061029
Jason Henderson
Akron Vineyard

Salvation pt.6

This is our sixth session in a series on Salvation. As always, the previous sessions
are available in the bookstore. You can grab those to catch up.

Here is more or less the order of what we@e done so far with this series. First we
looked at the O AmOof salvation. That everything we have come to in salvation is,
in fact, a Person b Jesus Christ. Salvation is your experience of this one called | Am.
Not things He gives you. But Him being given to you.

Then we began to deal with the reality that salvation has to do with a cataclysmic
ending and a whole new beginning. And that ending and beginning has to do with an
old man and a new man. And old creation and a new creation. And an old covenant
and a new covenant. And that is quite a summary and condensing of salvation.

But we spent a couple weeks on old man / new man. Then we spent the last couple
weeks on old creation / new creation. And, realizing that we have left so much
unsaid, | want to take a fresh look at old covenant, new covenant.

The old and new man had to do with the Person, Seed, Kind in salvation. You

come from one man to another. You come from Adam to Christ. You come from a
dead Adam to a living Christ. The one is put away, the other is put on. The one is
crucified with Christ, and Christ is raised up from among the dead as your new life.

The old and new creation had to do with the place or realm of salvation. You have
been crucified to the entire world, and now live in Christ. The first was the place of
shadows. Christ is the Person of substance. The first is that which is material,
natural, corruptible. The second is that which is spiritual and eternal. Made alive
together, raised together, seated together, with Christ in the heavens.

Old and new covenant has to do with the relationship of salvation. We have come
from one kind of relationship to an altogether different relationship.

Lets start by looking at what a covenant is. A covenant is the nature or
understanding of a relationship. If its helpful to you just to think of a covenant as a
relationship, that will work for now. We have come from an old relationship with
God, to an entirely new and different KIND of relationship with God.

So, even though there® a bit more to it, you won® be wrong if when you hear the
word (hew covenantOyou picture the reality of a new relationship. Because that®
what it amounts to.

A more full definition of covenant might be Gan understanding or agreement by which
two or more people come into some sort of relationshipQ It is the nature or
understanding of a relationship.



For instance, marriage is a covenant. In other words it is a relationship that has a
particular nature. There is a specific understanding and agreement by which married
people have relationship. The nature of a marriage relationship is not (buddiesQ
There® more to it than that. The nature of a marriage relationship is not like
rother and sisterQ (unless you®e from West Virginia) There® more to it than
that.

Can you see what I saying? A covenant is a specified kind of relationship. It is a
specific understanding and agreement by which people come into a relationship

And so in coming from the Old Covenant to the New Covenant, what we®@e come to
is an entirely different relationship, a new kind of relating between God and man.
God had one kind of relationship with Old Covenant Israel. God has an entirely
different kind of relationship in the New Covenant. The new covenant is an entirely
new way that God relates with human beings. 1t@ a new understanding by which we
have relationship.

Its not just new in relation to time. Like Qhere® my old tennis racket, but here®@ my
new oneQ Its new in relation to quality. More like Chere® an old mode of
transportation B my horse, and over here® a new one B my jetQ Totally new in
nature and character. One is a brown animal that eats grass. The other is a flying
metal machine that burns fuel. Altogether different.

But just like we saw with the old man and the old creation, it is possible to be out of
first and yet not have come to know the second.

Remember how several weeks ago we looked at how the old man is in fact dead.
Dead to God. Judged. Buried. And yet, in the carnal blindness of our unrenewed
mind, we still understand ourselves to be that man. We still attempt to offer his fruit
to God. Like CainEtaking the best of the ground that is cursed, and offering it to
God. We talked about all that, so | won® go back into it. But my point here is that
you can be born of spirit and walk in flesh.

