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A Heart to KnowHim pt. 2

| spokelast week abouthaving a heart to knowthelLord. | thoughtl would carry on
alongthat lineand continug perhapsfor afew weeks, talking aboutknowing the Lord.

We started last week by talking abouthaving a heart to know Him. Tha iswhere
everything starts. Tha ishowit mug begin. We mug have a heart to know Him. A heart
withoutaplan B. A heart tha standswith Him, towardsHim in confuson and
confrontation knowing tha, in fact, we are the source of tha confuson, and we arethe
reason for tha confrontation. We arethewall tha standsbefore you. We are thevell

tha prevents our eyes from seeing. We are the one who so often ingsts to live Gor HimO
and so preventing ourselves from experienang Hislife (because Chrigtianity isnotus
living for Jesus, butrather Jesuslivingin us). We are the onewho®darkened
undestanding blocks the light of theglory of God shiningin Y our heart.

We have to own tha. We have to concedein thisor thereis never growth. The Son of
Godisnotveiled in this covenant, as He was in the Old Covenant, except by the earth-
bound blinded heart of the natural manEw ho still thinks Himself to bewhere heisno
longe Dif indeed heisin Christ. Tha istheveil thelies over yourheart. That isthe
baricadetha standsin theway of knowing Him. And so you mug have aheart tha is
willing to say with Peter Q_ord, | have noideawha you jus said, what it means, or how
it pertainsto anything, but you have the words of eternd life and so 1@®n notgoing
anywhereQ

And aswe said last week, youwill have many exit rampsaongtheway if you desireto
get off. Now, of course we, who take those exit ramps don®call them exits. We call
them the straightand narrow pah. There are dways wha appear to belegitimate reasons
and judifiable motivationstha lead usaway from His eternd purmpose, and we will never
admit that we have turned asideEbe cause in our mindsour choices and pathsare
genedly aways judified.

Did those who became offended at Jesusturn aside and say Q@n notinterested in the
MessishO No, they smply said BQhis certainly cannotbeHimQ Andtha iswha we
do. Thiscan®betheLord, itstoo confusng. Thiscan®betheLord, | don®undestand.
Thisjug can®betheLord, its notwha | heard in Sunday school. This can®betheLord,
tha@@ not what themajority are saying.

So we talked last week abouthaving a heart to know Him, and tha iswhere it mug start.
But then there is the way in which He is known. Then thereistheway in which He



mug beknown. Apat fromknowing Him in theway He is known, there is nothing buta
wasteland of imaginaionsball of which, | am sure, can find ample Cscriptural backingO

Hereiswhere we, the church, are so deegply decelved. Hereiswhere we have missed so
much. We are notdeceived in tha Jesusisthe Christ. We are notdeceived in tha Heis
the Son of God. No, we are notdeceived primarily in ourdodrines. We are deceived in
mistaking facts for Truth. We are deceived in thinking that bdief in and excitement
abouttruedodrine produces a soul tha knows theLord. We are deceived in thinking
tha knowing truethingsis the same as knowing Him whoisthe Truth. We are deceived
in thinking tha experiencing Him in power or spiritud experiencesis the same as a soul
tha knows Him. We are deceived in the manner in which He is known. The
manner. That is where we are deceived.

Remembe the diagram that we referred to several weeks ago.

This relatinship with God is a "vain
imagination". You don't have a
separate relationship with God other
than the one that exists IN CHRIST.

Father

The Only
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Salvation is coming into THIS
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i.e. "in Son" - sharing Christ'

relationship with God

* Review wha thediagram is demondrating
o Youdon®have arelationdhip with God other than the onethat Christ has
alwayshad. Youhave been broughtinto THAT rdationdhip. Itiscaled
Qn ChristOor QunionO



Only the Spirit of God reveals theredlity, thesubgance, the spiritud truth of this
relationship. What we call SalvationDGod calls On my SonO That istherelationship
tha you have with God. And only the Spirit of God can open the eyes of your
undestanding to take tha beyondtherealm of fact and bring it into therealm of spiritud
actudity. Only the Spirit can take dodrind facts and turn them into the Person of Truth
livinginyou. Hisconaete subdance. Hewhofills and trandorms your soul into the
image of wha and where you are.

