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The Resurrection 
 
 
Being that it is Easter Sunday, I felt it appropriate to talk some today about the 
resurrection.  I suppose that nearly every church in America is preaching something about 
the resurrection of Jesus this morning.  And so, in like manner, I went onto the internet 
and found a pre-packaged Easter sermon which I am about to read to you.  
 
Just kidding. Wouldn’t that be different?  Actually, quite to the contrary, I am going to 
preach about the resurrection in a way that is probably different than how some preach it.  
Certainly different than what I formerly knew to be a good Easter message.   
 
Well, generally, I suppose, on Easter most Christian people try to reflect back to the 
historical event of the resurrection and celebrate that event as a true and real event that 
happened 2000 years ago.  And try to remember how that event has effected or changed 
their life.  
 
Now I don’t have any problem with that, so long as our comprehension of the 
resurrection doesn’t stop there.  I’m afraid that, for too many of us, it does.  But, as we 
have seen to be true with the cross, the resurrection is a timeless, ever-present 
reality…and not simply a veritable historical event.   
 
We have noted, on many occasions, that when the apostles preached the cross, they did 
not simply tell the story of the crucifixion.  They preached the reality of our death with 
Christ, the judgment of all of the adamic man and his creation, our burial with him, 
putting away the first man, first covenant, first creation.   The cross then being the 
timeless and current reality wherein that death, His death, now works in us.   
 
And it is the same with the resurrection.  The resurrection was never simply proclaimed 
as an event.  The resurrection was not something that apostles told stories about.  The 
resurrection, quite to the contrary, was a Person who came forth from among the dead to 
live in and through a body…and then these apostles and all who believed became the 
witness, the manifestation, the body of His resurrection.  
 
So the resurrection is life that comes out from death.  The resurrection is Christ that 
becomes your life.  Resurrection is the newness of Christ’s life – and all that that means 
and all that that fulfills.   And there is so much that we could say about that, because 
restoration and resurrection is the summation of all that was promised to Old Covenant 
Israel.  But unfortunately, when it came (when He came) they did not comprehend the 
reality and nature of this resurrection life.  They sought something in the natural realm 



and missed the substance of spirit and truth.  They sought a Messiah that would improve 
their life, but not become their life.   
 
And I believe this is very true of so many of us.  So many believers, in my opinion, do 
not have a real comprehension of what life really is.  Therefore, they do not truly 
understand resurrection.   
 
For far too many of us, life consists of the things that surround us.  It’s the friends that we 
have.  It’s places we’re familiar with.  Its an environment in which we live.  An 
environment that we create.  Life, for so many of us, is people, places, things, 
experiences, goals, fun, emotions – and all of this brought together into an environment 
that surrounds us…and we call it our life.  The natural man with his natural mind has 
such an environment that he calls life.    
 
And therefore, to many of us, Christianity then becomes an attempt to “bring God” into 
that environment.  Christianity then becomes the attempt to bring God into what we call 
life.  We are told to include God in our life.   
 
And I’m sure you have heard that sort of terminology.  Brother, you need to bring God 
into your life and things will be better!  Sister, you need to add Jesus to your life or its 
going to be rough.    
 
And then we are taught that if we include God into our life, then our  life is then much 
better or richer or has more purpose or is more pleasing to God or fulfills our destiny, or 
something of the like.   
 
And here is the incentive in it all.  Here is the big pull.  If you will invite God to be a part 
of your life, your environment, then, when your body dies, then you will go to a better 
place where you will meet God, meet your Maker, and you will be on good terms with 
him – for having included Him in your life.   
 
When you die, then, as I have heard it preached, “the exchange rate” for what you have 
done in the body will be tremendous.  He will then grant you everlasting life.  He will 
then grant you a resurrected body.  And you will begin your “after-life”.   
 
But in the meantime, the resurrection and the life are more or less concepts that we are 
waiting for.  Now, some people complicate this a little and add some bells and whistles to 
it, but that is generally the program.   
 
Some people will tell you that this eternal life is now “positionally yours” though it waits 
consummation.  And, in my mind, that is just another way of saying you don’t really have 
it yet.   Or perhaps a way of excusing why I don’t experience or express it. Some will tell 
you that you have a taste of it now, but the substance awaits you.  Some will tell you that 
you have the power of it in gifts of the spirit, but the Person of salvation you will meet in 
heaven riding on a white horse with a sword coming out of His mouth.  
 



And so, in some way or another, the resurrection and the life, become things of the future.  
And, for now, however you might say it, life still remains people, places, things, 
relationships and events into which we try to bring God.  L ife is still those things in 
which we try to put God first.   
 
And we are therefore concerned with how to “put God first” among the things that 
comprise life.  And that comprehension leads to much of what we do in our attempts to 
make our lives more “spiritual”. 
 
I was listening to a teaching this week in which a brother was describing what we do to 
try to make what we call life more spiritual.  Because that is what we have to do.  If we 
see life as these people, places, things, relationships, events, etc…then spiritual life 
becomes an attempt to make those things spiritual.   
 