So too with the old and new creation. You can truly be raised up and seated with
Christ B and still fix your heart, your gaze on things on the earth. You can fail to
share God@ view of what you are and where you are. You can still find purpose, and
peace, and life, and reality in a realm of shadows. In a realm that will never offer
you anything more than shadows, failing to know the reality of what is Ghow in
ChristQ

Well, it@ the same thing with the old and new covenant. If you are a born again
believer, there is no question as to what covenant relationship you have with God.
You have come out of the old covenant. God no longer relates to anybody according
to that covenant b except in the imaginations of the natural mind. So the question is
not whether you have come out of the old covenant. The question is whether the old
covenant has come out of you.

Have you come to relate to God in and by the relationship that you truly have with
Him in Christ.

Alright. In order to attempt to describe what it means to come from the Old
Covenant to the New, | thought of an analogy having to do with a dog. Its pretty



strangeE Its almost so strange that its distracting. But 1@ going to give it a try. It
actually sort of builds on the dog analogy that | gave quite a long time ago. |
suppose | should briefly just give that analogy again to bring us all to the same

page.

The purpose of the original dog analogy was to demonstrate the thernessOof
Christ. That He is other than you. You can not be like Him. He must be formed in
you. You cannot copy Him, you must be born of His kind. Here@® the deal.

Imagine you®e at church, and the pastor comes up front, opens up a dog book and
begins to read to you about all of the amazing things that a dog is able to do. He
begins to preach to you about how to live the Qlog life.OHe says that dogs are able
to hear sounds 10 octaves higher than middle C. And then he tells you that most
dogs can pick up a scent in the air that is more than a mile away and can identify
and track that scent with pinpoint accuracy. And then he says that dogs have such
good survival skills, they can live out in the cold, without any covering, at
temperatures down to 10 degrees below zero. And not only that, they can run 35
miles an hour, they can jump three times their height, and they can find their way
home if they are lostN sometimes even hundreds of miles from home.

And then he says to you, CBo, now that you know the nature and character of a dog,
get out there and start living the dog life. Come on, 1®@e told you all about it, now go
do it! Go imitate it. Go try until you®e better and better at it. Come on, all of it is
right here in this book. 1@ give you a copy to study every morning for 15 minutes.

Billy, | saw you putting on more clothes the other day, and it wasn® even five
degrees below freezing. And Suzy, you®e not even close to jumping three times your
own height!O

And obviously, you and | immediately see something wrong with this picture. It is all
very nice that a dog can do those things, but there is a nature barrier that prevents
me from doing these things. It doesn® matter how hard | try to imitate these things,
| simply am not a dog by nature. | am human by nature. Now maybe, if by some
miracle, | was actually made to partake of a dog® nature, and then had that dog@®
nature formed in me, then perhaps | could do some genuine dog things. But as a
human, it is absolutely impossible that | could ever live the dog life.

And | use this analogy often to teach people that the teachings of Christ and the
expectations of the Father are exactly the same way. They speak of another nature
all togetherN another kind. And the only hope for us to bring forth a nature that is
not our own would be if ours were crucified, and we were given another. Only as we
are abiding in, drawing from, and living in union with another nature could we
perhaps bring forth that nature into expression.

Ok, put that on the shelf for a minuteEshortly 1@ going to attempt to build on that
analogy in describing coming from the old covenant to the new.

Remember, a covenant is the nature and understanding of a relationship. For a
couple thousand years, God entered into a relationship with Old Covenant Israel
where, in everything He was doing and commanding and requiring, He was testifying
of His Son.



Its so important that we understand that everything that God established in the old
covenant was the testimony of Christ. Here is the understanding of the old
relationship that God had with Old Covenant Israel. Here is WHY God entered into a
natural covenant with this natural seed. He entered into a natural covenant with
Israel not because they were different or better than any other race on the face of
the earth. But because He sought to establish in them, through them, a
testimony in the earth of what was coming in Christ.

That was the purpose of God® dealing® with Old Covenant Israel. It was not
because He liked Jews. It was not because Jews were not Adam by nature, like the
rest of the Gentiles. It was because God began revealing His Son to a man named
Abraham and Abraham related to God by faith. This is not our point right now. But |
want us to see the purpose behind God choosing Abraham and that Seed. God
chose Abraham and his seed in order to demonstrate in them and by them and
through them His Own Seed.

