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The I nher itance 
 
 

WeÕre going t o cont inue our  search in the book of Ephesians t oday.   WeÕve com e to 
Ephesians chapter  1 verse 11, and that  is as far as weÕll get  t oday.   
 
Today I  want  t o look at  the reality  of inher itance.  Let s just  start  by reading t he 
verse.   
 
ÒIn Him  also we have obtained an inher itance,  being predest ined according to t he 
purpose of Him  who works all t hings according t o t he counsel of His w illÓ.   
 
Now, IÕm  not  going to get  back into discussing t he reality  of predest inat ion here.   We 
spent  m ost  of a Sunday on that  realit y  back in verses 4 and 5 of Ephesians 1.   
Suff ice to say, that  here again we do not  see predest ined individuals, we see a 
predest ined purpose of t he One who works according to His own will.   We do not  see 
God select ing indiv iduals,  we see God select ing t he purpose and inher itance for  all 
individuals,  and that ,  as we have m ent ioned,  is to have a people in His Son,  sharing 
the life, r ighteousness,  redem pt ion,  and placem ent  of t hat  Son,  accepted in that  Son,  
and becom ing the increased expression and m anifestat ion of that  Son.    
 
That  is clearly m ent ioned in verses 4 and 5,  and again, we spent  som e t im e on t hat .   
I  just  wanted t o m ake m ent ion of it  briefly because it  is in todayÕs verse as well.   We 
have obtained a predest ined inher itance.   That  is what  t his verse says.   We have 
com e to a predest ined purpose.  You will not  f ind here m ent ion of the predest ined 
salvat ion and dam nat ion of indiv iduals.   Nor will you f ind that  in Rom ans 8 and 9,  
and we walked through those chapters a few  weeks ago.    
 
So th is m orning I  want  t o focus in on th is word,  this realit y,  of inher itance.   And t he 
first  th ings I  want  you to not ice here is the place of t his inher itance.   This sentence is 
now the 9th t im e in 11 verses,  where Paul specif ically  states the reality  of being I N 
CHRIST.    And there are at  least  two other  places where t his is clearly  im plied.   So, 
CLEARLYÉ  this is of utm ost  im portance t o Paul.    
 
What  was im portant  t o Paul?  That  his readers understand t hat  everything we have 
been given by God we have been given in and as the Person of Jesus Chr ist .    
Salvat ion isnÕt  som ething Jesus Chr ist  gives us.   Salvat ion is Jesus Christ  being given 
to us, and us liv ing in Him .  Redem pt ion isnÕt  som ething Jesus gives us.    I n Him  we 
have redem pt ion.   ( vs. 7) .    Love isnÕt  just  som ething God feels for  everyone.   We 
have been brought  into t he Son of His love,  accepted in t he Beloved.   ( vs. 4 and 6) .    
We could go on and on.    But  here againÉ Jesus doesnÕt  give you or  I  our  own 
inheritance.  But  ÒIn Him  we have an inher itance.Ó.    You canÕt  m ake that  verse say 
anything else.   Not  in Greek,  not  in Swahili.   In Him we have an inher itance. 
 
Now before we go on t o talk about  t he nature and realit y of t his inheritance,  let  m e 
also point  out  t hat  it  says t o those who are IN CHRIST,  t hat  we HAVE obtained th is 
inheritance.  Paul speaks of th is as a finished work.  Not  future t ense, past  t ense.   I ts 
done.  I t  m ay not  be revealed in our  heart ,  it  m ay not  be realized or  experienced.   



You m ay not  even know what  in t he wor ld the inheritance is.  But  our  know ledge of it  
is not  the m easure of what  God has done.  Our spir itual com prehension is not  t he 
m easure of His com plet ion.  I n other  words, our  ignorance of it  and failure to enjoy it  
does not  render it  incom plete.  I t  sim ply  proves us st ill largely  blind.   I n Him  we 
have obtained an inheritance.    
 
My point  is not  t o be cr it ical or  div isive in what  I Õm  about  t o say.   But  the reason I  
st ress t his is that  you can hardly  open up a com m entary on Ephesians without  
finding t he author  pushing th is inheritance off to the future at  som e point  when we 
die or  when Jesus blows up the eart h.   ThatÕs very t roublesom e to m e.   Chr ist  
fin ished som ething at  t he cross, but  because we do not  see it  yet  finished in 
ourselves, we insist ,  in DEFI ANCE of Scr ipture,  in defiance of t he cross, that  it  is yet  
fut ure.   
 
