus Chrigt, who, thoughHe was God did nat consider equality with God something to
begragped, but emptied Himself, etc.O Do you see wha tha is saying? Its notsaying, try
your best to use your carnd mind to want to empty yourself of everythingand bea
servant of al. No! Its saying Grou don®have a chance of ever living like this unless you
let thismindbein you. Let Hismindbeformed inyou. Live by this mind, and notyour
ownO

Or then hesaysin Eph 4:17 (Sothis| say, andaffirm togeher with the Lord, thatyou
walk nolonge jug asthe Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mindQ

No, we mug nat walk in thefutility of thecarnd mind, which is death. We need to leave
that mind, and tha whole realm behind thecross where it came to desth. Andtha is
exactly what Paul is talking aboutin Philippians 3 where he says Gorgetting what lies
behind, | press onto what is before meQ Yesforgetting all tha is behind the cross.

Thistrangtionisal tha Philippianschapter 3 isabout For years thiswas my favorite
chapter of Scripture. Butit wasn®@until recently that | realized tha | had noideawha it
was talkingabout Theentirethingisaboutthistrandtion out of onelife andinto
another. Thistrandtion outof Adam. Leaving Him behind. Laying hold of the high
calling. Called out of the earth so tha we can dwell in Christ in theheavenlies. Andthen
having themind of Christ. That iswha Philippians 3isall about | would have told you
before it was aboutgoing really hard after God in theflesh.

Let mejust pick outafew versesto look at in thischgpter. Paul starts out by saying tha
all thingstha were gan to himin theflesh, al thingstha appeared to began in Adam
are now seen to berubbish in view of what truly isgan in Christ. Paul istradingin
Adam for Christ.

Paul says. guys | haven®fully madetheexodus There are still placesin my lifewhere
| still live fromtheold, where | still am carndly minded and experience that desth. Lets
readitinvs. 13

Phil 3:13 Brethren, | do notregard myself ashaving laid hold of {it} yet; ~
Agan hesays, |0n notfully there yet. Butthereisonethingtha | dowhile I®n
onthejoumey.

but onething{l do:} forgettingwhat{lies} behind andreaching forward to what {lies}
ahead,
HeG nottalking aboutforgetting thebad thing@he@ done Tha@what | used to
think. He@forgettingal thethingsthat lie behind thecross. He@ forgetting the
dl thingsof Adam that HeG traded in for Christ. He@ forgetting Adam, with his
carnd mind, and hisfleshly life. He@forgettingthefirst creation, and seeking to



livein thenew. He@ letting go of earth, and seeking the thingsabovewhere he
has been seated in Chrigt.

HeQ® forgetting, letting go of, not thinking of all of thethingsthat are of the carnd
mind. Andfixinghis gaze onwha is nowwide open before him. What is now
before him to possess. Its been given, nowit must be possessed. He@® been
apprehendad, now he mug apprehend. He® been given Christ, now he must
experience Chrigt as hislifein every city.

Phil 3:14 1 press ontoward the goal for the prize of the upward call of Godin Christ

Jesus

Theupward call = livingwhere weQre been seated. Thisiswhat weQre been
talking about Seeking and learning the thingsabove where we are with Christ.
Renewing ourmind. Thecall istha we would dwell in theheavenliesin Christ.
Its notjug acall to a geographic location when you die. It calls usup out of
Adam. Up outof theearth. So tha we mightbefoundin Christ. We mightfind
ourselvesin Him. Tha we mightexperience tha which isresurrectionfromthe
dead. Tha we might befoundin Himin all things

Now, listen to this next verse. AndI@n goingto read it to you fromtheliteral trandation,
because my trandation changes afew words

Phil 3:15 Let ustheefore, asmanyasare mature, bethusminded

Paul says, as many of you that are mature, think accordingly, think accordingto
this. Think accordingto whereyou are. Think according to theupward call. Be
thusminded. Forge wha lies behind. Forget yourformer place of residence.
Abraham, leave yourfamily and yourland, and come to anew place to live that |
will reveal to you!Q As manyof you asare mature, bethusminded. And then he

says.

andif in anything you are otherwise minded then God will reveal thisto you

If there are places in youwhere you don®have themind of Christ, where youdo
not think according to where you are, where you think earthly, Adam-bound
thoughs, where you don®see yourselvesin Chrigt, in time God will reveal thisto
you.

Neverthd ess, according to what we hawe arrived/attained, by this, walk