And he did this in a whole host of ways. He did this first in the way that he brought
them out of death. He brought them out of death through the death of a lamb. He
did this in the way He demonstrated His priesthood. He did this in the way that He
demonstrated His kingdom.

God entered into a covenant relationship with a people and defined that
relationship, the nature of that relationship, the instructions of that
relationship, in such a way that whatever they did and said and
performed...ALL OF IT...gave testimony of Him who was to come. That was
the nature of their relationship. That was their covenant.

(pointing from left to rightE)

Build this ark! Why? Because it gives testimony of My Son.

Build this tabernacle! Why? Because it gives testimony of My Son.

Wear these white linen garments! Why? Because it gives testimony of My
Son.

Put this blood on your door! Why? Because it gives testimony of My Son.
Go take this land! Why? Because it gives testimony of My Son.

Celebrate this feast! Why? Because it gives testimony of My Son.

Obey this Law! Why? Because it describes the righteousness of My Son.
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You®e not going to be able to GloOthat righteousness. You must submit to it, but
youd never really do it. But then again, you®e not going to be able to do ANY of it
in spirit and truth, because it all speaks of Him.

You see, that was the nature of man@® relationship with God prior to the coming of
this Son. God entered into a specific relationship with a specific people and brought
them into a specific land so that they could fill up that land with the manifestation of
this relationship. In other words, God chose a people to display His glory in the
earth.

But how was His glory manifested through them? It was manifested in a multitude
of types and shadows. Not Christ@ blood, but bull® blood. Not Christ® priesthood,
but men acting it out over and over, year by year. Not Christ@ kingdom, but people
like David acting it out in the earth. Not Christ® righteousness, but men and women
attempting to live it out in the flesh, and always falling short. Not Christ@ union with



His bride, but regulations and rules regarding natural marriage. Not Christ@® literal
spirit dwelling in and giving life to your soul, but natural bread falling from heaven
and dwelling in your stomach, giving life to your natural body.

Can you see what | saying. The nature of their relationship with God was a
covenant wherein God defined all of the terms in such a way that they gave
testimony of what was to come. And that is called the old covenant. The old
relationship that God had with man.

Ok, so now we get to the dog part. It would be like if God had chosen a people in
the earth to give testimony to the dog life that we just mentioned. Now we know
that true dog things can only be accomplished if you were born of a dog® seed, kind,
nature, and if that dog was formed in you. We already established that in the above
analogy.

But lets say that prior to the coming of that dog, God established a relationship with
a people that gave testimony to the coming reality of dog life.

So he calls and tells them Qook, |®e chosen you to display my dog in all of the
earth. If you® walk in this covenant, in this relationship, then | will be your God and
you will be my peopleO®

Here® what | want you to do. First, I going to start dropping dog bones out of
heaven every morning. Then | want you to build a dog house and go in it for seven
days once a year. But don® go into that dog house unless you have your dog collar
on. If you forget the dog collar, that ruins the whole thing and you will have to be
punished. Now, every night at 7pm | want you all to bark like a dog. And whatever
you do, don® have anything to do with cats. Don® enter into relationship with them.
Don® worship their Gods, don® marry their kittens etc. You are a chosen people for
a specific dog purpose.



Now | know this is ridiculous. But 1@ trying to make a point. God® whole purpose
in setting up these dog things was not that barking like a dog actually made them a
dog. Going into a dog house didn® make them a dog. Staying away from cats didn®
make them a dog. This old dog covenant was a relationship that made them into a
testimony of the dog who was to come. The natural point to the spiritual. The
corruptible pointing to the incorruptible. The shadow pointing to the substance. The
testimony pointing to the witness.