Are we so biased in our  view  of realit y,  so prejudiced in our  spiritual presupposit ions 
that  we cannot  take note of t he overwhelm ing use of t he past  t ense here in th is and 
all of PaulÕs let ters.   Not ice j ust  in t he sect ion of Ephesians we have covered:    
 

• Vs.  3  Òwho HAS blessed us with every spir itual blessing in the heavens in 
Chr istÓ 

• Vs.  6 ÒHe m ade us accepted in the BelovedÓ 
• Vs.  7 ÒIn Him  we have redem pt ionÓ 
• Vs.  8 Ò[ the grace]  which He m ade to abound to usÓ 
• Vs.  9 Òhaving m ade know to us t he m ystery of His willÓ 
• Vs.  11 ÒI n Him  also we have obtained an inherit anceÓ 

 
And thatÕs just  in the first  11 verses.   Let  m e say th is plainly.   I  see t his in m yself,  I  
see it  in  t he church.  I  am  not  innocent ,  but  I  am  ident ifying a problem .   I f  you 
approach Scripture looking anywhere outside of Chr ist  for  life,  love,  fulfillm ent , 
adopt ion,  redem pt ion,  blessings,  prom ises,  etc.,  then, not  seeing t hem  in yourself,  
and not  seeing them  in the natural world,  you will have no other  opt ion but  to 
m ake them  into events t hat  are st ill yet  to com e.  Your Scr iptural herm eneut ic, the 
way you interpret  t he Bible,  t he way we even TRANSLATE the Bible,  will necessarily  
be to push such th ings off into t he future.   
 
My point  is that  we will m ake them  ÒthingsÓ you will experience one day aft er  your 
body dies, or  one day when God st irs up som e great  m ovem ent . 
 
But ,  you see, God already st ir red up a great  m ovem ent .  I t  was called the cross. And 
m ore t han t hat ,  God already brought  you into the death of His Son.  ÒYou have died, 
and your life is hidden w ith Chr ist  in GodÓ.   Why?  So t hat  you could live in and by 
the life of t hat  Son in whom  is life,  love,  fulfillm ent ,  adopt ion,  redem pt ion, b lessing 
and prom ise.   I n Him  all of this has it s com plet ion and fu lf il lm ent .   And in Him  you 
have been m ade com plete Ð regardless of what  you have seen heretofore.     
 

Col 2: 8- 10  Beware lest  anyone rob you t hrough philosophy and vain deceit ,  
according t o the t radit ion of m en, according to t he basic elem ents of the 
wor ld, and not  according t o Chr ist .   ( 9)   For  in Him  dwells all the fu llness of 
the Godhead bodily.   ( 10)   And in Him  you are com plete 

 
The quest ion rem ains,  do you know as you are known.   You m ay t ire of hearing m e 
say t hings like t his.   But  I  will only  stop say ing such t hings when I  see that  you and I  
have stopped looking out side of Christ  for what  God has given to the hum an soul.  



And if the realit y  of being in Christ , and Christ  being your life,  rem ains to us a 
theology and not  a realit y,  then we m ust  do as Paul did.   We m ust  fall on our faces 
and ask t hat  t he One who appeared to us unto new birt h, would now appear in us as 
the life of t he believer.    
 
Ok, the inher itance.   IÕve been dealing wit h th is a bit  in the 9: 00 AM class on 
Colossians where in chapter 1 vs.  12 Paul w rites Ògiving thanks to t he Father  who 
has qualified us to be partakers of the inher itance of t he saint s in t he lightÓ.    Not ice 
again the past  t ense Ð Òhas qualifiedÓ Ð and of course that  qualif icat ion is through 
bearing His death and being found in His life.  
 
But  I  want  to look at  three realit ies with respect  to t he inheritance.   And th is w ill 
probably  take than one week.  
 

1.  What  is the nature of the inherit ance?   
2.  To whom  does t he inheritance belong? 
3.  What  is the inher itance specif ically?  
4.  and how is it  ours?  

