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The Word of God 
 
 
 

We just  finished a rather  lengthy series having t o do with t he realit y of salvat ion.   I  
wonÕt  go back and rev iew  the th ings discussed in t hat  ser ies,  but  I  m ake reference to 
it  sim ply  t o m ake a point .   You th ink you know som ething.   You th ink you know the 
realit y or  experience or substance of som ething spiritual and yet  you never do.    
 
I  would guess that  nearly  all Chr ist ians would t ell you that  they had a good handle 
on the realit y  of salvat ion.  Most  would probably  insist  that  salvat ion was the basics.  
Well,  if there is one thing that  I  hope that  we all cam e to see in the salvat ion series 
that  we just  com pleted it  is that  salvat ion is as im m ense and unsearchable as Jesus 
Chr ist  is im m ense and unsearchable.   Why?  Because salvat ion is sim ply our soulÕs 
experience of knowing Jesus Christ .    Because all spiritual realit y that  we com e to 
know are only  facet s of the soulÕs experience and knowing of Him  as our life. 
 
Jesus says in John 17: 3 ÒAnd th is is eternal life, that  you know the Father  and Jesus 
who He has sentÓ 
 
He doesnÕt  say that  t his is part of eternal life.  This is t he very reality  and experience 
of eternal life Ð know ing Him .   Know ing Him  how?  Knowing Him  as your life, and 
therefore as your death,  burial,  resurrect ion.   Knowing Him .  
 
Everything spir it ual,  et ernal, heavenly,  incorrupt ible,  that  a Christ ian will ever  know 
or  experience is nothing other than an encounter of t he hum an soul with know ing the 
living Jesus Chr ist .    So what  is salvat ion?  I t  is Chr ist  living in you.   What  does that  
m ean?  WellÉ how m uch t im e do you have?  How m uch hunger do you have?  How 
m uch do you really want  to know?  I f you desire it ,  there is m uch to know.   I f  you 
have ears to hear,  there is m uch t o hear.    
 
Salvat ion m eans everything that  Christ  is.   Like what?  I t  m eans ChristÕs life and not  
yours.   I t  m eans t he realit y of dwelling in Him  and not  the old creat ion.   I t  m eans 
Chr istÕs relat ionship t o the Father  in union.   Et c,  et c.   There is m uch to be known, 
and walked in, and exper ienced.   How interested are you?  How m uch are you w illing 
to com e the way of knowing Him ? 
 
I  cont inue to find t hat  so m any are only as int erested in God as they are able to Òget  
Him Ó, so t hey th ink,  to effect  t heir own world or  protect  t heir own interests.    We 
love God t o the degree that  we perceive Him  bet t er ing or  blessing our  lives.   
 
And for  som e,  Chr ist ianit y  is m erely  som ething you believe in but  donÕt  give m uch 
thought  t o or  concern yourself with unt il th ings in your  world begin to fall apar t .   We 
turn to Him  when things seem  out  of cont rol.   Maybe you lose a job.   Maybe you lose 
a som e m oney.   Then we turn our  at tent ion t o t he Lord,  and generally  weÕre upset  
with Him  for ÒallowingÓ such t hings to happenÉ as though God was the author  of  
your  m isfor tune and owes you som ething bet t er .  Som et im es then we dust  the Bible 



off the shelf,  star t  going back t o church, and t ry  to change our  behavior  in an 
at t em pt  to m ot ivate God t o help our  sit uat ion.   As t hough God is that  st upid.   But  m y 
point  is t hat  so m any people donÕt  really  desire t o know the Truth.    
 
So oft en,  what  we know of salvat ion,  what  we know of eternal life, is just  what  weÕve 
allowed the Lord to show us.   What  we know of the Truth is proport ional t o what  
weÕve desired to know,  and what  weÕve let  Him  show us.    
 
But  I  was saying that  salvat ion is everything t hat  Chr ist  is.  How m uch do you want  
to know?  How far w ill you let  Him  show you.   HeÕs not  gong to show you things.   
HeÕs going to show you all spir itual th ings in and as Chr ist .   I  hope IÕm  being clear. 
 
