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Ephesians 1:12 b 1:14
The Spirit Revealing Our Inheritance and Redemption

We®e going to continue on with our study in the book of Ephesians today after three
weeks of looking at Hebrews chapter 9 and the appearings of the Lord mentioned
there. We®e made it through Ephesians 1: 11 and 1@ like to look at Ephesians 1:12-
14 today.

I@n going to take these three verses together. | will break them down a bit as we
get going, but I@ like to deal with them as a whole. So lets begin by just reading
them.

Eph 1:12 that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the praise of His glory.
13 In Him you also after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of
promise, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance into/in (NOT the word
QuntilQ the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.

It is my opinion that these three verses are some of the most misunderstood verses
in this letter to the Ephesians. And they are not hard to misunderstand. In fact, it is
inevitable that you and | WILL misunderstand them unless we have some
comprehension of the finished work of the cross.

As always, until you begin to see by the Spirit@ working in your heart the reality of
God@ finished work in Christ through death, burial, and resurrection, you cannot
understand the Scriptures that speak of this reality. You could say it this way, the
Bible is a closed book to the natural mind. Not only will you and | fail to understand
spiritual things apart from the teaching of the Spirit of Truth, we will do worse than
that. We will imagine and then teach things to be true that are in the way of the
truth.

I know that | say things like this constantly, but | also face the problem of this
constantly. | also this problem working in me and in so many who | speak with on a
daily basis. This is the biggest and most common obstacle that | know b the natural
mind trying to understand spiritual things. So, if you don® need to hear it (yeah,
right) just bear with me.

Imagine for a moment that you wanted to learn calculus. | know that® a stretch.
But just for the sake of this analogy, imagine that you have always longed to learn
calculus. And there® a problem. The only person in town that knows calculus and
can teach calculus is Japanese. You don® speak Japanese, but you still want to learn
calculus. Well, you look around town until you finally find somebody that speaks
both Japanese and English. Well, now things are looking up. But then you find out
that your translator, though he is sufficiently bilingual, only ever learned basic
addition and subtraction in school.



SoEits not long before you figure out that you have a problem. What® the problem?
Well, even though this guy speaks fluent Japanese and fluent English, everything the
Japanese calculus teacher says is going into and through a mind that only knows
basic addition and subtraction. The calculus is going through a basic-math filter
before it is translated into English. The Japanese calculus teacher is going into great
depth with great understanding conveying to the translator what to tell you. And yet
the translator has to first understand something before he tries to translate it. IN
other words, the understanding of the translator becomes what is ultimately
translated. In other words, you are hearing the translators versionOof what the
calculus teacher is trying to teach you, and that version can only go as far as what
the translator himself understands. With the translator@ understanding of
mathematics, it is doubtful indeed that what you®e hearing is anything close to what
the teacher is comprehending and describing.

Why did | just tell that story? Because Paul the Apostle was like that calculus
teacher. He has an incredible amount of Spirit-given understanding, revelation of
Spiritual reality. Somebody could easily speak his language without sharing His
comprehension. Somebody could learn Koine Greek fluently, but would still only be
able to translate his words according to their own comprehension. That is a problem
both in translation and in simply reading your Bible. And in all reality, even if Paul
had written the New Testament in 21 century American English, you still couldn®
know what he® saying simply by reading his words. You know what he@® saying
when his understanding is working in your soul by the same Spirit who gave him his
understanding.

1Co 2:12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is
from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by
God. 13 These things we also speak, not in words which man's wisdom teaches
but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 14
But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishness to him; nor can he know because they are spiritually discerned.

| told that calculus story because what we have here in Ephesians chapter 1 verses
12 b 14 is something that is a spiritual reality, and must be spiritually discerned.
Well, all Scripture is like that. But particularly here, it is amazing to me what the
natural mind can do in the absence of spiritual understanding.

Like what? Well, for instance the word QuntilOin verse 14 is the Greek word eis.
(pronounced ace) This word appears 829 times in the New Testament. It is one of
the most common prepositions in the Bible. It is a word that means OntoQ and is
translated as into in the vast majority of passages. Sometimes it is translated GnOor
GamongQ and occasionally is translated GowardOwhen having to do with a direction
or goal. It NEVER means QuntilOwith relation to time. Like, Quntil next WednesdayQ
Only one time is this word translated (mistranslated) QuntilOin the New Testament,
and it is right here in Ephesians 1:14.