 
Let s start  with the first  quest ion.   What  is t he nature of the inheritance?  What  do I  
m ean by that?  I  m ean what  is t he substance,  t he k ind,  or  qualit y  of the inher itance?  
What  nature is it?  I  once used an analogy som ething like this.   Let s say your w ife 
asks you to take out  the t rash and when you com e back in sheÕll give you a present .   
Well,  you know you have to take out  t he t rash anyway,  but  you begin to wonder if  
m aybe she found a 20 dollar b ill under a couch cushion t hat  sheÕs going to g ive to 
you.   Or m aybe sheÕs whipped up an ice- cream  sunday and as soon as you get  back 
you get  to eat  it .    So you go and take out  the t rash and com e into t he kitchenÉ and 
her  present  turns out  to be a hug.    
 
Well,  I  donÕt  know what  m ost  of you would think about  that .  But  m y point  is sim ply  
that  a hug and ice-cream  and cash can all be considered present s,  but  they differ  
from  one another  in quality , nature,  k ind.   Both involved a giving,  but  one present  is 
m aterial,  one is em ot ional.  Why am  I  talk ing about  wives and ice- cream ?  Because 
that  j ust  happened to m e last  n ight .   No,  sim ply  to say t hat  whenever we read a 
word like inher itance in the Bible our natural m ind im m ediately  begins to f il l in  t he 
blanks.   And frank ly, at  f irst , all we have is blanks.  So there is a lot  of room  for  vain 
im aginat ions.   
 
We read a word like Òinher itanceÓ,  and it  im m ediately  passes through the darkened,  
self- consum ed filt er  of the natural m ind.    Generally speaking,  we will then begin to 
m ake up the greatest  th ing that  we can im agine receiving from  God and that  thing 
becom es what  we look for as our  inher itance.   For  one person it  m ight  be health and 
wealth in the present  age.   For  another,  it  m ight  be God knocking them  over a few  
t im es in a prayer line.    For  another  it  has t o do with a physical healing.   For  another  
it  is som e form  of prophet ic gif t  or  Òanoint ingÓ.   Another itÕs the Am er ican dream  Ð 
m arr iage,  kids,  whit e p icket - fence, a dog nam ed Lassie.  Another  itÕs a boom ing 
m inist ry.  And st ill for  another  its j ust  God t elling them  at  the end of their  lives -  Òwell 
done, good and faithfu l servantÓ.    
 
I  am  not  say ing t hat  God doesnÕt  heal or that  he wonÕt  prov ide w ith finances t hrough 
His body,  et c.  I am simply saying that your own heart becomes the defining 
of a reality that His heart has already defined.  Our own lust s,  spirit ual or  
natural, becom e the defin it ion and hope of inher itance,  when in fact  He has already 



predest ined,  defined,  and given an inher itance in Chr ist .   I t s not  g iven unto you to 
classify  or  define it .   I t  is given unto you already defined, and ready to be revealed.   
 
And it s not  just  t hat  you havenÕt  figured it  out  yet ,  but  keep t ry ing.   No,  we donÕt  
know it  because we canÕt  know it  unless it  is shown to us.  That  is t he nature of all 
spiritual realit y.   YouÕll never Òfigure it  outÓ.  I t s not  the ÒBible codeÓ.   You donÕt  need 
a super- com puter.   I t  m ust  be revealed.   
 
Rem em ber when God told Abraham  to leave his count ry, his k indred, and his 
FatherÕs house?  Why did He do t hat?  Because here is another  t est im ony of com ing 
out  of one count ry,  k indred,  and fathers house into another p lace t o dwell,  in Christ ,  
another  k indred, those who share His life,  and another  Fathers house (John 14) .    
 
Well,  what  d id God say to Abraham  when He sent  him  out?  ÒAbraham , leave your 
own count ry,  k indred,  and FatherÕs house,  head due west ,  turn left  at  Albuquerque, 
follow  a shaved cam el for  38 m iles, and then look for  the road sign that  says 
ÒProm ised LandÓ.   No,  he says ÒAbraham  leave and go t o a land that I will show 
youÓ.  I  w ill show you.  Abraham  could have said.  ÒHey God, why donÕt  you j ust  t ell 
m e where it  is?  Why donÕt  j ust  g ive m e t he address and IÕll t ype it  into m apquest  
and get  a m ap.   I  love m aps. Ò   Because this land was not  really  j ust  a piece of real 
estate.    
 