Chr ist  is the sum  and reality  of all spiritual things.   And the m om ent  you th ink you 
know som ething,  its t hen you can know for  cert ain that  you donÕt  know as you 
ought .  As though your know ing could contain Him !   As though your thoughts could 
exhaust  Him !     
 

1 Co  8 :2   And if any man thinks that he knows anything, he knows nothing 
yet as he ought to know. 

 
ÒWow, I  thought  I  understood salvat ion.  Now I  see t hat  I  only understood t hat  I  
have salvat ion in Chr ist ,  but  have no idea what  t hat  is.  I  wonder what  else I  donÕt  
know.Ó  FREEZE! !   Hold that  t hought  for the rest  of your  life,  and t he Spirit  can teach 
you.   Well,  what  else what  we m ight  not  understand?  What  about  the ÒgospelÓ?  
WhatÕs that?  What  about  the Word of God?  
 
I  wanted to start  another  series,  but  wasnÕt  quit e ready to do so this m orning. So I  
thought  I Õd j ust  share a few  t houghts about  knowing the Word,  or knowing the 
gospel.   Really,  itÕs the sam e thing Ð the Word t hat  He is, and the gospel that  He is.     
I t s been st ir ring in m y heart  th is week.   
 
I  doubt  I Õll take th is beyond one week,  but  I  had a few  th ings that  the Lord has 
begun to m ake clear  to m y heart  with regards t o His Word.      
 
ÒIn the beginning was the Word,  and t he Word was wit h God,  and t he Word was 
GodÓ.  We all know that  passage.  And I  suppose we all know that  the word ÒWordÓ 
there is with reference to Chr ist .    I  donÕt  t hink t here is any body here t hat  th inks 
that  passage speaks of God t he Father hav ing a Bible on his night stand in the 
beginning.  I t s not  words.   I t s not  a Bible.  I tÕs the Word that  Chr ist  is.   
 
But  in what  sense is Christ  the Word?  IÕm  just  going to say it  now,  and weÕll build on 
it .   But  you could say that  m y words ( in a very t ype and shadow sort  of way)  are the 
very expression and appear ing of m e to you.    How do you know m y t houghts?  My 
words convey them .  How do you know m y em ot ions?  My words show them .  How 
do you know m y m ind?  Again,  m y words.  They are t he expression the experience 
the m aterializing of m y t hought ,  m y person, m y wisdom , m y heart , m y nature.    
They are not  things t hat  describe m e.   They are m eÉ  being expressed.   They are not  
adject ives about  Jason.  They are Jason com ing forth int o your percept ion.   They are 
the knowing of Jason.    
 
The t rue Word of God, the gospel of God, is not  words and t eachings.   The gospel is,  
in fact ,  t he Word of God Him self in you by new bir th.    You could say that  IÕm  up 
here t ry ing to t each you t he gospel,  but  really what  IÕm  up here doing is proclaim ing 



to you the Word that  He is.   IÕm  up here t est ifying t o the Word that  is in you.   IÕm  
teaching in hopes t hat  your  heart  will turn and let  Him  show you t he gospel.    
 
The gospel is GodÕs own Word revealed in your  heart .  The gospel is GodÕs own 
person,  wisdom , heart ,  nature, understanding,  characterÉ GodÕs Son,  being revealed 
in you.   And so you see that  Word is not  a language.   I t  is not  words and sentences.  
This Word is not  a t eaching.   HeÕs not  t hat  k ind of Word.   Words and sentences can 
only descr ibe the Word that  He is.   
 
The words of the Bible,  and hopefully the words of m y m outh, descr ibe t he Word t hat  
He is.   They com m unicate som ething of the t ruth, the w isdom , and the 
understanding that  He is.   But  they are not  really the Word.   He is t he Word.   They 
are not  t he gospel, they are the proclam at ion of the gospel.    
 
The t rue gospel isnÕt  t elling you wit h words whatÕs good,  bad,  r ight , w rong,  and then 
leaving you standing there t o m ake t he decision whether  t o do it .   No thatÕs just  
words.   And youÕll never do it .   You see,  t his is t he great  stum bling block of religion.   
Religion says t hat  if  you read words, study words,  m ake applicat ion,  and put  a 
leather cover on your words and then read it  for  X am ount  every day, then youÕll do 
it .   And right  there is exact ly where we donÕt  understand the difference between 
words and Word.   
 
