
Jason Henderson 
Akron Vineyard   
050612 
 

The Believer Defined By A Person 
 

 
-  Review last  t im e 

 
This week I  want  to hone in on Òthe believer  defined by t his PersonÓ.   I  want  t o talk 
about  having a defining view  of Christ ,  wherein we see ourselves in that  view.   Now 
lets not  get  funny about  thisÉ IÕm  not  talk ing about  you becom ing Jesus.    I Õm  talk ing 
about  Christ  being your life,  so t hat  when t here is a revealing of Him ,  t hen there is a 
seeing of you.  And that  is exact ly what  Colossians 3: 3 says Òwhenever Christ ,  who is 
your  life is revealed,  then you are revealedÓ. 
 
And I  want  to use our  d iagram  again.   And those of you who are listening to th is on 
CD or  on t he web,  t his d iagram  is available in the notes sect ion of todayÕs serm on on 
our  websit e.    And weÕll probably  be referr ing to this diagram  on and off for  a while 
here.   
 
Now hereÕs the sit uat ion t hat  I  t hink we all f ind ourselves in.   We have th is book 
called t he Bible that  t ells us over and over again that  our  old life has been put  into 
the death of Chr ist ,  and that  we have a new life,  and that  life is Chr ist .   Christ  is our  
life.   We just  quoted Colossians 3.  But  we could go all over the new testam ent  and 
see t hat .   We have a new life.    And that  life is over  here on the right  side of th is 
diagram .   
 
And the cross has separated us from  that  old m an.  Now, of course, we all know that  
we can st ill see ourselves in t hat  old m an,  we can st ill abide in that  old m anÉ and 
doing so we will bring forth the expression of that  old m an.   I n fact ,  t o whatever  
extent  you are found in t his old m an,  to t hat  exact  extent  you will experience and 
m anifest  that  old m an.   
 
And we talked about  that  wit h respect  to the carnal m ind.   To use the m ind of t his 
old m an,  is death.  Rom ans 8: 6 Ð t o be carnally  m inded is death.    To use the old 
m ind,  you w ill only ever exper ience t he old m an. And thatÕs why itÕs death,  because 
he is separated from  life.   But  praise God we have the m ind of Chr ist .  But  are we 
seeing with the m ind of Christ ?  ThatÕs another  quest ion.   
 
OkÉ so we have a new life.   And t hat  life is Christ .  And Christ  is in us.   And let  m e 
just  say th is really  clearly.  Salvat ion is Christ . ( show on diagram )  Salvat ion is a 
person.   And t hat  person is in you.   And therefore,  your exper ience of t hat  salvat ion 
is t he revealing of that  person in you.   Do you see that?  Salvat ion isnÕt  som e thing 
that  a person gave you.  Salvat ion is the person on t he right  side of our  diagram  
here.   And therefore, your  experience of that  g lorious salvat ion, the joy of that  
salvat ion,  the freedom  and rest  of t hat  salvat ion, blessings of that  salvat ionÉ .YOUR 
EXPERIENCE OF ALL THAT SALVATI ON ISÉ is t he revealing of that  salvat ion in you! .    
Praise God.    Can you see that  t his m orning.    
 
ThatÕs why we preach Christ  revealed in you.   Because your salvat ion m ust  be 
defined by t his person.  I ts not  som ething over  on the left  side of the diagram .  I tÕs 
the person on the r ight  side.   And unt il the Spir it  of God begins to work the reality  of 



that  person in your  heart ,  (Òthat  Christ  would dwell in your  heart  by fait hÓ)  you w ill 
only and ever  exper ience t he old person, the old m an, him  who is not  salvat ion at  
all.    
 
But ,  brothers and sist ers, as Paul says in Galat ians 1: 15 ~  Òwhen it  p leased the 
Father  t o reveal His Son in m eÉ then I  went  and preached Him  to the nat ionsÓ.   And I  
wish som et im es that  we all would wait  to preach Him  unt il He is revealed in us.   
Otherw ise its j ust  so m any of m ans ideas,  m ans t eaching,  m ans st rength, m anÕs 
doct r ines.  But  Paul says ÒI  was sit t ing around in Arabia for three years as the one 
whom  I  saw on t he road to Dam ascus was revealed in m eÓ.  
 