Why would a translator change the meaning of an extremely common Greek word
and altar the meaning of a passage? For the same reason that a Japanese speaking
calculus translator would change the meaning of a difficult equation that he doesn®
understand. It must first make sense to us before we translate. And again,
language translation isn® the primary obstacle. The primary obstacle is your built in
translator and filter B the carnal mind. It will see what it wants to see, what it@
familiar with, what it already thinks it understands, until Christ appears.



Ok, what are these three verses speaking of. Well, verse 12 is just a brief segue into
his main point here. He mentions that we, the Jews, were the first to trust in Christ.
And then you, the Gentiles, the Ephesians, also after hearing the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation, believedQ First to the Jew, then to the Gentile. First Christ
came to His own, to those who had the promises, the covenants, the prophets, the
patriarchs. First He came to those who carried the testimony, who WERE the
testimony, for so many years and He offered them the reality. He offered Himself
first to Old Covenant Israel as the fulfilment of all that was written, promised, and
prophesied. And the believing Jews were the first to become the living praise of His

glory.

But now to all the nations this same Christ is given as the salvation to all who hear
the word of truth and believe. |@ love to spend some time on what it means to hear
the word of truth. 1@ only mention that this is not the hearing of words with the
ears, but, as Galatians chapter three and Romans chapter 10 describe, this is Qhe
hearing of faithQ This is the hearing that Jesus was interested in when He said Qet
he who has ears, hearQ This is the hearing, the knowing, the comprehending that
is given TO you by the Spirit of God if there is room in your heart. 1@ leave that
alone because | want to focus on what comes next.

I@ like to spend our time today on verses 13 and 14 which read Qyou were sealed
with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the guarantee of our inheritance into the
redemption of the purchased passion, to the praise of His gloryQ At first glance this
verse might stand out as something of an enigma. If you® remember some of the
verses that we@e already covered, Paul has already told us in verse 7 On Him we
HAVE redemption through His bloodQ Past tense. And He has already told us in
verse 11 On Him also we HAVE obtained an inheritanceQ So nowEwhat in the world
does it mean that the Spirit of God is the guarantee of this inheritance into the
redemption of the purchased possession? Are not these two terms things that Paul
has just told us are ours now in Christ?

This misunderstanding is the grounds for both the mistranslating of this verse and
several like it, and the grounds for so much confusion about the purpose, work, and
ministry of the Holy Spirit. It is also the grounds for why we so often put off into a
what is now a reality in Christ. Why we change words like OntoQinto words like
QuntilQ In order for us to understand these verses, we need to understand what it is
that the Spirit of God is doing in you and |I.

| sat down this week and looked at what many Bible commentators said with
reference to these Scriptures. | read one after another after another. And | simply
could not agree with it. | wasn®trying to be contentious, and | wasn® trying to be
right. | was trying to see the truth. The Lord knows my heart, | wasn®trying to be
a &know-it-allQ | was simply trying to see how these verses fit in with everything
else fulfilled in the New Covenant, and testified of in the Old. | was trying to see
more than theology, | was trying to see reality.

And so | kept looking up these verses in commentaries. And, for the most part,
nearly all of them, in one way or another, said that what we have now on earth is a
taste, a piece, a touch of the inheritance, the redemption, but that the reality and
experience of it awaits the leaving of our bodies. And so they said that the
redemption and inheritance that we are said to have in verses 7 and 11 are just
tastes of the reality that we will know when we go to heaven. There, in that



geographic location called heaven, then we will really experience what is now only
positionally ours.

And | look at those comments on the Scripture and | have so many problems with
them that lose count. 1@ no smarty-pants. I@ a babe in Christ. And yet such
comments seem to me to be in such blatant contradiction and utter disregard for not
only the rest of this very Epistle, but the entire New Covenant in Christ. Listen, | do
not deny that with the passing of the body there will pass the problems of the
bodyEbaldness, gingivitis, and fleshly temptations. But | insist that this is not the
reality of our inheritance, nor the beginning of true salvation glory.

First of all, Paul tells us in the very next chapter that we are already made alive with
Christ, raised with Him, seated with Him in the heavens in Christ. Is that a future
experience that awaits the death of the body, or is that a present reality that is
entered into upon baptism into Christ@ death? Is this a legal position, or is this a
finished spiritual work? My Lord, the New Testament leaves you no choice but the
latter.