Words and Word.   Words can only ever instruct you.  But they will never 
change you.  They are im posed on a soul from  without .  They go in the ears and we 
at t em pt  to apply them  to situat ions.  But  words only t ell you what  HeÕs like, and 
what  youÕre supposed to be like.   They only  descr ibe som ething t hat  you are not .   
And in t he learning of His words Ð through the Bible, preaching,  v isions and dream s 
or  the Law of Moses Ð you will never  change.   Not  one bit .   You m ight  agree.  You 
m ight  t ry  t o adapt  and adj ust  behavior.   But  you will never  change.    
 
But  t he Word Him self is not  like t his.   He t ransform s a soul from  within.   The one is 
let t ers on a page descr ibing righteousness.   The other  is Righteousness it self being 
writ t en on the heart .    The one is a verse about  perfect  love cast ing out  fear.   The 
other is that  love cast ing out  fear.   The one is a descript ion of t he fru it  of the Spirit .   
The other  is that  fru it  growing out  of the soil of your  soul.   
 
Words can only  inst ruct  you.   The Word will change you.   Do you see that  th is is the 
difference from  the Old Covenant  and the New.  WeÕve com e, as Paul says, from  
let t er to Spir it .   From  words descr ibing Chr ist  to the Spirit  of Chr ist .   WeÕve com e 
from  words that  descr ibe Him  writ t en on stone,  to the Word that  is Him  writ t en on 
the hum an heart  by t he finger  of God.  (2 Corinthians 3)  
 
You see,  words say Òthou shalt  not  lieÓ.   But  the Word says ÒI  will not  lieÓ.    Words 
say Òthou shalt  not  covetÓ.  Word says ÒI  cannot covetÓ.   Words say Òyou m ust  
loveÓ.   The Word says ÒI  am  loveÓ.  On t he one hand you have words that  descr ibe 
Chr ist  being im posed upon you and there you are doing your best  to obey.  On the 
other hand you have the very Spirit  of Christ  work ing in you the realit y  of what  all 
words have described.     On the one hand it  is inst ruct ions describ ing good and ev il.   
On t he other it  is His Word work ing in you both to w ill and to work for  His good 
pleasure.   
 
Jam es says ÒReceived w it h hum ilit y  the im planted Word of GodÓ  ThatÕs not  a 
surgical procedure involving a scalpel and a King Jam es Bible.  That  is t he very 



thought  and heart  and m ind of God being wrought  in your  soul t hrough the unveiling 
of that  Word.  That is now allowing Him to implant in you what He has only 
ever described to you.   The Word of God. 
 
You see,  Chr ist ianÕs usually  donÕt  understand t his about  t he Law.  The Law of Moses 
was only  ever  the descript ion of Chr ist .  I n every way the Law described som ething 
that  He is.  Whether  it  is the m oral facets of that  law  Ð t he Òthou shalt sÓ and t he 
Òthou shalt  not sÓ  The civ il facet s of the law  Ð Òdo not  int erm arry  with another seed.Ó  
Or the cerem onial facet s of t he law Ð Òsacrifice t his lam b on t his altarÓ.  
 
I n each case t he law was writ t en words, com m anding them  to do th ings that  caused 
I srael t o be a natural t est im ony in the eart h of Him  who was to com e.  Were they 
ever  able to keep t he Law?  Did the law  m ake them  righteous?  What  happens when 
you take wr it ten words t hat  describe Jesus and dem and them  of people who are 
other than Jesus by nature?   Paul t ells you what  happens.    
 

