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Salvation 02

Last week we began a series having to do with salvation. And wha we talked aboutwas
tha savationisaword tha is unimaginable and unsearchable in itsreality and
implications We often talk aboutsalvation as thoughit is something that jus happened
to us 25 years ago when we walked theide of aBaptist church, or whatever. But exactly
wha isit tha hgppened to you when you walked theide of tha Baptist church?

Wasit that you were forgiven for your trespasses and put back into the game of
lifeEnow with aclean slate, anew worldview, a different set of beiefs, and maybeone
or more spiritud gifts? For many tha@ all tha salvation means What is salvation?

Well, as| said last week, salvationis everything that God has donefor you, to you, andin
you throughthedesth, burial, and resurrection of theLord Jesus But what has He done?
As| suggested last week, yourlack of knowing thereality of salvationtrandatesinto a
failureto livein thereality of salvation. That is much of wha we talked aboutlast week.

Thisweek | want to start looking into exactly what we came to when we came to
salvation. Andwha we have come to is an ending and a beginning. When you cometo
salvation, you come to a colossal ending. And an unthinkable beginning. A catastrophic
destruction, removd, tearing down. Andawhole new beginning. A tearingaway, a
removing aswell as amaking new of all things A new lifelkind/seed/man. A new
creation. A new place. A new covenant. A new time. A new day. A new bodyband|
don®mean by that your new body, butrather you being changed from the body of one
thing to thebody of another. A vile bodybecoming abodyof glory.

Salvationis, inreality, the complete destruction, termination, findity, and end of one
man, onecreation, onecovenant, oneseed, oneplace, oneream, etc. It is, ontheother
hand, the commencement, the establishing, giving, imparting, theinauguration of all
those thingsmade new in Chrigt.

Andas | mentioneal last week, many Christianswho would hear this description of
salvation would say QJason, it didn®feel like al of tha happened when | was bom
agan!O But tha is exactly my point. Tha is exactly the probem. It is notenoughto
know tha you have salvation. Y ou have to know your salvationEbe cause you®e
feelingsand experience come only with theknowing of salvation.

Thereisastory of amanin WWII who was retreating with his division throughthe
woodsbtryingto escape an incredible barrage of mortar shdlstha were bombarding
thar encampment. Thenoise wasincredibly loud There was chaosin every direction.



Fire here, dead bodies there, explosonsall around. His heart was racing and his
adrendin punping as he sprinted throughthetrees. At some point alongtheway hefelt a
sting on his left side, butdidn®even pay attentionto it. Hewas jud tryingto stay alive.

WEeéll, eventudly heand his surviving comrades gat far enoughaway tha they were out of
any immediate dange. And as he stoodthere amongs his friendsand tried to catch his
breath, he couldn® hdp but notice tha they were al staring at him. At last helooked
down to hisleft sideonly to realize tha his arm had been completely blown off by
shrapnd. In all the excitement and pandemonium, he didn®even know it was gone

Salvationisalittle bit like tha. Something very significant, something subgantial has
been cut off. Andyet ourrefusal to turn and see, and learn by His Spirit wha He has
done wha hehas ended, wha he has put away, can keep usrunning on throughlife as
thoughnothing had hgppened.

Andthenaura mind,thenaural man, does not agree with God aboutwha has ended
and wha has begun. Infact, it isin direct conflict and enmity with God aboutwhat His
cross has accomplished. The naural mind seeksto carry over into the new something of
theold. It seeksto livein thenew according to itsundestanding of theold. It seeksto
offer inthenew thebest of theold. It seeksto livein thenew according to the
undestanding of theold, themind of theold. Andall of thisis GnahemaQ All of thisis
cursed. As Jesussays Gyou simply cannotput new winein an old wineskinEi t cannot
contain itQ

| once lived in a house with a man who had had his leg shot off by a shotgun. And he
swore to me tha for monthsor perhgpsyears afterwardshe could feel theleg that was no
longe there. He said it itched like crazy when hewas tryingto deep. Thereisamedical
term for tha. Its called QphantompanO Somehow the body, the nervoussystem, is not
in agreement with thereality of something that has been removed.

Thenaura mind does not agree with God or undestand wha has been cut off. Wha has
been removed. Wha has been regjected. 1t does nat agree with God aboutwhoitisthat is
accepted. It does not agree with God aboutthe naure and character of true
righteousess, trueidentity, truepurpog, true anything. And so that mind mus bowto
the Spirit of God and allow, like alittle child, the Spirit who searches all thingsto make
known to usa salvation tha we have butdo nat comprehend.