And some do that by the way that they dress.  Trying to bring their concept of spiritual 
life into the arena of appearance.  Some do that by how they talk – trying, through 
choosing words carefully, to sanctify the tongue.  Some do it by trying to make the 
environment around us more godly.   
 
And, of course, while there is nothing wrong with holding your tongue or wearing nice 
clothes, that is not a substitute for life.  Apart from Christ our life working in us to those 
ends, such things are only an attempt to make our environment, which we know as life, to 
be holy.   
 
And so anyway, this brother went on to say that you ask one guy how to make their 
environment holy and he says “strap a bomb to your chest and blow up some infidels”  
And you think, how absolutely idiotic.  And yet, our attempts to force spirituality, Christ-
likeness, or religion, on our environment, on people, places, and things are perhaps not as 
outwardly damaging, but can be, and often are, even more inwardly damaging to those 
who do not conform to our image of spiritual life.   Whether it is a bomb, or it is our man-
made religion – somebody is going to get in our way and get hurt. 
 
And we leave in our wake a trail of tears and division and wounded, offended hearts that 
have not, through us, seen true resurrection Life….but have, unfortunately, seen only our 
attempts to “bring God into our life”, “bring God into our environment”.   
 
So often that is really what we do.  We have this environment consisting of people, 
places, things…into which we bring our concept of God.  Whatever concept of God that 
might be.  And once we have brought our concept of God into that environment, we call 
that true life.  We call that spiritual life.  We call that spiritual living.   
 
And when that life is over, then we think we’ll go get rewarded from God for having 
invited Him into our life, and for attempting to order our life, control our environment, 
according to what we thought he likes.   
 



Now, I hope that all of you, because you have seen far more of life than that, realize how 
shallow, and carnal, and man-centered, and dead all of that is.  There is not one thing I 
just said that is truth, because resurrection and life are a Person in whom you dwell 
and not the environment that surrounds you.   This resurrected Son is life and it is 
dead religion to attempt to change environments into the image of this Son rather than 
manifest this Son in dead environments.    
 
Everything of life and holiness and righteousness and truth and purpose….everything of 
anything that God wants, anything that God calls life, is only and forever in His Son.  
And only and forever seen when that Son lives out through us.   In Him alone is life.   He 
alone is life.   And this is the life that abounds to you and I in the resurrection.  This is the 
resurrection.   
 
The resurrection that we are celebrating today is not just where Jesus got His life back.  
The resurrection we celebrate today is certainly His coming forth from among the dead, 
but unto you becoming the body, the vessel, the temple, of His resurrected life.  The 
resurrection is where you were raised up with Him.  The resurrection is where one new 
man came forth out of the grave.  One head – the pioneer of our salvation – followed by a 
body.  He is “the firstborn from among the dead”.  He is the firstborn of many brethren.  
And He, in the resurrection is”bringing many sons to glory.” 
 
Is it simply a historical event that we remember on Easter?  Or is the resurrected life of 
Christ the substance, the message, the reality of Easter.  More than that, the resurrected 
life of Christ is the substance of Christianity.  The resurrection of Christ is the very life in 
which you live and move and have your being.  The resurrection of Christ is the very 
essence of the New Creation, the New Jerusalem, the new heavens and earth, a new 
world with a new kind.  The resurrection of Christ is that which everything promised and 
prophesied testified to.   
 
Who came forth in that resurrection?  Did a head come forth without a body?  Was it just 
Jesus the Nazarene getting his life back?  Lets just look at a handful of Scriptures that tell 
you who was raised up from among the dead.   
 

• Romans 6 – “If you are baptized into that death, then you shall be of His 
resurrection”.   

 
• Col 2: 12  being bur ied w it h Him  in bapt ism , in whom  also you were raised 

through the faith of the working of God,  raising Him  from  am ong the dead.  
Col 2: 13  And you,  being dead in the dev iat ions and t he uncircum cision of 
your  f lesh, He made alive together with Him 

 
• Col 3:1  I f,  then, you were raised with Christ,  seek the th ings above,  

where Christ  is sit t ing at  the r ight  of God;  Psa. 110:1  
Col 3: 2  m ind the t hings above, not  t he things on t he eart h.  
Col 3: 3  For you died, and your life has been hidden with Christ  in God.   

 
• Eph 2: 4  But  God,  being rich in m ercy,  because of His great  love with which 

He loved us, Eph 2: 5  even we being dead in deviat ions,  He made us alive 



together with Christ ( by grace you are being saved) ,  Eph 2: 6  and raised 
us up together and seated us together in  the heavenlies in Chr ist  Jesus,   

 
• Jesus says “destroy this temple and I will raise it up again in three days”  That 

temple is more than just Jesus.  That is the place of his habitation.  “Do you not 
know that you are the temple of God” – raised up in Him to be his eternal 
dwelling place? 

 
Here’s what I’m getting at: Jesus Christ is the resurrection.  Its not something that 
happened to Him.  Its not some thing that will happen to you.  Its Him.  It is Him living 
again out from among the dead adamic world   And it is Him living in you.  That is the 
resurrection.   
 
