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The Believer Defined By A Person

-  Review last time

This week | want to hone in on Qhe believer defined by this PersonQ | want to talk
about having a defining view of Christ, wherein we see ourselves in that view. Now
lets not get funny about thisE1® not talking about you becoming Jesus. 1@ talking
about Christ being your life, so that when there is a revealing of Him, then there is a
seeing of you. And that is exactly what Colossians 3:3 says Qvhenever Christ, who is
your life is revealed, then you are revealedQ

And | want to use our diagram again. And those of you who are listening to this on
CD or on the web, this diagram is available in the notes section of today® sermon on
our website. And we@ probably be referring to this diagram on and off for a while
here.

Now here@ the situation that | think we all find ourselves in. We have this book
called the Bible that tells us over and over again that our old life has been put into
the death of Christ, and that we have a new life, and that life is Christ. Christ is our
life. We just quoted Colossians 3. But we could go all over the new testament and
see that. We have a new life. And that life is over here on the right side of this
diagram.

And the cross has separated us from that old man. Now, of course, we all know that
we can still see ourselves in that old man, we can still abide in that old manEand
doing so we will bring forth the expression of that old man. In fact, to whatever
extent you are found in this old man, to that exact extent you will experience and
manifest that old man.

And we talked about that with respect to the carnal mind. To use the mind of this
old man, is death. Romans 8:6 Bto be carnally minded is death. To use the old
mind, you will only ever experience the old man. And that® why it@ death, because
he is separated from life. But praise God we have the mind of Christ. But are we
seeing with the mind of Christ? That® another question.

OkEso we have a new life. And that life is Christ. And Christ is in us. And let me
just say this really clearly. Salvation is Christ. (show on diagram) Salvation is a
person. And that person isin you. And therefore, your experience of that salvation
is the revealing of that person in you. Do you see that? Salvation isn® some thing
that a person gave you. Salvation is the person on the right side of our diagram
here. And therefore, your experience of that glorious salvation, the joy of that
salvation, the freedom and rest of that salvation, blessings of that salvationE.YOUR
EXPERIENCE OF ALL THAT SALVATION ISEis the revealing of that salvation in you!.
Praise God. Can you see that this morning.

That®@ why we preach Christ revealed in you. Because your salvation must be
defined by this person. Its not something over on the left side of the diagram. 1t@
the person on the right side. And until the Spirit of God begins to work the reality of



that person in your heart, (Qhat Christ would dwell in your heart by faithQ you will
only and ever experience the old person, the old man, him who is not salvation at
all.

But, brothers and sisters, as Paul says in Galatians 1: 15 ~ Qvhen it pleased the
Father to reveal His Son in meEthen | went and preached Him to the nationsQ And |
wish sometimes that we all would wait to preach Him until He is revealed in us.
Otherwise its just so many of mans ideas, mans teaching, mans strength, man@®
doctrines. But Paul says Q was sitting around in Arabia for three years as the one
whom | saw on the road to Damascus was revealed in meQ

OKE1@n all over the place already. We have a new life, and that life is over here on
the right. That life is separate from the old life. Its totally other than that life on the
other side of the cross. (what Sue said) Its not an improved version of that life. t®
a whole new life altogether. And in this life there is no condemnation for the works
of over here, because they®e been crucified with Christ. Yes they®e dead. If you do
these works, they®e dead, but there® no condemnation because they®e already
condemned. And Christ judges the living and the dead by this cross. The cross is
that judgment.

Bunny Trail b that@ what the word judgment means a dividing. A cutting asunder.
A dividing between that which is life and that which is death. And that judgment is
working its way through you. And that judgment is separating Adam from Christ.