Do you see what 1(n saying here? 1n saying tha you and | have noideawha salvation
isapat from the Spirit unvelingit. Salvationisalot bigge than wha we thought
Salvationisalot bigge than wha we can think. It mug berevealed.

We think its whaever the preacher said it was theday we got saved. Andwe gengally
hold onto tha concept, and maybe add afew bdls and whistles over theyears. And yet
salvation cannotbe shown to you by a preacherEa nd certainly noton day oneof new
birth. Salvation must be unveiled progressively as all that God has done for us, to
us, and in us through the death burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ.



Andall I®n hopingis tha thewords| speak will be used by the Spirit to unvel that
which only He can show.

SoEw hat is salvation? Savationisfirst of all new life. It istheend of onekind, andthe
beginning of another kind. It isthedestruction of oneseed and the planting and increase
of another. Salvation is notthe bettering of wha you are by naure. It isthedeath and
buria of wha you are by nature and the saving of your soul, theloving of your soul,
(which isavessdl) by giving youthelife and nature of Him whois eternd life.

| know many of usaroundhere hear thisvery often. But | wonde if weredlly bdieveit.

| talk to people al thetime, and | know it is true of my heart aswellEbut neverthdess, |

talk to peoplein whom| can see tha there is an assumption tha wha we do and say and

teach and lead and feel when we are Christiansis somehow automatically Christ working
in us QVell, 1@n a Christian, so |®n sure tha was the LordO

Its like as Christianswe assume tha suddenly, by naure, we bring forth Christ. Andyet
jud theopposteistrue Might I say that nothing that is natural to you is spiritual.
Apat fromyou bang conformed to His death, bang utterly trandormed in nature by the
renewing of your mind, nathing that comes naural to youwill beHim. We are utterly
contrary in naure. My mindis at best another mind. Scripture says it is Gnmity with
GodCet itsbest. My loveisat best another loveEone that seeksits own gain. My
righteousessis, at best, filthy rags saysthe prophet Isaiah.

Jason, don®be so hard onyourself. No, don®say that. 1®n notbenghard on myself, or
onyou. 1@n jus agreeing with God. 1®n just beginning to see something of salvation.
Don®take that from me with false pity or self pity. Thereisagreat rgjectionhere. A
rejection that was shown throughcountess types and shadows in the old covenant. Cain,
rejected. Ableaccepted. Esau rejected. Jacob accepted. Ishmael rejected, | saac
accepted. Leahrgected. Rachd accepted. Manasseh rejected, Ephraim accepted. Saul
regjected. David accepted. Wha did all of those people have in common? In every single
ingance | jug quoked, it was ALWAY Sthefirstbarn, tha which was first, tha which was
naural, tha which was there before, tha was rgjected. Andthe second,the new, was
accepted.

|®n telling you tha salvation involves a great rejection. Not of your soul, but of your
kind, your naure. AndHe whois accepted beginsto work throughmy absence. Heis
manifest throughmy conformity to desth. Heis seen when | get out of theway.

Isn@tha what Paul said? My grace is sufficient for you Paul. Inyour weakness | can be
strong.In your absence, | am manifestly present.

And so after new birth, Christ does notautomatically come forth. It isnotrightor safe to
assume so. The only automatic after new birth is that you will automatically try to
bring over into Christ that which stands in His way. Like King Saul, you will
automatically try to hold onto your kingdom after David has aready been anointed.



Like Esau, youwill automatically try to hold onto your birthright when Jacob has already
hasit.

Youwill automatically, quite naturally, fail to see wha He has dong and seek to offer up
to Him wha He hasrgjected. Tha iswha isnaural. Because Adam isnaural. Adamis
automatic, until Christ, your life, is revealed.

So salvation has to dowith a desth and ending of Adam. God@ obijective judgment and
separating from Hiskind. Andthen a subjecting taking out of your heart wha He has put
outof Hissight And so itsnot jus adeath to certain thingsyou used to do. Salvation
has to do with the death of the oneman, thekind, the adamic seed tha did thoe things
Paul says that salvationis the Qoutting off of the old man togeher with his worksO

| realize that some of what | will say thismorningisreview for some people. | have
spoken of these thingsbefore.  But | have felt impressed of the Lord to make sure tha

al of uswho gaher here on Sunday morningsare of onemind and onejudgnent as to the
founddional redlity that we are building on. | want to speak to whoever mightbe
listening thismorning. And you cannothear this enoughbecause its not a matter of
hearing it, it a matter of knowingit in such away tha it isthereality of lifein you.