We have talked abouttha so many times, | wont belabor the point. We®e going to move
on shortly, thoughperhaps not this morning, to how the Spirit causes you to know Him in
His death andin Hisresurrection. Tha isreally where growing up hgppens Tha is how
you know Him Qn the power of His resurrection, in thefellowship of His sufferings
being conformed to His deathO Wedl get to all of that, because tha is where the rubbe
meetstheroad. Tha iswheetruth isknown intheinnemos man. Tha iswhereyou
begin to bear Hisimage, and know Him throughan experience of Hislife. | wantto
jump ahead to tha because it is foremogs on my heart right now, but there is no point
going there unless we first establish a heart to know Him.

But 1@ like to just jump rightin to knowing Him in His death. That iswhere the Lord has
my heart today. Tha iswhere He is opening my windowrightnow. Being conformed to
His desth Dwhere all tha He killed becomes dead in meEa nd HewhoisLifein me, is
alowed to live. Whereall that is dead to Him becomes dead to meEa nd | offer Him
noneof it any longe. Where my dead old man gets out of Hisway and He lives. Whee
| am conformed to His desth Bnot MY death. Hisdeath. My death doesn®do any good.
Y oud never find anything in Scripture aboutbeing conformed to Y OUR degth. Its
always Hisdeath. Thedeath that punished and put away death itself. That death that |
am by nature. By naure | am thedead who bury thedead. WEell, | could goonandon,
butwed start that next week.

This week wele just backing up abit. First we talked abouthaving a heart to know Him.
Needing to know Him. That isgood. Now weQ®e adding to that by talking a bit aboutthe
way in which Heisknown. Heisknown asthe Spirit of God unvelsHim.

And for those who mightbevisiting with usor new this week, when | make reference to
the Spirit of God revealing Chrigt, | am nottalking aboutvisionsand dreams and
propheic experiences (thoughl do not deny theveracity of such experiences). | am not
talking aboutsome secret hidden knowledgeor some mystical enlightenment. | am quite
simply talking aboutthe Truth of Christ beng shown to you heart by the Spirit of God. |
am talking aboutthereality and subdance of salvation becoming more than wordsas the
Spirit of God opensthe eyes of your undestanding.

Orruly | say to you, Peter, that flesh and blooddid not reveal that to you butmy Father
whoisin HeavenONobodyknows the Son butthe Father. Nobodyknows the Father but
the Son and those to whomthe Sonwill reveal HimQ COrhe Spirit of truth is coming and
He will guideyouinto al truthOOHe will take of Mineand discloe it to you® (The



Spirit of God has been given that you might know thethingstha have been given to you
by GodOOFather, grant them the Spirit of wisdomand revelation in the true knowledgeof
the LordO Qhe anointing tha abides within you teaches you al thinggd By this you
know tha you are in Him, by the Spirit He has given youQOFtc.

We could goonandon Here@my point. Tha (thediagram) beingtha naure of the
relationghip, and the Spirit of God beingthe onethat discloses that to your heart, then
everything else tha arises from thethoughs, desires, needs and sentiments of man asto
the naure of knowing Him iswha the Bible callsavain imagindion. Vainimagindions
are notjud ridiculousfears or bad theology. Vain imaginations are all things that
proceed out from your own heart and mind to understand or define spiritual reality.
Let me say tha agan. Vain imaginaionsare all thingstha proceed outfromyour own
heart and mind to undestand or define spiritud reality