- The Law br ings the increase of t ransgression.  ÒThe Law came in so that the 
transgression would increase”. Rom ans 5: 20 

 
- ÒI would not have come to know sin except through the Law; for I would not 

have known about coveting if the Law had not said, "YOU SHALL NOT 
COVET”. 8 But sin, taking opportunity through the commandment, produced 
in me coveting of every kind; for apart from the Law sin is dead”. Rom ans 7: 7  

 
- “For while we were in the flesh, t h e si n fu l  p assio n s, w h i ch  w er e  

{ a r ou sed }  b y  t h e Law , were at work in the members of our body to bear 
fruit for death”. Rom ans 7: 5 

 
- “Because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; f o r  

t h r o u g h  t h e Law  co m es t h e k n o w l ed g e o f  si n Ó.  Rom ans 3: 20 
 

- The Law is “a ministry of death” and “a ministry of condemnation”. 2 
Cor inthians 3: 7,9 

 
 
Do you see?  The writ t en words funct ioned in two ways.  First  and forem ost  t o create 
a t est im ony in the ear th of Chr ist .   To describe Him  in words.   And second to 
condem n to death all t hat  was not  Him .    
 
The words describe t he Word.   They did t hen,  and t hey do now.  The Law descr ibes 
the Spirit .   But  when the Spir it  com es,  you are free from  the law.   Why?  Because 
righteousness ceases to exist ?  No, because you have come from words 
describing it to living Word of righteousness implanted.   
 
And that  is why,  in so m any instances the New Testam ent  descr ibes t he realit y that  
we have com e from  Law to Spirit .   We have com e,  as Rom ans 8 says,  to t he law of 
the Spirit  of Life in Chr ist  Jesus.     

 
Rom 8:2  But  t he Law of the Spir it  of life in Chr ist  Jesus has m ade m e free from  

the law of sin and death.   
 
James 1:25  But  look ing into t he perfect  Law of Libert y  and abiding therein,  t his 

one becom es not  a forget ful hearer, but  a doer of the work 



 
Jam 2:12  So speak and so do as being about  t o be judged through a Law of 
freedom . 

 
Freedom  from  what?  Freedom  from  the m an t hat  could never keep the words.  
Freedom  unto what?  Freedom  unto the Spir it  who is t he living Word.   
 
We Christ ians,  m ust  understand t hat  weÕve com e from  words t o the Word.  I  see 
people all the t im e,  checking in t he Bible t o see if  such and such is a sin.   ÒWell,  I  
havenÕt  read anything t hat  says th is is w rong!Ó  ÒBrother,  do you want  to com e out  
and go with us to a par ty  Saturday night?Ó  ÒWell,  let  m e look in the Bible and see if  
it s w rongÓ.  That  is totally  m issing the reality  of t he Word.    
 
The Word isnÕt  som ething you run your ideas by to see if  they line up w it h His.  The 
Word is the very thought  and heart  and person of Christ  working in and out  of you.  
The Word is GodÕs com m unicat ion of Him self to you t hrough the revealing of Chr ist  
your  life.    
 
I  was recent ly doing som e teaching in a group of people, m ost  of whom  were leaders 
of som e k ind.   I  was t eaching on t he realit y  of knowing Chr ist  as t he very life of the 
soul.   I  was t eaching roughly  along t he lines of what  IÕm  teaching today.  Speaking 
to them  on how there is all t he difference in the wor ld between t rying to be like Him , 
t rying to do what  he says,  and becom ing the very expression of His life, His Word, 
working in you.   I  had taught  for  several hours when aft erward a part icular  leader 
cam e up to m e and said ÒJason,  so basically  all t hat  youÕre saying is t hat  I  need to 
be m ore intent ional about  running m y ideas past  t he Lord, r ight?Ó 
 
IÕll never forget  t hat .   I  stood t here not  knowing what  to say for  an awkward am ount  
of t im e,  and f inally saidÉ Ówell,  t hereÕs m ore t o it  than thatÓ.    That  is a per fect  
exam ple of our  problem . 
 
The Word of God is not  som ething you run your ideas by.   The Word of God isnÕt  a 
com m and im posed upon you.   Old Covenant  words funct ioned as such in order  t o 
create a natural t est im ony in the ear th of Him  who was to com e.  But  t he Word of 
God is a Person,  a nature,  t he very thought , and heart ,  and reality  of God liv ing in 
you.   Working in you.   I t s not  things you hear from  God and t ry  to apply  to your life.  
Please,  we m ust  get  away from  that .   I t  is the very heart  of God,  t hought  of God,  
m ind of God,  working in you both to will and to work.    
 
