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Being Found In Him

Today I want to talk about a verse in Philippians 3. Last week we ended in
Philippians 3 and just zipped through some verses. Today I want to pick up where
we left off and look a little more at some of what is said here. And I want specifically
look at the concepts of being found in Him, and being conformed to His death.

You know, I want to actually say something a little bit personal this morning. Pardon
me if, for a few minutes, I speak as a brother and not as a pastor. I have, like
probably all pastors, wrestled under the expectation of having to come up with
something “new” each week. You know...you can’t feed the flock the same old stale
manna. And I think that just about every pastor wrestles with the reality that they
are expected to come up with something new, different, interesting, etc. to share
from Scripture on Sunday mornings.

And so its like a nice little game that we play. And it makes a lot of Sundays feel,
rather than Sunday School, like Sunday Show. And I've talked to pastors and
leaders that feel like this. You gotta have it all pinned down just right because
people are looking to you to perform just so.

And here’s where I am with that. I would be willing to do that, if I thought that that
was really beneficial to either you or me. But, I have this growing, gnawing sense in
my heart that, in some ways, church has become something of a man made circus.
What I'm referring to specifically, is the Sunday performance. What I'm talking
about is coming up with something new and different every Sunday,
because...heaven knows you can’t keep people’s interest if you don’t change the diet.
But is church about trying to keep people’s interest in Jesus? Or is that sort
of what we’ve had to make it because we haven’t seen very much of our
salvation.

And while I generally will go along with this simply because of what I perceive to be
the weight of expectation...I'm beginning to come under conviction about it. Why?
Because I often feel that we in the body of Christ, not just our church, move on from
topic to topic before we've even seen much of the reality of what's there. Its like
the light just starts to crack open in one area of comprehension of the reality of
being in Christ...and then its "Amen, well, now we covered that...on to the next
thing, or the next chapter, or the next series, or whatever”. Do you see what I'm
saying. I'm saying that our experience of the gospel is a glorious realization
of our being in Christ. That’'s what it is. It's a glorious, spirit-given,
realization, a waking up, a comprehension and therefore an experience of
union with the Son of God.

And sometimes I stand here on a Sunday morning and we just scratch the surface of
something. Oh...say your death with Him, our the judgment of the cross, or
whatever...and then its on to something else because...well, that’s how church is.



And I'm not blaming you or anybody for this. This isn’t about any particular person
or group of people here or elsewhere...its just what man has made the church.
We're all part of this because we’ve all just done it this way forever. I do it just as
much as anybody. Lets move on! On to the next thing!

But...what if your experience of anything in Christ, what if your experience of the
gospel is a spirit given inward comprehension, a wonderful realization, a revealing,
waking up as from a dream and finding our life hidden in His, as we set our minds
on the things that are true in Christ. What if that’s Christianity, and not just
learning things topic to topic. What if Christianity is a process of Christ being
revealed in you, so that you can be found in Him, not having a life of your
own. My Lord!...what if we were born again in order to gaze upon His image with a
spiritual comprehension and be transformed into the same image? Well then...if
that’s true...why the hurry?

And maybe you don't feel like we're in a hurry. Maybe you feel like we talk about
the same thing every week. I hope that's true. Paul said “I have determined to
KNOW NO OTHER THING other than Christ and Him crucified”. I wish to God that’s
all that I did know. And that I didn't know myself apart from that realization. I wish
to God that I didn't’ know the church apart from that realization. That I didn't know
you apart from that realization....that, because of the cross, I knew no man according
to the flesh. I wish to God that I knew no other thing. Then I would be found in Him
in all things. Then I would have no boast save in the Cross through which all other
things have been crucified to me and I to them...except this one...that I'm found in
Him...Christ and Him crucified.

Brothers and sisters....all that I'm saying is this. I don’t want to run around from this
topic to that topic. Yes, there is so much to talk about. So much reality and
substance in our salvation. But if we haven't seen it, if we haven’t come into the
faith of the Son of God about that topic, if we haven’t come to share His view, then I
pray God Almighty prevents us from moving around from this to that.

To be completely honest, I feel that I have only scratched the surface of knowing
and seeing the truth of what I've preached over the last year.

And, it just so happens that I do think that Christianity is, in essence, to be found in
Him. And your experience of everything written, everything promised, everything
prophesied is in the substance of this glorious little phrase: to be found in Him. To
discover yourself in Him. To wake up from your Adamic slumber, and look and
there’s a light shining in your heart to give you the knowledge of the glorious one
who has become your life. There’s a dawning. The sun is coming up on a new
creation. Praise God...sign me up for that! What if church was a gathering unto that
end? I dream about that now.

Oh to be found in Him. In that wonderful realization. The realization of Christ and
Him crucified. Not just the historical event! But YOU in Christ, dead! You in Christ
buried. And YOU in Christ raised to walk in the newness of His life. To see our full
salvation. Not just a salvation from specific sins. Not just a salvation from hell. But
a salvation from everything and anything that is not Christ. A salvation that is not
just a coming out of Egypt. But a salvation that is living in Canaan. Being found in
Canaan.