Second of all, do you really see Paul preaching a gospel that says Cbut future in
heavenQ Or do you see Him constantly proclaiming Gbut now in Christ® Which one
is it? If you want to know the truth, its actually (ut now in Christ in heavenQ
because heaven isn® a place your body goes when you die, but the realm where
your soul lives eternally in Christ. And Paul will tell you in this very epistle, and every
other, that your soul is there right now. And yes, that continues eternally after the
death of the body. But it does not begin with the death of the body. It begins with
your baptism into His death.

Third, do we really think that the Spirit of God is a piece, a slice, a Qlown-paymentO
as some translations say, of salvation? Come on, did you receive a portion of
salvation? Did you get a chunk of new life? Did you get a sliver, a section of the
inheritance to hold you over until you die. Does that make sense to you? Hopefully
not. It certainly has NOTHING to do with what the rest of this Epistle is about.

But not only is that what we believe, that is how we act. QVell Lord, 1@ not perfect,
I@n just forgiven.O Have you seen those bumper stickers? GGod hasn® given me
much in this earthen vessel, but at least he pardoned my screw-ups.O My God what
about all of countless Scriptures that speak of the fact that we are the actual temple
of the living God, the living habitation of His glory, the vessel that contains the
fullness of the treasure, the very term the (Body of ChristQ What about Paul saying
that you are dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. What about rivers of living
water flowing out of the inner man. What about Gor me to live is ChristQ What
about QOts not | who live, but Christ who lives in meQ |Is this a sliver of Jesus? Is
this a slice of salvation? Did God divide up His Son and give you enough to get you
through the week?

Come on, friends. That may be how you feel, but is that anything close to what God
has said? Are we building our theology from our current experience? Are we
creating our understanding of salvation based upon ourselves? Are we looking to
ourselves to see what is true of Him. Or, for heavens sake, have we learned that we
have to look to Him to see what is true of us.

Here is why we push everything of salvation into the future. Here is why we both
mistranslate and misunderstand spiritual words. And what | found in so many



commentaries is this idea, this concept that though we could taste it now, we had to
leave the world to know the reality, the glory, the relationship, the oneness.

And yet my mind, as | read these types of words, kept going back to JesusCprayer in
John 17. A prayer that states the exact opposite of this mentality. Christian religion
says Qake me out of the world that | can experience the truthQ Jesus prays to His
Father in John 17:15-17 CFather, | do not ask you to take them out of the world. |
ask this B that you would sanctify them in the Truth. Your Word is truthQ

And then a little further down in John 17:22 CFather, the glory which you gave Me |
have given them that they may be one just as we are one. | in them, you in Me;
that they may be made perfect in one.O

Religion says Qake me out of the world so that we can be oneQ Jesus says (Father
show them by the Spirit that they are one in usQ Religion says Qyet me out of this
place so that | can know gloryQ Jesus says O have given them the glory that | had
with you before the world wasQ Religion says Qake me out of the world that | can
be set apart in the truth of heavenly reality.O Jesus says (Father | do not ask that
you take them out of the world but only that you set them apart, sanctify them,
cause them to know by the Spirit, the truth that | am in You, they are in Me, and |
am in themQ

What a total contradiction! What a complete denial of Christ@ words. And Paul said
even more in this regard than the Lord Jesus. Religion says O cantOwait for my body
to die so | can go to glory landQ Paul says Ol®e been crucified with Christ,
nevertheless | live, yet not | but ChristO Religion says GGod come down and get me
out of this worldQ Paul says Orhrough the cross | am crucified to the world, and the
world is crucified to me.O Religion says O must put off this mortal bodyQ Paul says
in 2" Corinthians 5 O don® need to put off the mortal body, but to be further
swallowed up in life.O Religion says GGod, | can® wait until you finish your workQ
Paul says Orhe Spirit of God was given so that He might show you things that are
finishedO Religion says Q@ hoping for an afterlifeQ Paul says GFor me to live is
Christ. | abide eternally in the one who is the resurrection and the life.O

Friends, how long will the church put off into some time, some date, some event the
reality that is now in Christ only because we have not allowed the Spirit of God to
make the truth as it is in Christ become the truth as it is in our soul?

Getting back to our Scripture. What we have here is the very same thing that we
have all over the New Testament. More than that, what we have here is the very
thing that we have foreshadowed in all of the Old Testament. What is that?

