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The Inheritance pt. 2

For those of you who weren't here last week, we started looking at Ephesians 1:11 -
specifically dealing with the nature and reality of the inheritance. We're going to
continue with that today, staying in Ephesians 1:11. Lets just read it again.

Eph 1:11 In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined
according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel
of His will,

In Him we have obtained an inheritance. Now last week I posed 4 questions having
to do with this inheritance. And we got through the first two of them. TI’ll briefly
review before moving on.

Here are the four questions:
1. What is the nature and character of the inheritance
2. To Whom does the inheritance belong
3. What, specifically, is the inheritance
4. How is it ours. How is it experienced by us.

So last week we spent some time talking about how the inheritance is not natural,
material, corruptible, or temporal. It is, in fact, spiritual and eternal. I don't have
time to explain all that we went into last week about that. Let me just say this. The
inheritance that we come to in Christ is something that God has planned,
predestined, and finished in the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. It is
everything that you gain through gaining Christ. It is Christ, and therefore it is
spiritual and eternal. It is Christ, and therefore it is fixed by the Father and finished
in the resurrection.

But until we allow the Lord to release our grip on imaginations, then you and I will
read a verse that speaks of our “inheritance” and it will be in our hearts nothing
more than a greater version of something that we already love. It will be our
concept of what we would like to receive from the Lord. It will have self at its
center, and it will be wrong. Not just a wrong understanding or theology, but just
wrong. Not true. Something that stands in the way of the truth.

We then we went into discussing the question of who the inheritance belongs to.

And I said that the inheritance belongs to Christ, the Firstborn from among the dead.
Just as we cannot allow our vain imagination to make up the nature and reality of
the inheritance, so too, we cannot allow our imagination to make up the recipient of
the inheritance.

So Christ is the heir. He is the Firstborn who gets the Father’s inheritance. I spoke
briefly on the word or title “firstborn” and how it has nothing to do with God having
baby gods, or Jesus being the first thing that God created. Not only is that ridiculous
from a theological standpoint, absurd from an intellectual standpoint, but it is



entirely contrary to the two thousand years of testimony that we have in our Old
Testaments.

Firstborn is a title given to the literal firstborn of a father, that speaks specifically
with reference to them being the heir of an inheritance. And yet there are instances
in Scripture where another child of the father born gets the birthright and becomes
the “firstborn”, that is the heir of everything the Father has promised - as is the case
with Jacob. Either way, the firstborn is the title of the one who receives the
inheritance. The firstborn is the heir.

In Scripture, the firstborn is a reference to one who receives the inheritance. So God
could say of David, speaking of course of Christ to come

Psa 89:26 He shall cry to Me, 'You my Father, My God, and the rock of my
salvation.' 27 Also I will make him firstborn, The highest of the kings of the
earth. 28 My mercy I will keep for him forever, And My covenant shall stand firm
with him. 29 His seed also I will make forever, And his throne as the
days of heaven.

What a powerful prophecy of the then coming Christ — the One the Father would
make His firstborn. Well, we can see here that, in its historical context, it spoke of
David, to whom God gave a kingdom and a reign. David was obviously not the
firstborn son of His father Jessie. He was, in fact, the eighth. But this clearly
speaks of Christ who's Father brings Him out of the womb of death unto the title
“Firstborn — The Highest of the Kings of the Earth”. And then goes on to speak of
the everlasting covenant established with Him and with His seed forever. Go on to
read that in your own time, it’s a fabulous Scripture.

My point here is simply to show that the title “Firstborn” refers specifically in
Scripture to the one who opens the womb and inherits all that the Father has. Christ
became the firstborn not because He was the uncreated Word of God. Not because
He was the first child of Mary. But because in the resurrection, as the resurrection,
He broke open the womb of death and was crowned with the inheritance of God.

So its important to see first of all that the inheritance is His as the firstborn. But its
also important to understand the womb out from which He came. Again, it wasn't
when he came into the world as the Nazarene that God granted Him a kingdom, a
priesthood, a bride, a corporate resurrected body, a harvest. It wasn't in the stable
in Bethlehem where Jesus said “all authority has been given to me in heaven and in
earth”. It wasn’t in the virgin birth where God said “you are a priest forever
according to the order or Melchizedek”. All of these things were granted to Christ
when He opened the womb of death and became the firstborn from among the dead.