OkÉ IÕm  all over  the place already.   We have a new life,  and t hat  life is over  here on 
the right .   That  life is separate from  the old life.  I ts t otally other  than that  life on the 
other side of the cross.  (what  Sue said)   I ts not  an im proved version of that  life.  I tÕs 
a whole new life altogether .  And in t his life there is no condem nat ion for  t he works 
of over  here, because theyÕve been crucif ied w it h Chr ist .   Yes t heyÕre dead.  I f  you do 
these works,  t heyÕre dead, but  thereÕs no condem nat ion because t heyÕre already 
condem ned.   And Christ  j udges t he living and t he dead by this cross.   The cross is 
that  j udgm ent .   
 
Bunny Trail Ð t hatÕs what  the word judgm ent  m eans a div iding. A cut t ing asunder.    
A div iding between t hat  which is life and that  which is death.  And that  judgm ent  is 
working it s way t hrough you.   And that  j udgm ent  is separat ing Adam  from  Christ .    
 

• And thatÕs what  1 Peter 4 is saying:   vs.  5 Òwe will give an account  t o the one 
that  is ready to j udge t he living and the dead.   For  to t his end the gospel was 
preached t o the dead, that  t hey m ight  be judged according to m en in the 
flesh,  but  m ight  live according to God in the Spir it .Ó 

 
So over  here on the r ight  is our  new life.   I tÕs a glor ious life.   I n fact  that  life is the 
very glory of God.  I t  is GodÕs expression of Him self Ð which is glory.   Hebrews says 
that  Chr ist  is t he radiance of His glory.   And Christ  is our  life.    You canÕt  separate 
Chr ist  from  glory .  Glory  isnÕt  a place.   Glory  is a person.  ThatÕs why Paul says his 
m ystery is ÒChr ist  in you t he hope ( expectat ion)  of g loryÓ 
 
We have a new nature.  2 Peter  1: 4 says weÕve becom e partakers of the div ine 
nature.   That  nature has been placed in us.   And so if  weÕre looking in t he right  
m ir ror Ð a m ir ror that  really  ref lect s who we are, a m ir ror  that  really shows us 
ourselvesÉ if weÕre look ing in that  m ir ror, weÕre going to see t hat  new life.   WeÕre 
going to see ourselves in Him .   WeÕre going to see that  we have died and our  life is 
hidden wit h Christ  in God.   ThatÕs what  weÕre going to perceive.   And weÕll see that  
progressively,  but  thatÕs what  a t rue spiritual m ir ror w ill begin to show us.    
 
WeÕre not  supposed to look int o that  m ir ror and see Adam .  WeÕre not  supposed t o 
gaze into that  m ir ror  and see the old m an.   WeÕre not  supposed to see death.  WeÕre 
not  supposed to see ourselves defined by the good and bad fru it  on t his wrong t ree.  
WeÕre not  supposed to see ourselves at  all.   WeÕre supposed to see Him  and be found 
in Him .   WeÕre supposed t o see a new m an,  a new nature.  And whenever Christ , 
who is your  life,  is revealed,  t hen you are revealed.   Then you see yourselfÉ because 
youÕve been crucified with Christ , and it s no longer you that  live,  but  Christ  t hat  lives 
in you.   
 



YouÕre supposed to look into t his spir it ual m ir ror  and see Him  who is your life.   And 
when you see Him  who is life, you do inst inct ively and instant ly  what  everyone does 
that  sees life,  they fall at  is feet  like one dead.      Now,  brothers and sisters,  I  donÕt  
m ean you have a faint ing spell.   I  donÕt  m ean you get  slain in t he spiritÉ or  whatever.  
I  believe in such t hings,  but  thatÕs not  what  IÕm  talking about .   And t hatÕs not  what  
happened t o Ezekiel, John, Daniel and others who saw the Lord.     
 
They didnÕt  j ust  faint  in the presence of t he Holy  Spir itÉ they fell as one dead.   They 
fell at  h is feet  and said Òm y God,  I  have no life but  you.   You are the life,  and I  
cannot  stand in your  presence but  by youÓ.   And they didnÕt  get  up unt il t hey got  up 
in His st rength.  They didnÕt  stand again unt il they stood by His life.    Revelat ion 1 Ð 
John couldnÕt  stand up unt il the right  hand of the Lord stood Him  up because John 
cam e face to face with the reality  that  He is life,  and apart  from  Him  I  have no life.   
 
(And thatÕs why t he O.T.  says that  no m an can see God and live)  
 
And th is is what  a clear view  of Christ  w ill do every t im e.   A clear  view  of Christ  will 
show you t hat  He is life and you have no life but  Him .   You just  canÕt  stand in that  
judgm entÉ the j udgm ent  of t he cross.  But  perhaps, if youÕre found in Him  you can 
have life.  But  apart  from  Him  there is nothing.   Apart  from  that  life, there is just  
death.  And you m ight  as well just  fall down and wait  for  Him  to stand you back up 
because everything done out side of that  life is t he night  of the liv ing dead.   
 
