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I want to talk today about the transforming of your soul by faith. Last week we
talked about the reality that what you see by faith is a finished work. Let me just
review that for a minute. We have so many people in and out of town, I don't like to
move on too quickly and leave people confused.

And I want to recommend again that you pick up the CD for a buck. I'm not the
least bit interested in whether you hear me, or Jimmy or Naomi or Terry or JW
talking about the reality of being in Christ. I just know that you can’t grow in your
understanding, grow in faith, very effectively if, for 35 minutes on Sunday you're
hearing something, and for the next 6 days of the week you’re hearing the world and
the flesh say something totally opposite.

Faith comes by hearing...but if there is no hearing, where is the faith going to come
from? How will they believe unless they hear? So it is with all of us.

First of all lets review:

1. what faith is — a spiritual view of spiritual reality

¢ Not your natural mind believing in or hoping in spiritual reality.

2. what the faith of the Son of God is - his view of all things spiritual

3. living by faith vs. living by sight.
Analogy: I haven't worked the bugs out of this analogy yet, but - suppose there
was a man with a blindfold who sat on the floor of a dirty cave. And this man
had always wanted to build a house. But strive as he may, he simply did not
have the abilities or the resources. He was, in fact, so far from it, he couldn’t
even begin to build a house. Well, by some act of power and grace, the Lord
actually picked him up from his cave, blindfold and all, and set him in the most
beautiful house that this man could ever imagine. Well, for a little while the man
was pretty sure that he hadn’t even left the cave. As far as he could tell
according to sight, things were the same. So he just sat there on the floor of the
house always dreaming of one day living in a house. [sounds like the church] And
perhaps this would have continued indefinitely except for the fact that Holy Spirit
kept whispering to him that he was in a perfect house. But when he looked
around by sight...he saw nothing of this house. It seemed as though everything
was the same as the cave. He saw the back of the blindfold - just like always.
Well, finally, in desperation this man got on his knees and said “Spirit of God, if
I'm in a house, show me in a way that I can know”. Well, the spirit then began
to show him first a wall, then a chair, then a door, then the bathtub, then the
bed. Until he soon became so familiar with the substance, the reality of the
house...he could never doubt it. In fact, he lived by it. He knew where
everything was. He walked in it. He slept in it. He ate from it, drank from it,
played in it. All that the Spirit revealed was real! It was substance. Though it
could not be seen with his natural eyes, there was something better than seeing
it. There was living in it, experiencing it, enjoying it, sleeping in it. Though he



could never walk by sight — there was something more real than sight. There
was all that the Spirit of God had revealed him about this new dwelling.

Now that analogy has some serious weak points...but in some ways that is exactly
how it is with us. When we were saved, when we were put into the house, we
carried our same Adamic blindness with us into this new glorious house. And now,
the spirit of God is trying to give us a clear spiritual view (not a natural view) of this
house. He’'s trying to reveal to us a finished house. He’s not trying to get us to
stand up and build the house. He’'s trying to show us the house that we're in. He's
showing us a finished house that is our dwelling.

And for a while this blindfolded man still had a lot of fears about bats. There were
tons of bats in his cave. And, even though he had been placed in this house, he
couldn’t see that this was so...so he still lived in fear of bats. Well, it didn't take too
long of the Spirit showing him the house before he realized that in this place the bats
could not touch him. So that fear dropped off. That insecurity left him. He came to
know the truth and the truth set him free.

Alright, lets move on. I want to start today by looking at the creation of the first
man, the old man.. Lets look for a minute here at how Adam was created by God.
We're going to see how this is very pertinent...because the new creation is the total
reversing of this.

We're going to see that the old man was body first, then soul, and then the spirit can
be joined to the Lord.

And with the new man its just the opposite. First there is a spiritual head, which is
Christ, and then the body is added to that. On a more personal level, first the spirit
is made alive with Christ’s very life, and then the soul is conformed to that life - and
it is then expressed through the body.

But we're getting way ahead of ourselves. In the garden of Eden, God first formed
the body of man out of the earth. The body was made first. And I'm going to try to
represent this in a diagram of three circles inside each other. This outer circle is the
body.

And unfortunately one of man’s primary problems is that he has always tried to
serve that body. He’'s always tried to live as though the body were his source. He's
always tried to live for the body. And that was the problem with Adam and Eve.
They saw something that was pleasing to the eye. And it looked good for food. It
appealed to their senses. It appealed to the body. (though it also appealed to the
soul “it was able to make one wise”)

Well, then it says:
Gen. 2:7 Then the LORD God formed man of dust from the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living soul.

So here in this second circle, inside the larger one, we'll draw man’s soul. Now this
was God giving man life, but it was not God’s life. It does not say that He lived by
God’s Spirit. It says he became a living soul.