He came to His own, His own received Him not. Nevertheless He took on Himself
their sin, their shame, their nature, their very kind. He became the last Adam that
He might become the second Man. He brought it all into the judgment of God at the
cross, and left it among the dead. He left the dead among the dead. Like a seed in
the ground, when the husk falls off and remains in the soil. He left the dead among
the dead. Always having been dead, but now punished. Always dead in trespasses
and sins, but now with a door out. And having brought justification, death could not
hold Him. So, having obtained eternal justification, He, the life of the Seed, came
forth out of that womb. He came out from that husk, broke open the soil, came out



from the womb, out from among the dead. And upon opening that womb, He was
granted an inheritance.

This is the womb of which the Psalms, Proverbs, and the Prophets..

Pro 30:16 The grave, The barren womb, The earth that is not satisfied with
water— And the fire never says, "Enough!"

Yes the grave, the barren womb. Pictured here as a hungry bottomless pit. Pictured
as a fire that the death of men could not quench, until the water of life put it out.

This is the womb out from which Johah came forth after three days and three nights
in the belly of a whale.

This is the womb that Isaiah the prophet speaks of often, as in this verse where
Christ is being spoken of.

Isa 49:5 "And now the LORD says, Who formed Me from the womb to be His
Servant, [this is what God did in the womb of death, not the womb of Mary] To
bring Jacob back to Him, So that Israel is gathered to Him (For I shall be glorious
in the eyes of the LORD, And My God shall be My strength), 49:6 Indeed He
says, 'It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant To raise up the tribes
of Jacob, And to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also give You as a
light to the Gentiles, That You should be My salvation to the ends of the earth.' "

Isa 66:8 Who has heard such a thing? Who has seen such things? Shall the earth
be made to give birth in one day? Or shall a nation be born at once? For as soon
as Zion was in labor, She gave birth to her children. 66:9 Shall I bring to the
time of birth, and not cause delivery?" says the LORD. "Shall I who cause
delivery shut up the womb?" says your God.

Here we have that womb giving birth to a nation, a people, a body, a company in
one day. Christ the head, but many who are now partakers of resurrection life. A
nation born in the day of resurrection.

This is the womb that Pslam 110, quoted multiple times in the New Testament,
speaks of with reference to giving birth to sons of the resurrection in the day of
resurrection.

Psa 110:3 Your people shall be volunteers In the day of Your power; In the
beauties of holiness, from the womb of the morning, You have the dew of
Your youth.

And this is the womb that Paul speaks of in Galatians chapter 1 where He says *

Gal 1:15-16 But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's
womb and called me through His grace, (16) to reveal His Son in me, that I
might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer with flesh
and blood,

The womb of death, the womb of the first covenant, the first creation, the first man
- all summed up in Old Covenant Israel.



Jesus tells Nicodemus “you will never see the kingdom of God unless you are born
again”. Nicodemus says "I am too big to crawl back into my mothers womb”. Jesus
says, “no, that’s not the womb you need to pass through. You need to pass through
the womb that I will open. You need to pass through the womb of death unto the
Resurrection and the Life.”

I'm quoting all of these Scriptures, as I always do, to show you that we have a very
specific plan, a very specific womb, a very specific firstborn, and a very specific
inheritance. And if we had a lot of time, and I didn’t’ think it would put you to sleep,
we could go back and look at all of the Old Covenant Scriptures that deal with the
firstborn receiving the inheritance from the Father. But hopefully many of you are
familiar with some of those stories.

Alright, our third question. What is it that Jesus inherited in the resurrection. Now
this question might immediately bump up against our carnal mind. One might ask,
what could Jesus ever inherit that He didn’t already have? How could you even call it
an inheritance? Wasn't He just going back to the Father, going back to the heavens,
going back to all that He had before? My answer to that question is NO, not really.
Not like it was before.

Jesus inherited quite a lot in His resurrection that He did not formerly have. In fact,
though He has always been God, though He has always been the Eternal Word, it is
through the resurrection, through being firstborn from among the dead, that He
receives a kingdom, a priesthood, a bride, a city, a body, a dwelling place, a spiritual
family, glory, dominion, and far far more. And all of this is His inheritance - planned
by the Father, given to the Firstborn from among the dead.

You have to stop and open your heart up to hearing this for a minute. God was God
from all eternity. Trinity in unity, unity in Trinity, and all of that. I'm not starting
any new weird doctrines here. However, everything that Christ inherited, He
inherited it in the resurrection from the dead because that is where we were joined
to Him. That is where we, in relation to Him, become His inheritance through
becoming His increase, His body, His wife, His kingdom, His priesthood, His city, His
temple.