This is a clear  v iew of Chr ist .  But  what  is so oft en t he case with us is we look in the 
m irror, and we t hink we see who we are,  but  all we see is the old m an ( left ) .   And 
we are defined by th is view.   We understand ourselves,  we feel about  ourselves 
according t o this v iew.  And I  prom ise you that  t he m ind set  on that  old m an is 
deathÉ because that  old m an is dead Ð separated from  God.    And the person star ing 
at  t hat  old m an in the m irror  will only  see and exper ience his lack.    
 
I f  he is all we see when we seek t o see ourselves,  then he defines you.  And IÕm  not  
talking about  int ellectual defin it ion.   IÕm  talking about  carrying t hat  defin it ion into 
ever  sit uat ion,  every em ot ion, every act ion,  every affect ion.   
 
And we know this from  experience.  I n fact , a certain anonym ous church m em ber,  
whoÕs in it ials are Jessica Henderson had th is really int erest ing exper ience the 
weekend of t he conference.    
 
I t  was Saturday night ,  t he night  that  Terry preached and there was a real sense of 
Jesus being seen and experienced by the people.  And t here was a real peace and 
rest  in t he gather ing.   And Jessie was seeing t ruth,  seeing herself in Chr ist  and 
happy.   And she gets in the car  to go hom e,  and she begins t o have t houghts about  
her  fault s,  about  her lack,  about  com paring herself to som eone elseÉ and just  as 
sheÕs star t ing to th ink of such t hings she hears t he Lord speak to her very clearly 
say ing Òchoose life,  or  choose deathÓ.    
 
And what  t hat  m eans with reference t o our d iagram  is choose to look unto Him  to 
see t he appearing of you,  or  look unto t his old m an.   And sadly in th is case Jessie, 
for an hour or  so, chose deathÉ and it  im m ediately  brought  her  into an incredible 
sadness and condem nat ion t hat  lasted unt il we t alked it  t hrough later and she 
corrected her  gaze.    
 



But  t hatÕs what  weÕre always doing.   WeÕre t rying to see ourselves in Christ , but  
weÕre dropping our  gaze from  Chr ist  onto ourselves.   And no sooner do we see 
ourselves here ( left )  then we are frust rated,  disappointed,  condem ned,  depressed,  
lost ,  blind,  and feeling like weÕll never change.  WeÕre look ing unto the old m an 
wonder ing why he doesnÕt  change.   But  the gospel isnÕt  the changing of the old m an.  
The gospel is t he escape from  him  through a new life.    
 
I  do t his so often.   I  lose m y view  of Him  who really defines m e,  who really  is m y 
ident ityÉ and I  look t o see m yself and I  see j ust  Jason.   And that  is a horrib le t hing to 
see.   And it s frust rat ing and hopeless when I  feel IÕm  doing bad, and gives m e pr ide 
and self- r ighteousness when I  th ink IÕm  good.  But  neither  of these are a t rue 
defin ing v iew of m yself.   
 
Friends,  againÉ this gospel is not  the bet t erm ent  of Adam .  I ts not  changing him ,  it s 
escaping from  him .   But  if  you are not  defined by the person who is your  life,  and 
you cont inually  drop your gaze to look at  yourself,  you will only ever  see your lack.  
You will only ever  feel your  lack.   You w ill relate to God based upon your lack.  You 
will relate t o others based upon your lack and their  lack.   
 
And so m y quest ion for you this m orning, is your v iew  of yourself defined by t his 
Person on t he right?  Or th is person on t he left ?  And for PeteÕs sake I  donÕt  m ean 
your int ellectual opinion.   I  donÕtÕ m ean your t heological concept ion.  I  m ean your 
spiritual seeing.   I  m ean the v iew that  you carry  into every single situat ion you walk 
into.   
 
Jam es 1 deals w it h th is direct lyÉ and he uses our analogy of th is m irror.  Som ething 
into which you look t o see yourself.   ThatÕs th is m ir ror.  HeÕs not  talking about  a 
m ir ror int o which you look and see your physical body.  HeÕs referr ing to a m ir ror  
which t ru ly  gives you an im age of yourself.   And hereÕs what  he says m any of us are 
like.     
 
James 1: 21…and receive with meekness the implanted Word, which is able to save 
your souls. 
 