That isawork of the Spirit, and not amatter of hearing teaching.

So lets go back and see thisfirst man. Salvationis atrangtionfromoneman, onekind,
onenaure, oneseed, to another. Thefirst man was never the man that God was after.
Thefirgt man was atypeand shadow, theimage and likeness in the natural (in some
ways) of what thespiritud would be. But the first man was never the man tha God
desired. Thefirst man was the Cain, the Esau, thelshmael, the Saul. And yet, those who
are bom of tha first man are offered the blessing of the second. Wed come to that.

In the garden of Eden, Adam was given achoice. But that choice was not merely atest
of obedience. Obeadienceis certainly anissuehere, | want usto see more than tha. God
gave Adam and Eve a choice beween two ways of living. Man could live by thetree of
life. Inother words man could live by thelife of another, become avessdl of expression
for thelife of God (and of course, Jesusisthetree of life). Or, man could live by the
knowledgeof goodand evil. In othe words man could live by wha heknew, or thought
heknew, was goodand bad, and worthy and unworthy, etc.

In redlity, tha is the same choice we are faced with today. Will we alow ourselves,
throughthework of the cross, to become thebodyand expression of Someoneatogehe
other than us? Or will we live outfrom our soul and become the expression of the spirit
tha works in the sonsof disobedience. That isthechoice - living by thelife of another,
so tha you experience and express the spiritud life of God. Or living out of your soul,
where you do wha you think is goodor evil in every circumstance. Tha@ the choice
tha Adam had. Thetree of life verses the tree of theknowledgeof goodand evil.

Andso Ada(né bad choice wasn®jug atrangyression. It was of coursetha. Butit was
achoice to belike GodOn the sense that Adam became his own boss. Adam lived by



his own judgrents. Adam lived according to hisknowledge Adam turned down the
offer of life. And so he came to undestand something hewas never suppo®d to know.
He came to undestand that He could live indgpendently of God based onwha He
knewOto be goodand evil.

What was the heart of Adan@ sin? Not simple disobalience, butadesireto (belike
GodQes outfrom himself. Let me give pause for amoment and simply say that thislie
of Satan@isjud as effective today asit was then. It isthelie that is behind every single
religion andreligiousthoughtin theentire world. It is the thought that something out
from yourself can actually be like God. It isthethoughttha apat fromHim aslifeand
source in you, tha you can come up with something tha is pleasingto God. It isthis
very lietha God confronts in Scripture in statements like Gl of your righteousnessis
filthy ragsQ On your flesh dwells no goodthingQ Gl of theintents of the heart of man
are only evil continudlyQ Qhereis no onewho does good, not even onedQhe flesh
profits nothing® GApart from me you can do nothingO

Wha Adam foundout, and what we need to find out, was tha the problem with thetree
of theknowledgeof goodand evil wasn®the bad fruit, it was theentire tree. The
problem is that both thegoodand bad fruit are not thetree of life. If youknoded al the
evil fruit off tha tree and throw it away, you still have thewrongtree. ItsmanGtree,
mansway, man®@ knowledgeof goodand evil. And tha@® why Johnthe Baptist says tha
Christ came to lay the axe to theroot of tha tree, because He was aboutto graft usinto
thetree of life.

So Adam chosto belike God And after thefall, Adam reproduced after His own kind
and after hisown image (Gen 5:3). All tha Adam could reprodue was Adam. He
reproduced his own kind Bthekindhaure of Adam. And so rather than becoming living
vessels of thelife of God, Adam (thekind) filled the earth with a sinful race who lived as
ther own source.

And there was nothing tha could bedoneto improve tha situation. Y ou can®improve
tha kind. Youcan®fix it. You can destroyit. Youcan replaceit. Butyou can®fix it.
Wha isthere to fix? In order to fix something, it had to be goodto start with. But here
we have man simply living as his own sourceEa nd what comes outfromhim issin and
death. It issmply man exhibitingthewrongseed. It issimply the soul of man living by
his own knowledgeof goodand evil.