Andwe do noteven redlize that we are building afortress of imaginaionsbecauseit is

al tha thenatural mind knows to do. Now |@n leading up to a solution for thisif you®
hold onaminute. But we do notrealize that thisiswha we®e doing. We cannotsee it.
Its like walking upto a personin a pitch black room who appears to be drawing a picture.
Andyou ask him, wha are you doing? And he says Q®n panting a picture of this
roomQ Andyousay how do youknowwha it lookslikeQ AndHe says Q read aboutit
in abookO Andyou sayEOokEO and then give him afew minutes and then flick the
lighton. Andnotonly doestheroomlook nothingat al like theimaginationsof this
man, buthe® not even holding a pantbrush Dit@ a toothbrush. And tha® notacanvas,
it@ a piece of drywall. Or whateverE

|®n jud trying to describe the utter hopdessness of knowing the Lord throughany other
means other than the conaete spiritud reality of beingin Christ revealed to the heart of
man by the Spirit of God withinus He musgt beknown in spirit and truth or He isn®
known at all. He mug beknown as He is, not according to what we want Him to be

And apart from thiswe create Godin ourown image. Apat from this we create a God
conaept according to our own desires, our own sentiments, our own hopesEa nd all of it
isthebest King we can imagine Or thebest Father we can imagine Or thebest Spous
we can imagine. Or whaever. We create Him according to what we need Him to be for
us Yousee dl of thisisforus We create God in our own image because of whowe
desire Himto be Thisiswhowe need Godto be Agan, itslikethegolden caf b
Mosesis goneup tha mourtain, so here isthe God tha brouglt you out of EgyptQ
They weren®switching Gods They were jus defining the God tha broughtthem out of
Egypt according to their own mind, their own needs, their own sentiment.

That iswha wewill doevery time. That iswha we cannotbut do apart fromthe Truth
Himself being reveled by the Spirit of Truth. Andwe build ourimaginaionsoneupon
another. We build them up block after block Bsomething we read, something we
interpreted, something we had a dream about something we need to betrue Block upon
block uponblock. Andthen we cement tha Tower of Babd in place with the sweat and
zea of ourown efforts, and the joy and sorrow of our own hearts Bgiving our livesto it.



And, astheyears go by, and this giant thing grows, and there are so many years of toil to
build it and suppott it Dhow could we then notsay of it Qhisis wha it meansto know
theLordO Lookhow big it isBhereistheprodf. Lookat how much |&e wept over itin
prayer Bthisistheproof. Look at how many people are nowinvolved in it Phereisthe
proof. Yes, thisiswha it meansto knowtheLord!

And then we protect it, because everything a man creates he must defend. Andwhen
anything seems to threaten it, especialy threatening its founddions we lash outin
defene of it. Andif somebody comes and actudly speaks thetruth of Godin spirit and
truth to usPwe either say tha we aready know (for how could | have built thisif | didn®
now tha?), or we trample ther pearls unde our feet and then turn onthem.

And sometimes we read thingsin Scripture tha are so plainly contradictory to this tower
of imaginaionstha we have built, this fortress of abominable religiousnotions and we
think to ourselves Qhis is a hard saying, who can undastanditQ Y ouknow, verseslike
Qrou are dead, and your lifeis hidden with Christ in GodO What could that possibly
mean? Q have been crudfied with Chrigt, it isnolonge | tha live but Christ that livesin
meQ On theflesh dwells no goodthingO Al of your righteoushessis filthy ragsO
QApart from me you can do nothing®

We read such thingsand never for amoment sugpect tha thereality of these Scriptures
undemines and confronts and contradicts the very foundaion of our religiousnotions
We never for aminute sugpect that perhgpswe have offered something He would call
filthy rags Tha we have built something hewould call Qhothing® Ingtead we either
ignore such (hard sayingDor we GarndizeOthem. Y ou knowEw e carndize them Pwe
make them natural. We know we can®jus rip them out of the Bible, so we make them
mean something tha the natural mind can comprehend and accept. We make them
something that fits nicely with what we have already decided to be Qhetrue knowledge
of GodO Isn’t it amazing what we can make “fit in” to what we already believe?
Isn®it amazing how we can squeeze jus aboutanything throughthefilter of wha we
aready &knowOto betrue?