I t  doesnÕt  j ust  correct  your decisions or  re-direct  your p lans.   I t  changes the very 
operat ions of your  soul.   I t  doesnÕt  turn you to a wiser  d irect ion,  it  is His very 
wisdom  const raining you.  I t  doesnÕt  t each you a higher standard of love, it  is t he 
love of Christ  com pelling you.  I t  doesnÕt  clue you into His Will,  it  is t he w ill of God 
working in you.   Can you hear the difference? 
 
I  say this because I  see t he church, and IÕve seen it  in  m yself for  years, look ing 
som ewhere other than t his very im planted Word to know His w ill.   I tÕs gr ievous.  
People looking in a book t o understand what  God wants.   YouÕll never f ind it  there.  
I t s not  on pages.   I tÕs a person who is your  life.   People pray ing endlessly  for God to 
Òspeak som ething to t hem Ó.  People chasing around so- called prophet ic voices in the 
body of Chr ist .   Why?  To know what  God wants for  m e!   To know what  God wants 
from  m e!   No.  Stop that.    His w ill isnÕt  known in that  way.   His will isnÕt  words t hat  
you will hear.   His will wonÕt  com e in English sentences that  w ill com m and you to do 



things.   His will isnÕt  inst ruct ions and tasks.   His will is the revealing of His Word in 
you.    His will isnÕt  a t hing to do,  it  is a life to live.    The Person of Eternal Life.   
 
And IÕm  not  say ing t hat  the Lord wonÕt  com m unicate in words about  natural or  
direct ional things, or  even descr ibe in words t hat  which m ust  be revealed as Word.   
ÒPaul,  go to Macedonia.Ó  ÒPhillip, run up to t hat  Ethiopian.Ó  ThatÕs fine.  But  t hatÕs 
not  where GodÕs w ill is really  known or  accom plished.    GodÕs w ill is known and 
accom plished when His Word becom es the very thought ,  heart , m ind, understanding,  
and nature of your  soul.  You canÕt  get  t hat  t hough a prophet  or  a book.  
 
IÕve recent ly seen people I  care about  chasing after  GodÕs will for  their  life in t hese 
ways.  YouÕll never find it  there.   I  donÕt  care if  you read every book and receive 
hundreds of prophet ic words.  The word of God is not  som ething that  He tells your 
m ind,  it s His m ind work ing in you.    I t s not  som ething youÕre going to f igure out  
through a v ision.   I t  is the v ision of God becom ing all that  you see.  And the will of 
God isnÕt  even som ething t hat  you can do.  I t  is som ething He has done, and now 
seeks to reveal in you so t hat  you can express it  in  the eart h.    
 
His w ill is not  som ething that  He is t ry ing to get  you t o do.  IÕm  going to say t hat  
again.   His w ill is not  som ething that  He is t rying to get  you to do.   His will is not  
som ething that  you can do.   His will is what  He has done in Chr ist .   I t  is spirit  and 
t ruth.   I t  is eternal.   I t  is f in ished.  I t  is kept ,  t hat  is safe,  reserved,  undefiled in a 
realm  that  cannot  be m essed wit h.   A realm ,  in fact ,  in which you live and m ove and 
have your being as a Christ ian whether  you realize it  or  not .  And so His com es 
direct ly  out  from  you knowing His thought , His m ind,  His understanding, His Wisdom , 
His heart , His WORD.  His will is to p lant  His Word and grow His Word in your soul.   
That  is what  God wants from  you.    
 
Have you ever  not iced t hat  in so m any of JesusÕ parables he is talk ing about  th is 
very Word.   Som et im es He calls it  t he ÒWord of the kingdom Ó.  Other  t im es the 
gospel of the k ingdom .  I t s not  just  a good t eaching about  the k ingdom .  I tÕs t he 
kingdom  of that  Word.  I t s not  words.   I t  is the Person described by all His t eachings 
and all His Words.   Jesus wasnÕt  sow ing theology into a field.  He was sow ing the 
Word.    Jesus wasnÕt  sowing good doct rine into four  t ypes of ground.  He was sow ing 
the living Word.   
 