Andrightaway, Adan@ eyes are opened, he becomes utterly self-consious Self-aware.
Self-absorbed. And he can see what heis apart from beng clothed with Christ. He looks
at himsalf as separate, cut off, undothedEa nd then he commits thefirst act of religionin
theBible. He attemptsto cover himself with something other than Christ. He hides
behindafigleaf. He attempts to disguise his naure. He puts onthefirst religiousmask
in history. Suddenly righteousess becomes abouttrying to cover himself up. Wha he
can keep in check. Wha he can keep people from seeing.



But it doesn®matter. Adam reproduces Adam. And it doesn@Omatter what cosume or
perfume you put on Adam down throughthe ages, what religiousmask, wha tricks you
pull to try to look contrary to what you are, you still have something after theimage of its
forefather, who refused to live by thetree of life, and chose to (e like GodQiving from
himself according to wha hethoughtwas goodand evil. Youmightfool people. Y oudi
never fool God.

That nature cannotbe covered or hidden. It mug be destroyed and replaced by another
naure Bthenature of Christ. And so God, knowing tha afig leaf wouldn®do, replaced
thar fig leaf gament with a garment of animal skin Bwhich was thevery first
demondration (in type and shadow) that bloodwould be shed, and another life would be
used to clothe Adam@ kind.

But see here is the point for this morning B Salvation meansa completely different kind.
A completely different Seed. It is nottheimprovement or cleaning of thefirst. Itis, in
fact, its destruction.

Thefirst severa chapters of Genesiswill show you aman that fell short. A man tha
cannot A mantha iscorrupt A mantha isgrievousto God. A man tha iscursed. A
man tha is driven by the lugs of the eyes, thelug of theflesh, and theprideof life. A
man tha God desires to wipe off theface of theearth. Thefloodwas thetypeand
shadow of that wipingEt hecross was its fulfillment.

But you need to see this. Y ouneed to come into agreement with wha God thoughtabout
tha kind. Youcan seeit rightin thevery beginning of theBible. People mightsay Chey
were do you get this notion that God needed to destroy the entire Adamic kind? Y ou get
it al throughouttheentire Bible, but starting rightin thevery beginning. Here, in the
beginning of Genesis you can come to undestand God® thoughtand undestanding of
thisfirst man. You mug reckon with statements like

Gen 6:3 And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man in his erring;

he is flesh.

Gen 6:5 And the LORD saw that the wickedness of man great in the earth, and

every imagination of the thoughts of his heart only evil continually.

Gen 6:6 And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He

grieved to His heart.

Gen 6:7 And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created, from the face

of the earth,

Gen 6:12 And God looked upon the earth. And, behold, it was corrupted! For all
flesh had corrupted its way upon the earth.

Gen 6:13 And God said to Noah, The end of all flesh has come before Mg,

Gen 6:17 And behold! I, even I, am bringing a flood of waters upon the earth in

order to destroy all flesh (in which /s the breath of life) from under the heavens.

Why do you have to undestand and agree with God@ thoughtand view of the Adamic
kind? So tha you can undastand wha thecrosswas. Thecross was flood of Noah
fulfilled. It wasthergection and putting away of tha entire kind and the offeringto you
of an altogeher different kind. Thecross was the destruction of which thefloodwas



only thetypeand shadow. Thecrosswas thegrand, themonumental ending, the
judgment of man. Jesussaysin John12 speaking of His death Ghow isthe judgment of
theworldO

It was, in God@view, afar grester judgment than theflood of Nosh@day. It was, in
fact, inavery real sense, theend of Adam and hisworld. And yet that world goes on, but
notin Christ. Judged and dead, and now Qhe dead who hear My voice can by Me liveO

But my pointistha we mug know tha salvationis atotal rejection of oneman, onekind,
oneseed DAdam Bwha you were by nature. Andthebirthing, the planting, the
beginning of an entirely different Seed. Youand| mug reckonwith this. Youand|
mug come to see wha has been cut off. We mug know more than the fact that we have
salvation. We mug knowthe salvation tha we have.

We have asalvationtha is, in fact, the circumcision of theentire bodyof flesh. Col 2:11
Qe were circumcised, notwith hands but in theremova of thebody of flesh through the
circumcision of ChristQ But we are like an army commando so busy running throughthe
woods in thehugle and budle of the old creation, tha we have failed to notice what He
has rgjected and cut off. It still feelsso real. Anitchy leg that isn®even there.

We have savation, but we have failed to see what salvationis. Andthefirst thingtha
salvationis, isanew man. A new kind.