We have a finished work of God in Christ. Just look at Ephesians chapter 1 alone.
Verse 3 Bin Him we have been blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavens
in Christ. Verse 5 - In Him we have the adoption, the son-placement that has been
promised. Verse 7 B In Him we have the redemption. Verse 9 bin Him we have the
mystery revealed and made known. Verse 10 Bin Him we have come to the
administration of the fullness of time where all things have been gathered up,
summed up in Him. Verse 11 B In Him we also have obtained the inheritance. All
of this we have looked at in some detail. | mention it now again only to show that
here we have a finished work.



But what must happen for that finished work to become a reality, an experience, a
possession of your soul? Its one thing to be finished in Christ. Its another thing for
what is finished in Christ to be finished in your heart B the first having been put
away, the second having been established. Again, what we have here is what we
find all over the New Testament. We have first of all the finished work of the
cross. And second of all the work of the Spirit of God to make what God has
finished an actual experience and possession of your soul, and not just a
chapter in your doctrinal stance.

That is what Paul is talking about here. We, the purchased possession, have been
given a full inheritance. We are the redeemed of the Lord. The New Testament is
filled with statements like that. | won® take the time to quote them to you because
| think | did when we covered verses 7 and 11. In Him we have an inheritance. In
Him we are redeemed. And yet, the Spirit of promise has been given to you as the
guarantee, the certainty, that you can and will come to possess, know, realize, and
experience what He has given.

Everything that God has given to you by grace is accessed by faith. That is Romans
5:2 P by faith we have access into this grace in which we standQ Everything that
God has already done must be shown to you by the Spirit of God. That is John 14-
16, 1 Corinthians 2, Ephesians 4, Colossians 3, and innumerable other Scriptures.
Everything that is NOW in Christ MUST be possessed by you through faith, by the
renewing of the mind, by the revealing of Christ, by the mind of Christ working in
you. Thisis always the way of it. You will find that in every New Testament Epistle,
as well as in the words of Jesus in the Gospels.

So here, in Ephesians 1:13 you have Paul telling the church that those who have
heard the word of truth, the gospel of salvation, and have come to faith are sealed
with the very Spirit who will bring them into the fullness, the possession, the
experience, the reality of what the salvation that they have received. What have
they received? The inheritance. What is the Spirit doing? The Spirit is the
guarantee of the possession and experience of that inheritance.

Again, what have you received? The redemption that is in Christ. Verse 7. And yet
now the Spirit of promise is your certainty, your guarantee that you will know and
possess the fullness of the redemption of what is already His purchased possession.

Some translations use the word Qlown-paymentOwith reference to the Spirit there,
rather than guarantee. 1@ not crazy about that translation. It makes it sound,
again, like you got a little slice of heaven but you®e waiting for payday. (PledgeOis
better than Glown-paymentQ GGuaranteeOor (GrertaintyQOis better than (bledgeQ
Pledge is ok because the work of the Spirit in you is progressive, but certain because
it is based on a finished work. The Spirit of God cannot show you something that
you don® have. If you don® have it, He couldn® show it to you. Its because you do
have it, that He is the certainty of your knowing it and possessing it. So (bledgeO
makes sense in that context, but the word guarantee is better.

[Note for Greek students: | realize that the word translated QyuaranteeOhere
has its origins in the reality of a pledge or earnest for something purchased.
But the use of that word here does not imply a partial possession, but the
CERTAINTY or guarantee of what is purchased, and what is coming B which in
this case is the full possession and experience of redemption, inheritance]



But whatever word you like there, the reality is the same. Again, what is the reality?
The reality is that what God has finished in Christ and given to you is being
possessed by you as the Spirit teaches you the things that have been freely given.
The reality is that the Spirit of promise works in you the reality of this inheritance,
the reality of this redemption.

Those who have been redeemed, those who ARE the purchased possession, WILL
fully experience and possess that redemption by this work of the spirit. Those who
have received this inheritance (which the natural mind knows nothing of) WILL, by
the agency of the Spirit, gain an experience of that inheritance through sanctification
in the Truth.

Friends, we have to understand that this is nothing other than what Jesus said that
Spirit of God would do. Remember on His way to the cross, Jesus tells the disciples
that its better for Him to go away in that form and live in them in another. He says
that there is so much more that He wants to show them but they cannot bear it now.
He tells them that the Spirit of Truth is coming. And then He describes what the
Spirit will do.