So we have com e from  words to the Word.  I t  is no longer carnal at t em pts to keep 
His word in the f lesh.  You see,  t hat  is Old Covenant .   That  is the shadow.   That  was 
the prev iew of com ing at t ract ions.  No, now it  is the m anifestat ion of that  Word in 
spirit  and t ruth.  Now it  is not  let t er  required of you,  but  Spir it  revealed in you.   The 
gospel is not  words describ ing what  He did,  it  is the Word Him self doing it  in you.   
 
We recent ly spoke of t he difference between the old and new covenant .  Let  m e 
bring this very thing into that  cont rast .   Form erly, in t he days of the old covenant ,  
God spoke in a variet y  of d if ferent  ways.  He always spoke concerning the sam e 
thing Ð that  is t he cross, the put t ing away of t he f irst  and the establishing of the 
second.   Or you could say Òthe suffer ings of t he Chr ist  and the glor ies to followÓ.  He 
always spoke of the sam e thing, but  He spoke in different  ways.   
 
Som et im es He used nature Ð par t ing seas,  water com ing from  rocks,  bread falling fro 
heaven.   Som et im es He used clothing.   Put  on t his linen garm ent ,  and t his hat ,  and 
this breast  plate.  Som et im es He used event s Ð this v ictory , that  capt iv it y.   
Som et im es he used people Ð a k ing here and a priest  t here.   Som et im es He j ust  



used hum an words Ð the m aj or and m inor prophets.   But  in each case, in form er 
days,  he spoke in d iverse ways concerning a com ing Son.   And in every t hing t hat  he 
said,  in whatever  way that  He said it ,  He was speaking concerning His com ing Son.  
 
Now, however,  at  t he end of these days,  He sim ply  speaks to us in that  Son.  Now, 
His speaking is the revealing of the Word that  all words every spoke of.   Now He 
doesnÕt  have t o say words Ð which always left  so m uch unsaid.  Now He can sim ply  
show you t he Word.  Can you see t hat?  Now that  t he Word lives in your  soul,  why 
would he veil the Word in words.   Why wouldnÕt  He just  show you the Word?  Why 
wouldnÕt  He just  speak to you by showing you His Son?   
 
Let  m e read you Hebrews 1: 1 from  a lit eral t ranslat ion ÒGod,  who at  m any t im es and 
in various ways of old, spoke to t he Fathers in t he prophets,  has at  t he last  of t hese 
days,  spoken to us in SonÓ.    
 
I s t hat  not  exact ly  what  weÕve been saying?  Form er ly  He says som ething about  
righteousness,  now He reveals that  r ighteousness in you.  Form erly He says 
som ething about  t ruth, now t ruth is the know ing of Him .  Form erly  He talks about  
eternal life, now Jesus says ÒThis is eternal life,  that  you m ight  know Me Ð t he Word 
of GodÓ 
 
I n the New Covenant , the Word of God is not  som ething you just  hear and at t em pt  
to m ake appropriate applicat ion.   The Word of God is not  a descript ion of His w ill,  it  
is h is very will now in you.  The Word of God is not  a descr ipt ion of His 
righteousness,  it  is His righteousness working in you.   The Word of God is not  a book 
of life,  it  is Life Him self.   You get  t he picture.   
 
Who is the Word of God?  He is t he one IN WHOM God is now speaking.   The Word is 
the com m unicat ion of all that  god thinks and knows and wills and sees.  Rem em ber,  
what  was m y word?  My word is t he com m unicat ion of all that  I  th ink and know and 
will and see.  The Word of God,  Chr ist  in you,  is the one IN WHOM God is now 
speaking.   
 
How is GodÕs Word heard?  Through us com ing t o share His th inking,  His knowing, 
His w illing,  His seeing by showing us th is Word.  By revealing th is Word in us.   
 
And who get s to know that  Word?  All who w ill receive it  w it h m eekness and abide 
therein.   All who will seek Him  for  t he increase of what  was planted.   All who w ill let  
the Father speak t o you in Son.    The natural ear can hear words, but  only those w it h 
ears t o hear can perceive the Word.    
 
Again,  have you not iced how every t im e that  Jesus opens His m outh in the gospels 
he begins or ends by saying Òthe ones hav ing an ear  t o hear,  let  him  earÓ.   Or in the 
book of Revelat ion ÒLet  the one who has an ear,  hear what  t he Spirit  is say ing to the 
churchesÓ 
  