Well, lets bring it into Israel. Dressing up like a High Priest didn® make them the
true high priest. Killing an animal didn® really deal with sin, Hebrews will tell you
that. Heb 10:4 For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take
away sins. Killing a lamb didn® change the nature of Adam. Crossing the Red Sea
didn® really crucify the flesh. Trying to obey the Law of the letter didn® make them
righteous. Building a tabernacle didn® really bring them into union with God.
Washing themselves in the laver didn® really renew their mind. Eating the bread
that fell from heaven didn® really give them true life. Jesus even says Qyour fathers
ate the bread in the wilderness and yet they died. | am the true breadQ

What good was it then? It was a covenant that God established in the earth with a
people that bore witness to, gave testimony of, what was to come in Christ.

¥ Hebrews 9:9 Qhe tabernacle was a figure for the time then presentO

¥ Heb 8:4 the priests who offer gifts according to the Law, :5 who serve the
example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was warned of God when
he was about to make the tabernacle. For, He says "See that you make all
things according to the pattern shown to you in the mountain."”

¥ Heb 10:1 For the Law which has a shadow of good things to come, not the
very reality of the things,

¥ Col 2:16 Therefore let no one judge you in food or in drink, or in respect of a
feast, or of the new moon, or of the sabbaths. 17 For these are a shadow of
things to come, but the body is of Christ.

What is the New Covenant then? The New Covenant is a new relationship where you
are no longer serving a copy, a shadow, a testimony of a dog. The New Covenant is
that dog living in you. The New Covenant is where you put away the shadows, and
begin to know the reality. It is where all of the shadows are gathered up and shown
to be in a person, and that Person is your very life.

So now it is not outward attempts at obedience to a law that describes Christ. Now
it is Christ@ very life and righteousness being manifest through you. Rom 8:4 so
that the righteousness of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to
the flesh but according to the Spirit.

Now it is not a man dressing up like a priest and taking you into the Father® house.
Now it is Christ taking you in Himself unto the Father. Q am in the Father, you are
in Me, and | am in youQ

Now it is not the conquest of a natural land. Now it is the conquest of your soul.

Not strongholds of Philistines, but strongholds of the mind. Not taking Canaanites
captive, but taking thoughts captive unto the obedience of Christ. Not tearing down
high places, but tearing down every high and lofty thought that raises up against the
true knowledge of God.



Now it is no longer being led around by the hand by God saying Qlo this, don® do
thatQ Orouch this, don® touch thatQ Now it is the very Spirit of God, the very
Person of God dwelling in you causing your soul to walk in His ways. To walk in His
nature.

Did not the prophets already testify to this?

Jer 31:31 Behold, the days come, says the LORD, that | will make (cut) a new
covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah, 32 not according
to the covenant that | cut with their fathers in the day | took them by the hand to
bring them out of the land of Egypt; which covenant of Mine they broke, although
| was a husband to them, says the LORD; 33 but this shall be the covenant that
I will cut with the house of Israel: After those days, says THE LORD, | will put My
Law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and | will be their God, and
they shall be My people. 34 And they shall no more teach each man his neighbor
and each man his brother, saying, Know Jehovah; for they shall all know Me,
from the least of them to the greatest of them, says THE LORD.

It@ a completely different kind of relationship. Its not of the letter, Paul says. Its of
the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. Who® life? The very life that
was promised.

Eze 36:25 And | will sprinkle clean waters on you, and you shall be clean. | will
cleanse you from all your filthiness and from your idols. 26 And | will give you a
new heart, and | will put a new spirit within you. And | will take away the stony
heart out of your flesh, and | will give you a heart of flesh. 27 And | will put My
Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you shall keep My
judgments and do them. 28 And you shall dwell in the land that | gave to your
fathers. And you shall be My people, and | will be your God.

The New Covenant is an entirely different relationship with God where in now it is no
longer you walking in ways that testify to Christ. It is a relationship where you have
been joined to Christ and you walk in Him. Now He has become the way in which
you walk. Even as He said Q am the wayQ Formerly, God said Qhis is the way,
walk in itQ Now Christ says Q am the way, abide in meQ Formerly God said Qhis is
righteousness, live by itQ Now Christ says Q am righteousness, live in MeQ

The New Covenant is a relationship with God that says this Q®e been crucified with
Christ, nevertheless | live, yet not | but Christ lives in meQ