Don’t you see that this is exactly what happened to the Israelites! They came out of
something, but they wandered around for 40 years and died having never come to
being found in the Land. They never experienced the fullness of their salvation. A
salvation that not only cut them off from the whip of the Egyptians, but a salvation
where they dwelled in a land of milk and honey.

And sometimes church can be like “well, we talked about the milk this week, we'll
talk about the honey next week”. Yes, but when will we be found in the land?

Some of you are probably sitting there thinking...this guy is nuts. And I wont argue
with you about that. But maybe you’ve seen something. You've seen something by
his light. You’ve seen the judgment of the cross. The cross that killed everything
that wasn’t Christ in resurrection. You’'ve seen that the cross has put to death
everything of the old creation and now there just one life... and you want to be
found in Him.

Maybe you’ve seen a bit like Noah saw. And I know many of you know what I'm
talking about. You’ve begun to see yourself in an ark, and every window you look
out...it doesn’t matter which side of the ark you look out of...you see death in
everything that isn’t in that ark. And you just want to be found in that ark. You just
want to be found in Him...not having a life of your own apart from Him. Maybe
outside of the ark used to seem alive to you, but now you’re seeing it dead and
condemned. And you just want to experience the full salvation of that ark...and not
try to live with half of you in it and half drowning on the outside.

I don’t want to see the ark from a distance as I drown with the rest of that entire
creation. I want to be found in Him. Found in his death, and found in His life. If
you're found in Him...then you’re found in His death and your found in His life. And
we're going to talk about that a little this morning. But let me just say a few more
things first.

We have a glorious salvation. And that salvation is, by definition, being brought into
Christ. That salvation is coming into Him. But sometimes I fear that the church has
settled for seeing so little of this glorious salvation. Now, of course this salvation
consists of being safe from hell. And of course this salvation often consists of being
healed from things in your body. But we can’t stop there. Coming out of things
isn't the glorious salvation. What's glorious is who you are coming into. Its being
found in Him.

And if we don’t see Him, in whom we are found, then we don‘t know the joy of our
salvation. Then we don’t see our glorious salvation. If we don't find ourselves in
Him, not having a life of our own...in fact, suffering the loss of all things that were
ours apart from Him...then we won't experience the salvation that is in Christ. The
salvation that is Christ. Yes, suffering the loss of everything that was gain in the old
man, so that we could discover ourselves, more and more, in the One New Man.

Its not just coming out of Egypt and seeing dead bodies on the shore. Its not just
coming out of Adam and seeing him nailed to the cross. Its coming into the
promised land. Being found in that land. Experiencing the life and produce of that
land.

And what I'm saying is that that is a glorious discovery. It's a lifelong realization.
It's a renewing of the mind so that we see ourselves where we are. Not mind over
matter. Its not real because you think it is. Its real because you have been



transferred out of one life and placed into another. And we need the daystar to rise
in our hearts so that we can see the salvation of the Lord. “Stand still”, he says “and
see the salvation of the Lord”. Well yes. Stop your business and bustling around in
the flesh and behold the reality of being in Christ. Stop the busy system that has
become the church, and behold the salvation of the Lord! And then live there. Then
live out from there. I'm not saying be inactive. Jesus was extremely active...but
never did he stop resting in the Father. He was always found in the Father.

And so we want to be found in Jesus, not having a life of our own. Not having a
righteousness of our own. Not having anything of our own apart from him. But, in
fact, being conformed to his death in everything that is still our own...so that we
might attain to the resurrection. So that we might find, in that death, the one who is
resurrection. And when I say “attain to the resurrection”, I don’t mean your body
coming out of a grave in the future, I mean Christ, who is the resurrection, being
your life from the dead right now. Being conformed to his death, so that we can
walk in His resurrection. Suffering the loss of everything that was gain in one life, so
that we could gain Christ.

And that is exactly what Paul says. “I have suffered the loss of all things, and count
them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ,”

And that is what I believe it means to be conformed to His death. Carrying around in
your body the dying of Jesus. I don't think that is referring just to physical
sufferings, though it may include physical sufferings. I think it is the suffering loss of
everything that is yours apart from Him. These aren’t just your sufferings, their His
sufferings that we're carrying around. That’s what it says. Its his death that we're
being conformed to. What is his death? It's the death of the old. The death of the
first. The death of Adam. The end of the old creation.

Carrying around in our body an ending of the first, so that the life of the second can
come into manifestation.

Hear Paul saying this in 2 Corinthians
2 Cor 4:10 always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, so that the
life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.
2 Cor 4:11 For we who live are constantly being delivered over to death for
Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal
flesh..

What's Paul describing? I don’t think he’s just talking about physical beatings and
insults. Being punched in the nose doesn’t necessarily bring forth a manifestation of
Jesus Christ. Sometimes I wish it did!