I  understand that  it  involved a natural land in t he t ype and shadow.  But  God was 
speaking of an inheritance, using a natural place to dwell and all t he bount iful 
provision there,  to speak of a spiritual place to dwell,  and all of the eternal provision 
in Him .  And so with Abraham , his inher itance was som ething t hat  had to be shown to 
Him .    
 
Your inher itance is like that .   I t  is a leav ing of a whole creat ion, a whole k indred, and 
a whole kindÉ and a com ing unto,  a com ing into,  som ething, rather  som eONE that  
cannot  be known by m ere words,  it  cannot  be pulled up on Google,  youÕll never find 
it  on a m ap.   I t  m ust  be revealed.  ÒThe Spir it  has been given t hat  you m ight  know 
the things that  HAVE been freely  given to you by GodÓ.   Yes,  we need to be shown,  
or  weÕll m ake it  natural,  m ater ial,  carnal,  and self- serving every t im e.    
 
The inher itance that  you HAVE in Him  is eternal and t herefore spir itual.   That  doesnÕt  
m ean that  you donÕt  experience it  in  t his body.   For  goodness sake, thatÕs the whole 
point  of w rit ing t he New Testam ent  Ð that  those who had received the inherit ance in 
Chr ist  would know, exper ience, and express it  in  ear then vessels.    But  it  is spiritual 
and eternal.  I t  m ay bleed over into the realm  of m ater ial even as the k ingdom  of 
God can have m anifestat ion in t he eart h by healing a leper.   But  a healed leper isnÕt  
the kingdom  of God.   A healed leper is a healed leperÉ a m anifestat ion of the 
kingdom . But  t he kingdom  of God,  Jesus tells Pilate on his way to the cross, is not  of 
this realm ,  otherwise m y servant s would fight  for m e.    
 
He could have said to t he Jews that  day, even as he said t o Nicodem us in John 
chapter  3 Òyou have seen t he dem onst rat ion and m anifestat ion of the k ingdom  of 
God in and through m e for  the last  3 and a half years,  and yet  unless you are born 
into that  kingdom  by m y Spirit ,  you w ill never see it .   You will never  know the reign 
of the t rue King.  You will never  be m ade to be a k ingdom Ó.   
 



That  kingdom  was not  then,  nor  will it  ever be,  a t ransform ed natural creat ion.  I t  is 
GodÕs rule in Christ ,  and it  is set  up in a people who w ill be m ade a k ingdom  and 
priesthood.   You see the Jews t ripped on t hat  one.   WeÕre t ripping on it  today.    
 

Luk 17:20  And being asked by the Phar isees when the k ingdom  of God 
would com e,  He answered and said,  The kingdom  of God does not  com e 
with observat ion. 21  Nor shall they say, Lo here!  or,  behold, there!  For 
behold,  the kingdom  of God is w it hin you. 

 
IÕll leave that  alone for now,  except  t o say that  let  us not  m ake t he sam e m istake the 
m ajority  of the Jews did in the f irst  century.  Let  us not  dem and that  Chr ist  establish 
a m ater ial k ingdom  of our own design,  and fail t o allow  him  to establish in us t he 
everlast ing kingdom  that  the Father  already designed and brought  about  in ChristÕs 
resurrect ion.    
 
I  got  a lit t le off t rack, but  what  I  was t rying to say is that  you can,  and will,  m iss t he 
nature and realit y  of the inher itance if you do not  allow  God to Òshow it  to youÓ.   This 
inheritance is not  a som eTHING that  He will give to you.   This inher itance is 
som eONE in whom  all things t hat  He is are m ade yours by sharing His life.    
 
So th is inheritance that  Paul references here in Ephesians 1: 11 is first  of all not  
natural, eart hly, m aterial,  corrupt ib le.  As I  said,  it  m ay im pact  and m anifest  in the 
natural, eart hly, m aterial,  and corrupt ib le.  But  it  is spiritual and eternal.  
 
Now to m any t hat  im m ediately sounds like a disappointm ent  because we want  the 
inheritance to be in and of t he realm  where our  heart  is.   We donÕt  want  to BE a 
kingdom , we want  t o see,  touch, and reign in a kingdom .  We donÕt  want  the 
blessings and prom ises m ade to pat riarchs and t he prophets and fulfilled in Chr ist .   
Who knows what  t hose even were?  We want  God t o grant  us our own blessings and 
our  own indiv idual Òprophet icÓ prom ises.   We want  our prom ises to be yes and am en 
apart  from  the One in whom  they are yes and am en.   Can you understand what  IÕm  
saying.    
 