* And that® what 1 Peter 4 is saying: vs. 5 Qve will give an account to the one
that is ready to judge the living and the dead. For to this end the gospel was
preached to the dead, that they might be judged according to men in the
flesh, but might live according to God in the Spirit.O

So over here on the right is our new life. 1t@ a glorious life. In fact that life is the
very glory of God. It is God® expression of Himself B which is glory. Hebrews says
that Christ is the radiance of His glory. And Christ is our life. You can® separate
Christ from glory. Glory isn® a place. Glory is a person. That® why Paul says his
mystery is GChrist in you the hope (expectation) of gloryO

We have a new nature. 2 Peter 1:4 says we@e become partakers of the divine
nature. That nature has been placed in us. And so if we®e looking in the right
mirror B a mirror that really reflects who we are, a mirror that really shows us
ourselvesEif we®e looking in that mirror, we®e going to see that new life. We®e
going to see ourselves in Him. We®e going to see that we have died and our life is
hidden with Christ in God. That® what we®e going to perceive. And wed see that
progressively, but that® what a true spiritual mirror will begin to show us.

We®e not supposed to look into that mirror and see Adam. We®e not supposed to
gaze into that mirror and see the old man. We®e not supposed to see death. We®e
not supposed to see ourselves defined by the good and bad fruit on this wrong tree.
We®e not supposed to see ourselves at all. We®e supposed to see Him and be found
in Him. We®e supposed to see a new man, a new nature. And whenever Christ,
who is your life, is revealed, then you are revealed. Then you see yourselfEbecause
you®e been crucified with Christ, and its no longer you that live, but Christ that lives
in you.



You®e supposed to look into this spiritual mirror and see Him who is your life. And
when you see Him who is life, you do instinctively and instantly what everyone does
that sees life, they fall at is feet like one dead. Now, brothers and sisters, | don®
mean you have a fainting spell. | don® mean you get slain in the spiritEor whatever.
| believe in such things, but that® not what 1@n talking about. And that® not what
happened to Ezekiel, John, Daniel and others who saw the Lord.

They didn® just faint in the presence of the Holy SpiritEthey fell as one dead. They
fell at his feet and said Ony God, | have no life but you. You are the life, and |
cannot stand in your presence but by youQ And they didn® get up until they got up
in His strength. They didn® stand again until they stood by His life. Revelation 1 b
John couldn® stand up until the right hand of the Lord stood Him up because John
came face to face with the reality that He is life, and apart from Him | have no life.

(And that®@ why the O.T. says that no man can see God and live)

And this is what a clear view of Christ will do every time. A clear view of Christ will
show you that He is life and you have no life but Him. You just can® stand in that
judgmentEthe judgment of the cross. But perhaps, if you®e found in Him you can
have life. But apart from Him there is nothing. Apart from that life, there is just
death. And you might as well just fall down and wait for Him to stand you back up
because everything done outside of that life is the night of the living dead.

This is a clear view of Christ. But what is so often the case with us is we look in the
mirror, and we think we see who we are, but all we see is the old man (left). And
we are defined by this view. We understand ourselves, we feel about ourselves
according to this view. And | promise you that the mind set on that old man is
deathEbecause that old man is dead P separated from God. And the person staring
at that old man in the mirror will only see and experience his lack.

If he is all we see when we seek to see ourselves, then he defines you. And 1@ not
talking about intellectual definition. 1@n talking about carrying that definition into
ever situation, every emotion, every action, every affection.

And we know this from experience. In fact, a certain anonymous church member,
who@ initials are Jessica Henderson had this really interesting experience the
weekend of the conference.

It was Saturday night, the night that Terry preached and there was a real sense of
Jesus being seen and experienced by the people. And there was a real peace and
rest in the gathering. And Jessie was seeing truth, seeing herself in Christ and
happy. And she getsin the car to go home, and she begins to have thoughts about
her faults, about her lack, about comparing herself to someone elseEand just as
she@® starting to think of such things she hears the Lord speak to her very clearly
saying (thoose life, or choose deathQ

And what that means with reference to our diagram is choose to look unto Him to
see the appearing of you, or look unto this old man. And sadly in this case Jessie,
for an hour or so, chose deathEand it immediately brought her into an incredible
sadness and condemnation that lasted until we talked it through later and she
corrected her gaze.