¥ John 14:26 ~ (He will teach you all thingsO

¥ John 15:26 ~ Qhe Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify
of Me.O

¥ Joh 16:13 ~ (However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide
you into all truthO

¥ Joh 16:14 ~ (He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it
to you.O

In Christ you have obtained an inheritance D verse 11. Well, big deal! What is the
inheritance? Where is it? What does it mean? How do | know it? How do |
experience it? How do | walk in the good of it?. THAT is exactly why the Spirit of
Truth has been given. Remember several months ago, | said that it is not enough
for you to know you have salvation. You must know the salvation that you have.

Likewise, it is not enough for you to know that you have an inheritance. You must
know the inheritance that you have. It is not enough for you to know that you have
something called redemption. You must know the redemption that you have. How?
The ministry of the Spirit of Truth in your very soul.

It is when you are sanctified in the truth that you come to possess that which has
been given. That is what Jesus prays b again, not that they would be taken out of
the world, but that the Spirit would sanctify them in the truth. This sanctification is
the process of the Spirit of God putting off the old and putting on the new. It is the
process of Truth being known and possessed by your soul. Of you abide in my Word,
then you will know the Truth, and the Truth will make you freeQ This is being
sanctified in the truth.

Sanctification, contrary to what some think, is not you acting more like Jesus. Its
not what you do or don® do. It is your vessel being totally set apart, filled with, and
bearing the image of the One who is in you. It iswhen the truth and reality of what
the cross has accomplished actually becomes the end of what was once there, and
the reality and possession of what has come. Sanctification is where the vessel
comes to be fully set apart for the use of, and defined by the reality of, the one who



lives within it. A glove sitting on a table is not sanctified to me. But if | put that
glove on, then it is set apart, sanctified for use and expression by me.

Why am | talking about sanctification? Because it is just another way of speaking of
the working of the Spirit of truth whereby what has been given to you becomes
what you possess. Let me show you two verses that describe this very thing with
reference to the inheritance.

Act 20:32 "So now, brethren, | commend you to God and to the word of His
grace, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all
those who are sanctified.

Act 26:18 to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light,
and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive remission of sins
and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.'

In the first one Paul is speaking to Ephesus. In the second one, Jesus is speaking to
Paul. In both, the inheritance that is given at new hirth is experienced through the

Spirit sanctifying you in the truth. Causing the truth as it is in Christ to become the
possession and reality of your soul.

We®e running out of time, but | want to just say two more brief things. The first is
that this exact New Covenant reality can be seen clearly and perfectly in the types

and shadows of the Old Covenant. What was given by God needed to be possessed
by faith. The inheritance was theirs as Israel the firstborn, but it was taken by the

Spirit. Not by might, not by power, but by the Spirit.

Very briefly, remember when Israel came out of Egypt. Did God say Qo into Canaan
and get yourself an inheritance® No, God said | have already given you an
inheritance in that land. It is yours. It is yours for the taking. The Land that |
promised to Abraham is now yours to be possessed. But it could only be possessed
by a people walking in faith.

The inheritance in the land didn® become theirs when they finally walked in faith
and moved in. The inheritance in the land was theirs for the taking as soon as they
walked out of Egypt. And yet, what God had given had to be possessed by a people
who would walk in faith. An inheritance granted, became the reality of where they
lived and what they ate, etc. only when faith possessed what God had given.

There® a verse in Obadiah 1:17 that Carolyn Wies pointed out to me Friday night as
we were talking about this. It reads Orhe house of Jacob shall possess their
possessionsQ That is what the Spirit of God led them to do in the testimony of old.
That is the work of the Spirit today. That which has been given to us by God in
Christ, is possessed and made real as the Spirit of Truth causes us to possess our
possessions.

The last thing | just wanted to mention as a brief look ahead at the following verses,
is that Paul® understanding of what the Spirit does is the motivation for how he goes
on to pray in Ephesians 1:17-19. You see, first He tells them the finished work b
verses 1 BD11. Then He describes the ministry of the Spirit bverses 12 b 14. And
then he launches into prayer for that very Spirit of wisdom and revelation to cause
them to grow up in the true knowledge of God and the reality of the inheritance.



Wedl get to this next. But it flows so perfectly together | had to mention it. First
Paul® declaration of the finished work. Then the Spirit given as the guarantee of our
possession, experience of this reality. And then the prayer in verse 17 and following
for the Spirit to do exactly that.

Amen.