I  know there are so m any in the church say ing ÒGod prom ised m e thisÓ,  ÒGod 
prom ised m e thatÓ and everyone wait s for  God t o fulfill t heir personal prom ises.  But  
what  about  the 2000 years of prom ises given t o I srael and the Fathers that  are now 
ours in Chr ist ? 
 
Now I  know that  God com m unicates with people at  t im es like He did w ith Paul saying 
things like Òyou will surely t est ify  for m e in Rom eÓ.  I  know that .   WeÕre a church that  
believes in such th ings.   But  what  I  take obj ect ion to is Christ ians tak ing prom ises 
m ade t o the Son, fu lfil led by the Son,  m ade realit y in the Son,  and applying them  to 
them selves apart  from  the Son,  as an independent  natural m an.   I  obj ect  t o that  
because as far as I  can see in the Scr ipture,  t he only th ing that  God prom ised the 
fallen adam ic m an was Òthou shalt  surely  dieÓ.   How about  t hat  for a personal 
prophet ic prom ise?   Yes, you either  die in t he Lam b, and then live in the lam b.  Or 
you die apart  from  the Lam b, and bear judgm ent  in yourself.    
 
IÕm  j ust  saying, again,  t hat  we want  a tailor-m ade salvat ion and inher itance that  
grants us the t hings t hat  our  heart s crave t he m ost .  To th is, Jesus would say Òwhere 
your t reasure is,  t here your heart  is alsoÓ.    
 



I f  our  inheritance and t reasure is in the ear th,  our  heart  is f ixed t here also.   And we 
will only ever  envision t his inher itance to be a better version of what we already 
love.   A bet t er  version of what  weÕve already com e to know as t reasure.  The best  of 
the old,  rather  than the new.   The best  of t he dead, rather  than the liv ing.   The best  
of the natural,  t he m aterial,  the t em poral,  rather than Òthe glory to be revealed in 
us.Ó   
 
And friends,  I  am  not  sim ply talking about  fast  cars, nice hom es,  and a 401K.   A lot  
of religious people th ink of t hose t hings as vanit y, and yet  never really  elevate the 
inheritance, the t reasure,  out  of the realm  of the natural world.   They sim ply  seek 
their t reasure in other  natural th ings that  they t hink are m ore spirit ual.   Are you 
follow ing m e?  They donÕt  want  a fast  car,  t hey j ust  want  an exploding m inist ry , 
abundant  provision,  per fect  divine health,  a m ansion in heaven,  a k ingdom  business, 
and an anointed plat form .   Fr iends, I  am  not  denying that  God doesnÕt  do som e of 
these t hings.   But  I  am  point ing out  that  even though these th ings are deem ed 
ÒspiritualÓ,  they can be just  as m uch t he lust s of a m anÕs heart  for a natural 
inheritance.  Som e THING that  God w ill g ive t o t hem  or  do for them  or  with t hem .  
Rather  t han count ing all dung that  was gain t o m e,  hat ing even our  own life, and 
being found in Him .    
 
And that  is where we w ill begin to locate t he realit y  of inheritance.  I t  is f irst  of all 
spiritual and eternal,  not  m aterial and carnal.   Our second quest ion was,  Òto whom  
does the inher itance belongÓ.    The answer is,  of course,  Chr ist .   I t  is h is by 
bir thright ,  and it  is yours by par t icipat ion in Him .   I t  is His as t he heir, it  is yours as 
a Òjoint -heirÓ (Eph.  3: 6) ,  i.e.  one who has been joined t o the one Heir.    
 
1 Cor inthians 6: 17 Òthe one who has joined Him self to the Lord has becom e one 
spirit  w it h Him Ó.   
 
IÕd like to say quit e a bit  about  this,  although weÕre running out  of t im e.   WeÕll just  
go as far as we can t oday and pick it  up next  week.   
 