But that@ what we®e always doing. We®e trying to see ourselves in Christ, but
we®e dropping our gaze from Christ onto ourselves. And no sooner do we see
ourselves here (left) then we are frustrated, disappointed, condemned, depressed,
lost, blind, and feeling like wed@ never change. We®e looking unto the old man
wondering why he doesn® change. But the gospel isn® the changing of the old man.
The gospel is the escape from him through a new life.

| do this so often. | lose my view of Him who really defines me, who really is my
identityEand | look to see myself and | see just Jason. And that is a horrible thing to
see. And its frustrating and hopeless when | feel 1@ doing bad, and gives me pride
and self-righteousness when | think 1@ good. But neither of these are a true
defining view of myself.

Friends, againEthis gospel is not the betterment of Adam. Its not changing him, its
escaping from him. But if you are not defined by the person who is your life, and
you continually drop your gaze to look at yourself, you will only ever see your lack.
You will only ever feel your lack. You will relate to God based upon your lack. You
will relate to others based upon your lack and their lack.

And so my question for you this morning, is your view of yourself defined by this
Person on the right? Or this person on the left? And for Pete® sake | don® mean
your intellectual opinion. | don®mean your theological conception. | mean your
spiritual seeing. | mean the view that you carry into every single situation you walk
into.

James 1 deals with this directlyEand he uses our analogy of this mirror. Something
into which you look to see yourself. That® this mirror. He® not talking about a
mirror into which you look and see your physical body. He@® referring to a mirror
which truly gives you an image of yourself. And here® what he says many of us are
like.

James 1: 21...and receive with meekness the implanted Word, which is able to save
your souls.

Now he® talking about the Word. Not just the words on a page. He@ talking about
the living Word. The implanted Word. The Word that needs room in your heart to
grow, and when it does it saves your soul. It transforms your soul into the image of
that Word. That Word is our topic.

22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.

Sometimes | feel like | have to take the religious monkey off of our backs as we read
these verses because we®e so used to reading them with a works filter on. He® not
saying (Bless God, you all need to stop just listening to that preacher and start doing
what he saysQ That® not what James is saying. He@® saying that this Word was
implanted so that there would be a manifestation (or the literal world here translated
QloerQis perform)Ethis Word is supposed to perform through you. You®e supposed
to be an expression of this Word. Not just somebody that hears true things. But
somebody that becomes a manifestation of the Truth Himself.

So, it begs the question B how is it James that somebody would begin to hear this
Word, but not manifest that Word? How does that happen?



23 For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man
beholding his natural face in a mirror:

Now before | comment on this verse, lets clear up our words here. This word that
the King James translates GhaturalOhere is the Greek word 1078 and it means
Ohature, kind, stockQ It is not the same Greek word as in 1 Corinthians 2:14 where
it says Ghe natural man cannot understand the things of the Spirit, for they are
foolishness to himQ That word haturalOis Strongs 5591 and it means Goulical,
sensualQ

What@ my point? Well, what James is saying is not that we are looking in the mirror
and seeing our soulical, Adamic, sensual self. We are rather looking in this mirror
and seeing what nature we have been made. What stock we are. What kind we are.
A literal translation says Qf any man be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is
like a man beholding the face of his nature in a glassE O So what you®e seeing is
your new nature. What you are seeing is the nature that you have been made to
partake of. and then what?

24 For he beholds himself, and goes his way, and straightway forgets what kind of
man he was.

Do you see what James is saying? He@® saying that you catch a glimpse of this new
man. You catch a glimpse of defining yourself by this new kind, by this new nature.
But you cannotEabsolutely cannot manifest this kind, this nature, this stock
Ebecause you walk away from that mirror and forget what kind you are. You walk
away from this defining view of yourself over here (right) and immediately you see
yourself, identify yourself, define yourself according to this view. According to this
man.

Now if you were to continue in this view, well then you could make manifest this
implanted Word. And that is what the next verse says:

25 But whoso looks into the perfect law of liberty (the law of the spirit of life in Christ
Jesus), and continues therein , this man is not a forgetful hearer, but an effectual
doer...

Well, that® how it works. But when our gaze drops to see ourselves according to the
old man, its like we walk away from the mirror and define ourselves by our lack.

And it brings us into absolutely nothing but the experience of our lack. Nothing but
the experience of the man of lack.