In fact, 1 Cor 15 teaches this explicitly:



45 So also it is written, "The first MAN, Adam, BECAME A LIVING
SOUL." The last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46 However, the
spiritual is not first, but the natural; then the spiritual. 47 The first man is
from the earth, earthy; the second man is from heaven. 48 As is the earthy,
so also are those who are earthy; and as is the heavenly, so also are those
who are heavenly. 49 And just as we have borne the image of the earthy, so
are we to bear the image of the heavenly.

And that’s what we're going to get into...just how we come to bear the image of the
heavenly. Because Paul is not talking here about bearing that image when we die.
He's already told us three dozen times that we have that heavenly man in us, and
we have been seated in the heavens in Him. And now we are in the process of being
conformed to that glorious image.

Again...I'm getting ahead of myself.

So the second circle here is the soul of man. And the choice that Adam made was to
live like this. The choice he had was to take of the tree of life and have that life be
an inner circle (draw third circle). But he chose rather to be like God - to live as his
own source, to live by his own resource, to live by his own knowledge. In fact, he
chose to live by the knowledge of good and evil. Bad choice.

And friends...there are only two ways to live. You are either living by the life
of another, with Him as your source. Or you are living by your knowledge of
good verses evil, with you as your source. You are either motivated in all
things by the impulse of His life, or you are trying to make decisions on how
to live based on what you currently think is good or evil.

And that’s what we were born into. That’s what we are when we’re born.

Now, when a person is joined to the Lord, the Scriptures tell us that we have become
one spirit. Let me just read that verse to you.

1 Cor. 6:17 But the one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with-Hirma-

What a statement. So...now begins redemption. But notice that when you read this
verse in your bible’s the words “with Him” are in italics (or they should be) because
they are not in the original. Paul is not just telling you that you’ve been joined.
He's also making a point that there is just "one new man” - one resurrected body
with many members. There is just one head with one body joined to it. And itis a
spiritual joining. Those who have joined themselves to the Lord have become one
spirit, one new man, one life by resurrection. Not that we are Jesus, but that we
have been joined to Him and get to share His life.

Ok, so now that is where we get our third circle. We have been born again.

[yes, I believe that we have a spirit prior to being born again which has a

certain function — namely interfacing with spiritual reality, conscience, and
intuition — but it is not a source of life until we are joined to the Lord. We
can’t live by it until it is joined to a life.]



We have joined ourselves to the Lord and have his spirit in us. In fact the Scriptures
tell us that we are the temple of His Spirit. We are the dwelling place of the Lord.
We are a living habitation.

Ok, Jason - why are you drawing circles? Here's my point: - but before I say it,
remember all that we've been learning about faith. Faith - a spiritual view of
spiritual reality. Faith - the showing of the finished house to the blindfolded man.
Christ is in you by new birth. Christ is in you by a joining to His Spirit. But he dwells
in your heart, he dwells here in your soul (the second circle), you experience him
here in your heart, your soul, your inner man BY FAITH.

Hopefully that rings a few familiarity bells in your mind, because that is exactly what
Paul is praying for the church in Ephesians 3. Now keep in mind that Paul is praying
this for believers. He says:

Ephesians 3:14 For this reason, I bow my knees before the Father, (Paul’s
going to tell us why he prays) 15 from whom the whole family in heaven and
on earth derives its name, 16 that He would grant you, according to the
riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the
inner man; 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith;

Can you see what he’s saying there? Paul, I thought Jesus was already in me? How
can you pray this? Paul would answer. Of course He's in you. He’'s in you by new
birth. He’s in you by regeneration - since the day you got saved! And that is
exactly why I'm praying that He would now dwell in your heart, fill your soul,
transform your inner man BY FAITH.

I'm praying that the one who is in you will be seen by you - and you will live in that
reality. I'm praying that the one that is in you will fill your heart with His reality as
you grow in your view of that reality. I'm praying that the one that has become
your life by new birth will now conform your heart to Himself by faith.

How does the faith of the Son of God fill my heart? How does it fill my soul, my
inner man (second circle). How does it happen, Paul? By faith.

Again, please remember our definition of faith. Because this doesn’t happen with a
wrong definition of faith. It doesn’t happen if you're just trying to believe spiritual
things with your natural mind. That’s not faith. Faith is a spiritual view of what is
spiritually real. And when you see it by faith, your heart and your mind and your will
line up with that view. Your heart beings to be transformed. What was already in
you beings to FEEL REAL...begins to appear true, begins to motivate you...begins to
transform you into the image of the life that you received. You see the house that
you're in. In fact, you see that you are His house.

You see, Christ here (the inner circle) doesn’t need to be transformed. He doesn’t
need to be renewed - He's the very renewing power itself. He doesn’t need to be
strengthened. He is strength itself.

What needs to be renewed? What needs to be changed? Your heart? Your soul?
Your mind. Your understanding. This second circle - this needs to grow into the
image of the Lord. This needs to develop, this needs to be renewed day by day, this
needs to be transformed, conformed to the likeness of the one that is already in you.
The one that is already your life.