Lets break that down a little. To help make this more plain, lets start with an
obvious example. Did Christ have a bride (or wife) prior to the resurrection from the
dead? I'm not talking about a natural, person like Mary Magdalene and all of that
ludicrous Da Vince Code silliness. I'm talking about an eternal spiritual companion of
the same kind, that came out from His life, that becomes His glory and the increase
of His Seed. I'm talking about one in which He lives in union, bone of bone, flesh of
flesh. I'm talking about a spiritual reality, not a first century brunette. Did Christ
have a wife, a bride, prior to the resurrection? Could he have had any such thing
while he was still in the flesh? Of course not. No, He was joined to His bride in His
resurrection.

Even that is shown in the Old Testament. Even that is shown in the testimony.
Could Adam find a suitable partner in anything of the natural creation? Tree
wouldn’t work, chicken couldn’t talk, the Bigfoot was kindof cute, but just a bit too
hairy. Come on, what happened? God put Him to sleep and brought out from
Himself the one that was His companion. He was joined to her, bone of bone, flesh
of flesh, when he arose from that deep sleep.



So, my question. Did Jesus have a bride prior to the resurrection? No. He did not.
He could not. A bride was part of this inheritance. Or you could say, the concept of
bride is one view of His inheritance in the saints. Because its not like He has a bunch
of different inheritances. He has one inheritance that takes a bunch of different
types, shadows, and figures in order to display its fullness.

Now, I don't suspect anyone would argue with the fact that He did not have this
bride before He became the firstborn from among the dead. But what about a
priesthood? Again, the answer is no. But I thought Scripture says “he is a priest
forever according to the order of Melchizedek”. Yes, but that is in relation to us in
the resurrection. Again, just think about it. You can understand this with the
natural mind. You won't experience it, but you can at least understand it.

What was the high priest in the testimony? Was he not the one who “prepared the
way” for Israel in the presence of God through the blood? Was He not the one who
brought God and man together in one dwelling place? Was he not the one who stood
as the intercessor (that doesn’t mean the guy who prayed), and brought a people in
his bosom into the Father’s house? Yes. That is what the high priest is. But you
take away Israel, then you have no need for a high priest.

What am I saying? I'm saying that Christ inherited a priesthood in the resurrection.
Not the earthly shadow and copy of it in the natural. Not the levitical priesthood of
Aaron. No, but the actual reality of bringing a people into the presence of God by
preparing a way in His blood. The actual intercessor or mediator that brings a
people into the Father’s house. The one in whom God and man dwell. The Holy
Habitation. Do you see, this is part of the resurrection. Not something He had prior
to it.

What about a kingdom. Now this might be confusing at first glace, but think about
it. Was the old creation truly ever described by God as His kingdom? Doesn’t Satan
say that it is, in fact, his kingdom? (Luke 4:5-6) Doesn’t Paul say the same thing in
2" Corinthains 4. Doesn’t John say in 1 John 5 that all the world lies in the power of
the evil one. Doesn’t even Jesus call Satan the prince of the world? God had a type
and shadow of His spiritual kingdom in and through the reigns of David and Solomon
(and we won’t go into that right now) but He never truly had anything that was a
genuine expression of His rule and reign.

When did he get that? At the resurrection when His throne was set up as spiritual,
eternal, in you. Itisin you where He is establishing His throne. The kingdom of God
is within you. It is within your very soul that He is taking thoughts captive, and
casting down everything that has risen up against the true knowledge of God. Itis
in your heart where He is “putting down disobedience”, and establishing His
dominion. (I'm just quoting from the New Testament here). Do you see? The
kingdom is spiritual, established in a people who are born into it, and manifested in
the earth. But the kingdom is not of the earth. You're not going to point and say
“look, here it is, look there it goes”.

Luk 17:20 Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God
would come, He answered them and said, "The kingdom of God does not come
with observation; Luk 17:21 nor will they say, 'See here!' or 'See there!' For
indeed, the kingdom of God is within you."



It is within you. Its not a natural reign on earth. That's what the Jews were looking
for. That is what so many Christians are looking for. Its not a rebuilt natural
temple. Paul tells you that you are that temple. Its not a natural mountain,
Hebrews tells you that you have come to Mt. Zion. Its not a natural city, Peter tells
you that you are that city. Stop looking outside of yourself for something that God
has already made you into through joining you to His Son.

My point - Jesus received a kingdom when He received a people in whom He could
establish a kingdom. That, my friends, happened in the resurrection. Though you
could, in a sense, say that He was king over all things prior to the resurrection, in
that He had power over them, He did not have, in the old creation, a true
representation of His rule. That awaited the new creation in Christ. And that is, of
course, what the testimony prophesies.

Isn’t that what Daniel said was coming during the Roman Empire? Yes, Daniel
prophesies four kingdoms. First Babylonian. Second Medo-Persian. Third Greek.
Fourth Roman. And guess what? He was dead on. And during the fourth kingdom
there would come the everlasting kingdom. One, he says is "made without hands”.
Go read it. This kingdom made without hands would render useless and void the
kingdoms of the earth. They would, in fact, be smashed to nothing by the cross.
And the one set up in spirit and truth would have no end to its increase. I'm not
making this up. Its too perfect for me to make up.