Or this one
2 Cor 4:16 9 Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is
decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.

Something is decaying. Something is passing away, and in its place something is
being found. Something is being made new. Something is being experienced.

See, Jesus isn't working His life into you. He already is your life. The Scriptures are
plain about that. What he’s doing is He's working his death in you, so you can step



over into His life. He’s bring you, experientially speaking, into His death...so that you
can attain to His resurrection.

And that’s what he says a few verses later in Philippians.

3: 10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the
fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 11 in order that I
may attain to the resurrection from the dead.

Yes. See, that's it. Being brought into His death. The death of the first. The death
of the old. So that you can walk in the new. Walk in the resurrection. I love how
Christians have suffered for Christ. I think its wonderful and amazing. But suffering
in the flesh doesn’t necessarily mean that you’re being conformed to his death.

Can you see that? Somebody asked me the other day...are all of my sufferings and
sorrows conforming me to His death? Well, not necessarily. You can be
experiencing a lot of suffering and still trying your best to live. Still trying to walk
out of it in your own life. Do you know what I mean? You can be hurting all of the
time and yet refusing to be conformed to His death. Because your pain isn‘t his
death. His death is a realization that can come through the experience of your
sufferings...but what’s important is not that you suffer pain, suffer insults...what's
important is that you suffer the loss of all things that were gain to YOU apart from
Him.

Can you hear that? I know a lot of people who have suffered a lot, but that doesn’t
mean that they’re conformed to his death. It might mean that they're conformed to
frustration. It might mean that they’'ve conformed to a victim mentality. It might
mean that they’re conformed to a permanent state of grumpiness. Your suffering
pain doesn’t necessarily bring you to the end of yourself. Sometimes it makes you
try to live all the more.

Its not just suffering...its suffering unto His death. And when we say “His death”, we
mean the death whereby he brought all of Adam, all of the first creation, into death.
That’s what needs to be worked in you. Its that death. And what I'm saying is that
pain and suffering in your life does not necessarily cause you to attain to the
resurrection of the dead. And neither does self-denial. Often, self-denial in one
area is just a means to have self-gain in another. Its only if you suffer the loss of all
things that were gain to you, and thereby gain Christ.

But if you suffer the loss of all of that, (whether the Lord uses physical sufferings or
not to teach you this), you will be found in Him. You will be discover yourself
sharing His glorious life.

Lets look at Romans 8. I want to read a few verses that bear this out.

8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 However, you are not
in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if
anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him. 10 And
if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is
alive because of righteousness. 11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus
from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will
also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you. 12 So
then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to



the flesh-- 13 for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if
by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14
For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For
you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have
received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, "Abba! Father!" 16
The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,
17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if
indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him. 18
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory that is to be revealed in us.

Do you see what this is saying here? Its first of all saying that we are no longer alive
in the flesh, living in the flesh, but we are alive because we have received the
spiritual life of Jesus Christ. We are living in Him, living by Him.

And then it tells us that, since we have received Christ in us, the expectation of
glory, then we have become children. And we can come to a place where we know
that we are children because the very life of the Spirit of Christ in us, joined to our
spirit, cries out “Abba, Father”

But...then it says something really interesting. It says, “yes, you are children...and
you were adopted to become an heir. One who inherits the experience of Sonship.
One who inherits the glory of the Father’s house. But the experience of this
inheritance, the experience of being an heir is contingent upon something.” What
does it say?

“we are children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ”....and then it
qualifies the experience of this inheritance... “if indeed we suffer with Him in order
that we may also be glorified with Him”. Not just suffer...suffer with Him. Share
His sufferings...and then share His glory.

“if you suffer with him, then you’ll be glorifed with him”. Friends, that’s not saying
that you have to be beaten and shipwrecked or you never get to heaven. Its not
saying that unless somebody throws some rocks at you that you’ll never experience
His glorious life. Its saying that you are a son, and that with that sonship comes an
inheritance. A glorious inheritance that is a glorious person! But you have to suffer
the loss of all things, all of the old, the loss of all that was gain...or you’ll never
experience the resurrection. You’ll never experience the gory. Being hit with a
stick doesn’t bring glory, but being found in his death, will bring you into the
experience of His glorious life. “Glorified together with Him”. It says.

Its just like Colossians 3 “When Christ, who is your life is revealed, then you will be
revealed with Him in glory”.

Or 2 Corinthians 3 “beholding, as in a mirror, the glory of the Lord, you are being
transformed into the same image, from glory to glory”.

But there must be a conforming to His death. There must be the loss of all that was
gain in Adam. And then we experience something of glorious resurrection life.

And this is what Paul is saying in Philippians 3.



7 But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for
the sake of Christ. 8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the
loss of all things, and count them but rubbish in order that I may gain Christ, 9
and may be found in Him...

10 that I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of
His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 11 in order that I may attain to the
resurrection from the dead.