Don®you see that is what the Jews did with their Messiah. They al had the same book
tha we have, but when the Person of expectation, the promised Seed, walked into ther
streets they rejected Him in exchangefor thar own carnd conoept of tha which was
written of Him. They rejected Truth in the name of facts. They rejected readlity in the
name of what they had already built and needed defended. How could He becontrary to
all of this? How could He not seek to establish and unde-gird this? They needed a
Messiah who would suppot and fightfor what they had already conduded, taught, and
built.

Andso dowe. We create our concept of Jesus what it meansto know Jesus, and we fall
in lovewith tha Jesus All of thisis possible for usas Chrigtians Infact, al of thisis
inevitable for usas Christiansif we donotlearn Christ first with a heart to know Him,
and then according as the Spirit reveals Him.



Andso | said al of tha to say tha before any trueknowing of Him can begin, you mugt
start by seeing that youknow nothingat al. Youmug start and continueby realizing
you know absolutely nothing apart fromwha He hasrevealed. | knowtha isan offense
to themind of man, butit istrue

Andif youwere to have said tha to me afew years ago, | would have perhapsagreed but
then naturally assumed tha wha | did know was, in fact, wha He had revealed. But you
cannotstart with that assumption or youd go nowhere. You cannotgrow fromthere. In
reality, everything | thoughtl came to know has stoodin theway of truly knowing Him.
And everything tha He has indeed shown me only enlargesin my undestanding as |
continudly refuse to pretend that | have arrived at an undestanding of even wha He has
begunto show. In other words, | donottruly know anything that He hasn®shown me.
And| have only ever jug begunto know wha He has shown me. Andfromtheeaone
do| offer Him goodsoil.

Knowing Him beginswith realizing wha you are, and more importantly, what you are
not Knowing Him beginswith affirmingtha nat only do you know nothing, butnether
CAN you know anything apart from Him sharing His mind with you.

Diagram:

Mind of Christ

Knowing the mind of
Christ is @ ONE WAY

road. You do not
investigate and
discover spiritual

reality. It is revealed.

A 4

Mind of Man

Thisiswheeit hasto begin. Itisnotacoinddence that Jesus, on so many occasions
deals with this as astarting paint. Qhegreatest in the kingdomare the leastOQunless you
become like alittle child youwill never see the kingdomof GodOQunless you are
convated and hurmble yourselves, etcOQ ooking at the children he said the kingdomof
God bdongsto such asthese® Q have some o that those who claim to see are made
blind, and those who are blind will seeQ

Or Paul - 1Co 8:2 And if any man thinks that he knows anything, he knows nothing
yet as he ought to know.



Andthisis essentially what Jesusistryingto ge at in thefamousbesatitudes BDdespite all
sorts of interpretationsto thecontrary. Basically, wha He is sayingistha, unlessyou
realize tha you are spiritudly bankrupt, tha you have nothing to offer, tha youarein
need of meto bemadeunto youall thing<E .unless you hunge and thirst for wha you
know yourself notto be unless you know yourself poorin spirit, and weak, and
despeate, and discontent with all tha the world wants to make you to be and mourn over
it, and ask, and seek, and knodk, unless this describes you, then you have your reward
already. But blessed arethose who see dl of thisand longfor more, for tharsisthe
kingdomof heaven.

It startsthere. Knowing Him startsrightthere. And, growing up in Him means staying
rightthere. Becoming like achild is nota phase that you graduae from. Becominglike
achild istheonly heart pogure that offers any hope at all.

Luk 10:21 In that hour Jesus rejoiced in Spirit and said, I thank You, Father, Lord of
Heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from sophisticated and
cunning, and have revealed them to babes. Yes, Father, for so it was pleasing before
You.

So, we’ll stop there for today. It's a good place to stop. Next week we’ll get into
knowing Him in His death, becoming obedient unto death, being conformed to His
death.