I f  youÕll rem em ber when we looked at  the words ÒblessingÓ,  and Òredem pt ionÓ in th is 
study in Ephesians,  I  m ent ioned that  you donÕt  j ust  get  t o decide what  these words 
are referring to.   You have t o understand what  weÕve been given in Chr ist  in t he light  
of what  was prom ised.   The prom ised ÒblessingsÓ referred t o in verse 3 happens t o 
go all the way back t o Abraham .  The Òredem pt ionÓ m ent ioned in verse 4 happens t o 
have thousands of years of h istory point ing to it  and show ing the understanding of it .    
I t  is the sam e w it h the word Òinher itanceÓ.    
 
Just  as weÕve said that  you canÕt  m ake up what  the inheritance is, you also cannot  
m ake up who t he inheritance belongs to.   The inheritance belongs to Chr ist .  I  realize 
that  t his verse says that  we have obtained it .   But  it  first  says that  it  is Òin Him Ó we 
have obtained it .   The inheritance belongs to Christ  as GodÕs f irstborn.    
 
Now when the Bible refers to Chr ist  as t he ÒFirstbornÓ, it  has nothing to do with a 
t im e where Jesus was bir thed by God.   I ts not  like God had Jesus,  and Jesus has a 
whole bunch of other  god- like brothers and sist ers.  No, thatÕs Morm onism .   And its 
not  a reference to Jesus being the f irst  thing God created.    No, thatÕs JehovahÕs 
Witness.  Do you see what  happens when the natural m ind t ries to int erpret  
Scripture w it hout  reference to t he test im ony.   
 



The firstborn is a reference to the one who receives the inheritance.  The 
firstborn is t he heir .  I f  we know the Old Testam ent , then we know that  the r ight  of 
firstborn was the r ight  to everything the Father  had and everything t he Father  could 
give to a son.   Christ is not the firstborn in that He was God’s first kid.  Christ 
is the firstborn in that He is the eternal One who was “made a little lower 
than the angels for the suffering of death”, so that the Father could bring 
Him forth out of the womb of death to receive an inheritance that was 
predestined and promised since before the creation of the world.  
 
So alt hough Chr ist  was, in fact , the f irstborn of t he v irgin MaryÉ that  is not  what  th is 
word ÒfirstbornÓ refers to.   Christ  is the one who broke open t he wom b of death,  and 
brought  a body with Him  into t he light  of t he new day.  Christ  is, as Scripture says,  
the firstborn from among the dead.   He is the firstborn of m any brethren Ð t hat  is 
those who share His one resurrected life.    He is the firstborn of a new kind, a new 
seed,  a new m an Ð the body of Christ .  The m any who share His life.   But  the 
inheritance belongs to Him  because He is GodÕs firstborn from  am ong the dead.   
 
Now you could go to innum erable Old Testam ent  Scriptures to dem onst rate this.   
The f irstborn got  all that  the Father had prom ised.  I n Psalm  89, God says to David 
ÒI  w ill m ake you m y f irstborn,  h igher than the kings of the ear thÓ (which 
prophet ically  speaks of Chr ist ) .  Well,  we all know that  David was t he 8th son of 
Jessie.  How could he be f irstborn?   Firstborn is the heir of t he Father .   
 
Rem em ber t he story  of Jacob and Esau.   First  Esau disregarded his bir thright  and 
sold it  to Jacob for  a cup of st ew.   And then, since Jacob had the bir thright ,  He 
received the inheritance from  I saac.   He received the blessings.   He received t he 
reign over His brethren.  I t s all r ight  there in that  story.    
 
My point  is sim ply  th is, and weÕll have to stop here.  Jesus is t he firstborn from  
am ong t he dead.   He broke open the wom b of death, and m ade,  in Him self,  the way 
out  from  am ong the dead.  He was t he eternal Word,  one w ith t he Father, but  
becam e a m an.   Why?  To t each people how to be nice?  No.   To stop war in the 
m iddle east?  No.    So that  through death He would break open the wom b of death, 
as a head opens the wom b for  a body.   He was t he f irstborn from  am ong the dead.  
He was the f irstborn in t he resurrect ion.  And, just  as in every single type and 
shadow of the Old Covenant ,  the f irstborn received an inher itance from  His Father.   
The Firstborn was given all that  the Father  had prom ised His Son.   The inheritance 
belongs to the f irstborn.     
 
WeÕll pick up next week by looking at exactly what that inheritance was, and how we are 
made partakers of it.   
 