So the kingdom that was given to the Son by the Father, the very Kingdom that
Jesus spoke of in the gospels, became a reality in the resurrection.

What about a city? Same thing. A city that He is the light of, and in which we are
the living stones. Peter says that has come in Christ. Paul tells us in Ephesians that
we are being built together as living stones into His sanctuary. What about a
dwelling place. Well, I just answered that. He could dwell among Old Covenant
Israel in types and shadows of clouds and fire, but never in them. He could dwell
among them when they walked in covenant, but He never lived in them. He never
had his resting place in Old Covenant Israel.

Even when Solomon built the temple he declared that God wouldn’t really have that
as His eternal habitation. In that covenant nobody could see His face and live. But
in this covenant, we who have died, can see all things summed up in the face of
Jesus Christ. We have become the dwelling place promised. The dwelling place
prophesied.

Isa 66:1-2 Thus says the LORD: "Heaven /s My throne, And earth /s My
footstool. Where /s the house that you will build Me? And where /s the place of
My rest? (2) For all those My hand has made, And all those

exist," Says the LORD. "But on this will T look: On poor and of
a contrite spirit, And who trembles at My word.

What about a body? He had a natural body as a Nazarene. But only in the
resurrection did He receive a corporate, multi-membered body that shared His life.
He had an earthen body, but He had that for one purpose alone - to die, and to
bring into that death all that had fallen short of the glory of God. That is explicitly
stated in so many Scriptures that I can’t begin to quote them all.



Heb 2:9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for
the suffering of death

Heb 2:14 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood,
He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might
destroy him who had the power of death

Joh 12:24 Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the
ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain.

What about a spiritual family — those who share His very life. Not a bunch of blood
brothers. Not a bunch of converts. But those who share one Spirit. Those who have
been baptized into one Spirit. Once again, that was part of the inheritance in the
resurrection. That was given to the firstborn from among the dead. The firstborn
among many brethren. And Jesus calls His disciples “brethren” for the first time
when he comes out of the grave.

What about glory? Well we know from John 17 that Jesus had glory with the Father
before the world was created. But now, in the resurrection, as the Firstborn, He has
inherited glory in the saints, glory in the church, glory in His house, glory in His
kingdom, etc. Again, the scripture references here are too numerable to list.

Hopefully I've made my point. My point is that the inheritance spoken of here in
Ephesians 1:11 is spiritual and eternal, it belongs to Christ, and it entails all of the
realities that we have just mentioned. A kingdom, a priesthood, a wife, a city, a
dwelling place, a greater glory, a body, and more. It was given to Christ as the
firstborn from among the dead.

Now our last question, and I'll make this brief. In what sense then, is this
inheritance ours? How do we experience it or come to know it? Simply put, it is
ours because in every one of these realities of His inheritance we are what Scripture
calls “partakers of the promise” in Him. Remember our Scripture, “in Him we have
obtained an inheritance”. We are “joint-heirs” with Christ. We are joined in Spirit to
the one who is the heir. We are joined to the one who inherits all that the Father
has promised by a union of life. More than that, we are the very vessel or body or
company through which all of this inheritance has its reality and expression.

We are the living stones of His city. We are the eternal companion that shares His
life. We are the expression of His reign, and thus the increase of His glory and
expression. We are the ones who have come by way of the High Priest into the
Father’s house and dwell together with God in Christ. We are the family who share
one Spirit. We are the body attached to the Head.

Apart from Him we are none of these things. But in Him, as those in whom He
dwells, as those who live in Him, we have this inheritance. And, even more mind-
blowing than that, we have been made His inheritance.

Our inheritance is quite simply being joined to Him who has received the inheritance.
And His inheritance is in and through us to whom He has been joined. The increase
of Christ.

Eph 1:17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to
you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 18 the eyes of



your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of
His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,

Its like you are dirt that has always wanted to produce fruit. You simply cannot.
You cannot produce anything of yourself. You do not have, in yourself, what it
takes. The Father comes and plants in you the incorruptible Seed. And His increase
in you becomes everything you’ve ever longed for. And you become the vehicle, the
vessel, the ground through which God receives His inheritance in the saints. His
inheritance and your inheritance are two sides of the same coin - they are both the
increase of Christ through the resurrection from among the dead. They are both the
promise given to the Firstborn. His as the firstborn. Yours as partakers of Him. “In
Him, you have obtained the inheritance”.