Now heÕs talk ing about  the Word.   Not  j ust  the words on a page.   HeÕs talking about  
the living Word.  The im planted Word.   The Word that  needs room  in your heart  to 
grow,  and when it  does it  saves your soul.  I t  t ransform s your soul into t he im age of 
that  Word.   That  Word is our topic.    
 
22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.  
 
Som et im es I  feel like I  have t o take t he relig ious m onkey off of our backs as we read 
these verses because weÕre so used to reading t hem  w it h a works filt er on.   HeÕs not  
say ing ÒBless God,  you all need to stop just  list ening to that  preacher and start  doing 
what  he saysÓ.  ThatÕs not  what  Jam es is say ing.   HeÕs say ing t hat  th is Word was 
im planted so that  t here would be a m anifestat ion (or  the lit eral world here t ranslated 
ÒdoerÓ is per form )É this Word is supposed t o per form  through you.  YouÕre supposed 
to be an expression of th is Word.   Not  just  som ebody that  hears t rue th ings.   But  
som ebody t hat  becom es a m anifestat ion of the Truth Him self.    
 
So,  it  begs the quest ion Ð how is it  Jam es t hat  som ebody would begin t o hear t his 
Word,  but  not  m anifest  that  Word?  How does that  happen? 
 



23 For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man 
beholding his natural face in a mirror:  
 
Now before I  com m ent  on t his verse,  lets clear up our  words here.   This word that  
the King Jam es t ranslates ÒnaturalÓ here is t he Greek word 1078 and it  m eans 
Ònature,  k ind,  stockÓ.    I t  is not  t he sam e Greek word as in 1 Corinth ians 2: 14 where 
it  says Òthe natural m an cannot  understand the things of the Spir it ,  for they are 
foolishness to h im Ó.  That  word ÒnaturalÓ is St rongs 5591 and it  m eans Òsoulical,  
sensualÓ.  
 
WhatÕs m y point?  Well,  what  Jam es is saying is not  that  we are looking in t he m irror 
and seeing our  soulical,  Adam ic,  sensual self.   We are rather  look ing in t his m ir ror  
and seeing what  nature we have been m ade.  What  stock we are.   What  kind we are.   
A lit eral t ranslat ion says Òif any m an be a hearer  of the word, and not  a doer, he is 
like a m an beholding the face of h is nature in a glassÉ Ó  So what  youÕre seeing is 
your  new nature.  What  you are seeing is the nature t hat  you have been m ade t o 
partake of.    and then what? 
 
24 For he beholds himself, and goes his way, and straightway forgets what kind of 
man he was.  
 
Do you see what  Jam es is say ing?  HeÕs say ing t hat  you catch a glim pse of t his new 
m an.   You cat ch a glim pse of defining yourself by th is new k ind,  by this new nature.  
But  you cannotÉ absolutely  cannot  m anifest  this kind, this nature, th is stock 
É because you walk  away from  that  m ir ror and forget  what  k ind you are.    You walk  
away from  this defin ing v iew  of yourself over here ( right )  and im m ediately you see 
yourself,  ident ify  yourself,  define yourself according to th is view.   According t o th is 
m an.    
 
Now if  you were t o cont inue in this v iew,  well t hen you could m ake m anifest  th is 
im planted Word.   And that  is what  t he next  verse says:   
 
25 But whoso looks into the perfect law of liberty (the law of the spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus), and continues therein , this man is not a forgetful hearer, but an effectual 
doer… 
 
Well,  thatÕs how it  works.   But  when our  gaze drops to see ourselves according t o the 
old m an,  it s like we walk  away from  the m irror and define ourselves by our lack.   
And it  brings us into absolutely nothing but  the experience of our lack.   Nothing but  
the exper ience of the m an of lack.    
 
And th is is exact ly  what  Paul is say ing in 2 Corinthians 3.  HeÕs br inging us back to 
this sam e m irror.   HeÕs want ing us t o re-v isit  this sam e m irrorÉ and he knows that  a 
clear view  in th is m ir ror w ill show us the Word im planted.   
 

18 But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the 
Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord. 

 
Now what  does Paul say t hat  weÕre seeing in this m ir ror?  Well,  weÕre seeing the 
glory  of the Lord?  WeÕre seeing t he im planted Word.   Rem em ber,  we said t hat  glory  
is a person not  a p lace,  not  a cloud.   Glory  cannot  be separated from  Christ .  And so 
your look ing in this m irror  t o see your lifeÉ to see your life accuratelyÉ and you see 



that  Chr ist  is your  life.   And m y God!  What  happens?  Well,  you becom e an effectual 
doer of t hat  glory!   Or how does Paul say it ?  You are t ransform ed into that  sam e 
im age from  glory  t o g lory .   
 