And, as we have quoted so many times, Jesus says to Martha, “Martha, your brother will 
rise again.  Martha says “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last 
day”.  And Jesus said to her “I am the resurrection and the life”.   
 
“Martha, I am the only life that comes out of death.  I can raise your brother back up here 
and stand him on his feet, but he wont know resurrection until I’m living in Him.  I can 
give your brother his life back through the exertion of my power, but resurrection is not 
him getting his life back after physically dying.  Resurrection is Me living in Him.  Iam 
the resurrection and the life.  Resurrection is him living in Me.   
 
Martha, one day you will understand that IN ME is the resurrection from the dead.  And 
when I am the resurrection and the life in you, then you will be the witness of that 
resurrection, because you will be the body of that resurrection. 
 
And that is what you’ll find Peter and John saying in Jerusalem stirring up trouble.  Look 
in Acts chapter 4 verses 1 and 2.   
 
Act 4:1  And as they were speaking to the people,  t he priest s,  and t he tem ple 
com m ander,  and t he Sadducees stood near them ,  
Act  4: 2  being dist ressed because they taught  t he people and proclaim ed in Jesus 
the resurrection from the dead.  
 
They weren’t just saying “Hey, this guy does resurrections!  He did His own, and he’ll do 
yours too!”  They were saying “IN HIM is the resurrection from the dead”.   
 
And then skip down to verse 33 
 
Act 4:33  And the apost les gave witness of the resurrect ion of the Lord Jesus with 
great  power. And great  grace was on them  all. 
 
The apostles become a witness (which is the Greek word martyr) of that resurrection.  
They weren’t just going out “witnessing”.  They were the living witness of the 
resurrection.  They were the vessel of His resurrection.  They were the very seeing of that 
resurrection in power and grace.  They were not simply looking forward to their own 
resurrected body.  They knew themselves to be the body of His resurrection. 



 
I came across a website of a Christian scholar by the name of Jim Fowler.  I was 
surprised to find that his intellect had somehow not gotten in the way of seeing the Lord.  
Too often that is the case.  Usually the really smart guys have brains that block their view 
of Christ.  But here is a smart guy that had something worth quoting.  
 
    ÒThe gospel is t he m essage of t he resurrect ion. The Gospel I S resurrect ion.  
Chr ist ianit y  is the expression of the resurrect ion. Christ ianit y  I S resurrect ion. 
Som eone m ight  say:  "But  Christ ianit y is Chr ist ! "  That  is t rue,  but  Jesus Christ  said,  " I  
AM the Resurrect ion and the life"  ( John 11: 25) .  Jesus Chr ist  is the content ,  t he 
essence of resurrect ion- life. Jesus never said,  " I  AM the Cross" ,  but  He did say,  " I  AM 
the resurrect ion" . The resurrect ion is the expressionÉ of all t hat  Jesus IS.  I n fact ,  t he 
resurrect ion is the reality  of all that  Chr ist ianity  IS.  The vital understanding of 
everything t hat  is Christ ian is in t he resurrect ion. Resurrect ion- life is t he focal point  
of all Chr ist ian t eaching  the start ing point  from  which everything m ust  be appraised,  
evaluated and interpreted   
 
Resurrect ion is not  just  an historical event ;  it  is an on-going dynam ic of the life of 
God in Jesus Christ . We do not  just  assent  to the hist or icit y  or theological accuracy of 
the resurrect ion of Jesus Chr ist ;  we encounter resurrection.  We encounter  and 
have personal relat ionship w ith the One who is " the resurrect ion and the life."  ( John 
11: 25) .  One cannot  count  t hem selves a "Christ ian"  unless they have encountered,  
received,  and are part icipat ing in t he resurrect ion life of Jesus Christ .Ó 
 
We m ust  see beyond t he histor icit y of t he em pty tom b on that  first  Easter  day,  and 
understand the extension of the resurrect ion- life and resurrect ion-power of Jesus 
Chr ist  in every Chr ist ian.  Christ ianit y is not  j ust  the rem em brance of an historical 
resurrect ion,  but  is com pr ised of the v ital dynam ic of t he risen Lord Jesus funct ioning 
in the act ivity  of the Holy Spirit  of God by enlivening Christ ians with the " sav ing life 
of Christ "  (Rom . 5: 10) .  Christ ianit y is Chr ist  the resurrected Lord Jesus liv ing out  His 
life in Christ ians every day, to the glory  of God 

 -  Jim Fowler 
 
 
And what a contrast this is to trying to bring Christ into our life, into our environment.  
What a contrast to trying to change our environment to look like our conception of Him.  
What a contrast to attempting to put God first among the many things that make up our 
lives.   
 
Paul says “I want to know Him and the power of His resurrection”.  If we would come to 
know Him in this way.  If we would preach in Him the resurrection of the dead.  If we 
would become witnesses of that resurrection, rather than just try to remember the fact of 
Him coming out from the tomb this Easter, then I think that God would be far more 
glorified in and through us.   
 