That's why you constantly read verses like the one we just read
e that you would be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner
man. Eph 3:16
e That you are being renewed day by day.
¢ That you are being conformed to His likeness.

How does He do that? By revealing the Son (the third circle) in you. Because 1
Corinthians 1:30 - this one that is in you is made unto you wisdom, righteousness,
sanctification, redemption.

But you don’t see this indwelling Christ with your natural eyes, He must be revealed
in you. To the extent that you see Him with the eyes of your heart (second circle) to
that extent you can walk in that view, you can walk by faith. Remember our
blindfolded man analogy — to the extent that the Spirit reveals the house, he can live
in the house, experience the house, sleep in the bed.

Well, then what? Well then you are conformed to His image. Then you are
transformed into His likeness. Then your soul is changed into the expression of the
one who is your life.

And your body then expresses that image. See it's the opposite, the reversal of the
first man. Spiritual birth first, then a soul conformed, then an expression in the
body. We are now to “present our body (1% circle) as an instrument of
righteousness (Christ)”. Romans 6. And of course you remember that an
instrument is something that is played by someone else. No instrument plays itself.

We present our members as instruments of righteousness “so that the life of Jesus
also may be manifested in our mortal flesh” 2" Cor. 4:11. You are becoming the
expression of Him. You are no longer servants of the self. Servants of the flesh.

Here’s my point: the question isn't whether he is in you. The question is whether he
is dwelling in your heart by faith. The question is whether He is being seen,
revealed, in you so that you live by that clear view. So that you live by faith. So
that you live by what He (3™ circle) sees. Living by the faith of the Son of God.

You see, all of the world and most of the church has all of reality dictated to them
from the outside in, rather than from the inside out. We have our own view, and it is
based on the world, the flesh, or the soul. But the faith of the Son of God is actually
His view (the inner circle) being worked into your heart (second circle). But there in
lies our problems. We look to the world to understand God. We look out to the flesh
to understand life, to understand ourselves. And we live by what we see.

And then we try to believe things out there that we've heard are real in a book called
the bible. But Christ has been made unto us those things.

What do you see? Where are you looking? I'm not talking about some new age
garbage about a spark within you. I'm talking about you being born again by the
Spirit of Christ — and Christ being your life. I'm saying that Jesus lives in you. And,
as Peter says

2 Peter 1:3 ™ His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life
and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him”



And faith, a spiritual seeing of spiritual reality in Christ, happens as Christ is revealed
in you. You grow in the true knowledge of Him and then you walk by faith. You live
by faith.

So here’s a question for you this morning...are we living by faith? Or are we teaching
faith as just another way to live in the flesh? Living in the soul...trying to believe a
Jesus far away in a place called heaven so that we can get more things for the body,
and for the soul? Have we turned faith into just another way man gets things he
wants? Have we?

Isn’t it true that most books on faith are teaching you a view of faith that will get you
something you want? Faith for money. Faith for success. Faith for physical healing.
Faith for provision. Faith for ministry position. Is that what we’'ve made faith. Now
I'm not saying that God doesn’t grant you those things...but is that all that we have
made faith into?

Now please don’t hear what I'm not saying. The Lord knows that you need other
things. Jesus talks about that in Matthew 6. The Father knows you need all these
other things. But if you seek first the kingdom of God which is in you (center of
diagram), and his righteousness - which is Christ — the nature of that life, the
nature of that kingdom - then all other things will be added to you.

Faith is supposed to be something we live by, something that transforms us into the
image of Him. And have we made it into something that gets us more stuff? “Hey
look! I see something that is desirable to the eye, good for food, and can make us
wise — lets see if we can get it by faith!”

Well, I'm sad to say that that is just how bad we are. That is what we've done to
faith. And not only faith, but the gospel of Jesus Christ. We’'ve altered it..we've
changed it from the truth where it is an end of me and the increase of Christ by
faith....into something that uses Christ for the increase of me...and we call that faith.

We’'ve changed faith into something your natural mind tries to believe in order to get
things. But faith is the clear view of something you’ve already been given...a clear
view of a house that is built. And you are transformed into its image. Faith sees a
finished work, and becomes the evidence, the substance of that work in the earth.

Now you might say, “Jason, I have faith that God is going to do this and going to do
that”. And I'd say to you, that’s great. I'm glad you believe those things. But do
you have a faith that sees and lives by what God has already done? What God
has already established. A new creation. A new life. Resurrection.

And I'll close by saying this again. When you begin to walk by faith, you begin to
walk in the reality of everything that has been true since the moment you were born
again. You're not getting something you didn’t have. You’'re seeing and living by
something you’'ve had since you were saved. Faith grants you the experience, the
access into the grace in which you have always stood since new birth.

All of Christ is in you. That's a fact if you're born again. The question is always "“is
he dwelling in your heart by faith?”. Is the Spirit revealing to you your new house.
Are you sleeping in that new bed. Are you walking by faith and not by sight.