And this is exactly what Paul is saying in 2 Corinthians 3. He@® bringing us back to
this same mirror. He® wanting us to re-visit this same mirrorEand he knows that a
clear view in this mirror will show us the Word implanted.

18 But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the
Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the
Spirit of the Lord.

Now what does Paul say that we®e seeing in this mirror? Well, we®e seeing the
glory of the Lord? We®e seeing the implanted Word. Remember, we said that glory
is a person not a place, not a cloud. Glory cannot be separated from Christ. And so
your looking in this mirror to see your lifeEto see your life accuratelyEand you see



that Christ is your life. And my God! What happens? Well, you become an effectual
doer of that glory! Or how does Paul say it? You are transformed into that same
image from glory to glory.

Do you see what he® saying here. Do you see that God is trying to do what he told
Ezekiel B Ghow the house to the house, show the temple to the templeQ Show the
people who they are when they look in my mirror. And let all things be defined by
this Person. Let the house be defined by the glory that fills it. Let the vessel be
defined by the treasure within it. Let the temple be defined by the presence of God.

And so we are told over and over again to grow in the true knowledge of God. And
that is how we grow. That is the only way we grow. The true knowledge of that
New Man in the mirror. That new man who is your life. And when He is revealed
then you are revealed. Grow in the true knowledge of that new man.

1 Corinthians 2:12 "“the Spirit of God was given so that you might know the
things that have been freely given to you by God”

2CORINTHIANS 4:6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to [give] the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

2CORINTHIANS 10:5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that
exalteth itself against the knowledge of God

EPHESIANS 1:17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,
may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of
him:

EPHESIANS 4:13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ:

PHILEMON 1:6 [and I pray] that the fellowship of your faith may become
effective through the knowledge of every good thing which is in you for
Christ's sake.

PHILIPPIANS 1:9 And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and
more in knowledge and [in] all judgment;

PHILIPPIANS 3:8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things [but] loss for the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord:

COLOSSIANS 1:10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing,
being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God,

COLOSSIANS 3:10 And have put on the new [man], which is renewed in
knowledge after the image of him that created him:

2PETER 1:2 Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge
of God, and of Jesus our Lord,



2PETER 1:3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that
[pertain] unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath
called us to glory and virtue:

2PETER 3:18 But grow in grace, and [in] the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.

My goodness, friends. Its almost like the New Testament authors are telling us that
we don® know something as we should! Its almost like until we know the one who is
our life, then we don® know ourselves. We don® have a defining view of ourselves.

Let me end with this analogy. Last week Colin tried to dethrone me with an
analogy, and | need a chance to take back the belt.

Lets say that there was a poor man with a large family that was constantly struggling
to make ends meet. He was continually plagued by an inability to come up with
enough money for his family, his payments. And it defined him. He thought of
himself according to his lack. He felt sure that everyone thought of him according to
his lack. He felt like a failure because of this view of himself. In fact, everything he
thought about himself was filtered through the view of this lack.

Well, what he didn® know was that a few years ago, without him knowing it,
somebody slipped a check worth 50 million bucks into his bank account. But, not
knowing that he continued to live according to his defining view of himself.

He still hated himself. He still felt like a failure. He still felt that everyone thought of
him as a failure. He was convinced. And then one day, through a revelatory bank
statement, he became aware of something that he had been for a long time. And
immediately it began to change everything. His view of himself changed. His
feelings regarding other® opinions changed. His feelings about being a provider, and
a father changed. Everything changed.

Now let me ask you. What changed? The only thing that changed was he began to
be conformed to a true knowledge of what was already true of Him. He grew in
knowledgeE and his identity was transformed. His emotions were transformed.

Now this is a very carnal example because we®e not talking about getting more
statusEwe®e talking about an entirely new and therOlife. And that life defining us.
And growing in the true knowledge of that glorious lifeEwell, then we are conformed
to that view. Our soul is transformed by the renewing of the mind. We are able to
put off the old man and, by the renewing of the mind, put on the new man. We are
able to stare into the mirror of that glorious bank statement and be changed from
glory to glory. Praise God.

All things defined by a person.