Do you see what  heÕs saying here.   Do you see t hat  God is t ry ing to do what  he told 
Ezekiel Ð Òshow the house to the house,  show the t em ple t o the t em pleÓ.   Show the 
people who they are when t hey look in m y m irror.   And let  all th ings be defined by 
this Person.  Let  the house be defined by t he glory  t hat  fil ls it .   Let  the vessel be 
defined by t he t reasure wit hin it .   Let  the t em ple be defined by t he presence of God.    
 
And so we are t old over  and over  again to grow  in the t rue know ledge of God.   And 
that  is how we grow.   That  is t he only  way we grow.   The t rue knowledge of that  
New Man in the m irror.   That  new m an who is your  life.  And when He is revealed 
then you are revealed.   Grow in the t rue knowledge of t hat  new m an.   
 

1 Corinthians 2:12 “the Spirit of God was given so that you might know the 
things that have been freely given to you by God” 
 
2CORINTHIANS 4:6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to [give] the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 
2CORINTHIANS 10:5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that 
exalteth itself against the knowledge of God 
 
EPHESIANS 1:17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of 
him: 
 
EPHESIANS 4:13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ: 
 
PHILEMON 1:6 [and I pray] that the fellowship of your faith may become 
effective through the knowledge of every good thing which is in you for 
Christ's sake. 
 
PHILIPPIANS 1:9 And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and 
more in knowledge and [in] all judgment; 
 
PHILIPPIANS 3:8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things [but] loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: 
 
COLOSSIANS 1:10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, 
being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; 
 
COLOSSIANS 3:10 And have put on the new [man], which is renewed in 
knowledge after the image of him that created him: 
 
2PETER 1:2 Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge 
of God, and of Jesus our Lord, 
 



2PETER 1:3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that 
[pertain] unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath 
called us to glory and virtue: 
 
2PETER 3:18 But grow in grace, and [in] the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 
My goodness, fr iends.   I t s alm ost  like t he New Testam ent  authors are t elling us t hat  
we donÕt  know som ething as we should!   I ts alm ost  like unt il we know the one who is 
our  life, then we donÕt  know ourselves.   We donÕt  have a defin ing v iew of ourselves.   
 
Let  m e end with t his analogy.    Last  week Colin t r ied t o dethrone m e with an 
analogy,  and I  need a chance to take back the belt .    
 
Let s say t hat  there was a poor m an w ith a large fam ily that  was constant ly  st ruggling 
to m ake ends m eet .   He was cont inually  plagued by an inabilit y  to com e up w ith 
enough m oney for his fam ily,  h is paym ents.  And it  defined him .   He thought  of 
him self according to h is lack.   He felt  sure that  everyone t hought  of him  according to 
his lack.   He felt  like a failure because of th is view of him self.   I n fact ,  everything he 
thought  about  him self was f ilt ered through the v iew  of th is lack.    
 
Well,  what  he didnÕt  know was that  a few years ago, w ithout  h im  know ing it ,  
som ebody slipped a check worth 50 m illion bucks into his bank account .   But ,  not  
know ing t hat  he cont inued t o live according t o h is defining view  of him self.    
 
He st ill hated him self.   He st ill felt  like a failure.   He st ill felt  that  everyone thought  of 
him  as a failure.  He was convinced.  And then one day, through a revelatory bank 
statem ent , he becam e aware of som ething t hat  he had been for  a long t im e.   And 
im m ediately  it  began t o change everything.  His v iew of h im self changed.  His 
feelings regarding otherÕs opinions changed.  His feelings about  being a provider, and 
a father changed.  Everything changed.  
 
Now let  m e ask you.   What  changed?  The only  t hing t hat  changed was he began to 
be conform ed to a t rue knowledge of what  was already t rue of Him .   He grew in 
know ledgeÉ and his ident it y  was t ransform ed.  His em ot ions were t ransform ed.   
 
Now this is a very carnal exam ple because weÕre not  talking about  get t ing m ore 
statusÉ weÕre talking about  an ent irely  new and ÒotherÓ life.   And t hat  life defining us.   
And growing in the t rue knowledge of that  g lorious lifeÉ well,  then we are conform ed 
to that  view.   Our soul is t ransform ed by the renewing of t he m ind.  We are able to 
put  off the old m an and,  by the renew ing of the m ind,  put  on t he new m an.   We are 
able t o stare into t he m irror of t hat  glor ious bank statem ent  and be changed from  
glory  to glory.   Praise God.    
 
All t hings defined by a person.   
 


