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Ephesians 1: 12 Ð 1: 14 
The Spir it  Revealing Our I nher itance and Redem pt ion 

 
 
 
WeÕre going t o cont inue on w ith our  st udy in the book of Ephesians today aft er  three 
weeks of looking at  Hebrews chapter 9 and the appearings of the Lord m ent ioned 
there.   WeÕve m ade it  through Ephesians 1: 11 and IÕd like to look at  Ephesians 1: 12-
14 today.    
 
IÕm  going to take these three verses together.   I  will break them  down a bit  as we 
get  going,  but  IÕd like to deal wit h them  as a whole.  So let s begin by j ust  reading 
them .   
 

Eph 1: 12  t hat  we who f irst  t rusted in Chr ist  should be t o the praise of His g lory. 
13  I n Him  you also t rusted,  aft er you heard t he word of t ruth,  the gospel of your 
salvat ion;  in whom  also, having believed,  you were sealed wit h the Holy  Spirit  of 
prom ise, 14  who is t he guarantee of our  inherit ance into/ in (NOT the word 
Òunt ilÓ)  t he redem pt ion of the purchased possession,  to t he praise of His g lory.   

 
I t  is m y opinion t hat  t hese three verses are som e of t he m ost  m isunderstood verses 
in th is let t er to the Ephesians.  And they are not  hard to m isunderstand.   I n fact ,  it  is 
inev itable t hat  you and I  WILL m isunderstand t hem  unless we have som e 
com prehension of the fin ished work of the cross.   
 
As always,  unt il you begin to see by t he SpiritÕs working in your heart  the reality  of 
GodÕs finished work in Christ  t hrough death, bur ial,  and resurrect ion,  you cannot  
understand the Scriptures that  speak of t his realit y.  You could say it  t his way,  t he 
Bible is a closed book to t he natural m ind.  Not  only w ill you and I  fail to understand 
spiritual things apart  from  the t eaching of the Spir it  of Truth,  we w ill do worse than 
that .   We w ill im agine and then teach things t o be t rue that  are in t he way of the 
t ruth.    
 
I  know that  I  say th ings like this constant ly,  but  I  also face the problem  of th is 
constant ly .  I  also t his problem  working in m e and in so m any who I  speak with on a 
daily  basis.   This is t he biggest  and m ost  com m on obstacle that  I  know Ð the natural 
m ind t rying to understand spiritual t hings.   So, if you donÕt  need to hear it  ( yeah,  
right )  just  bear w it h m e.   
 
Im agine for  a m om ent  t hat  you wanted t o learn calculus.   I  know thatÕs a st ret ch.   
But  j ust  for  t he sake of th is analogy,  im agine t hat  you have always longed to learn 
calculus.   And thereÕs a problem .   The only  person in town that  knows calculus and 
can t each calculus is Japanese.  You donÕt  speak Japanese,  but  you st ill want  t o learn 
calculus.   Well,  you look around town unt il you finally  f ind som ebody that  speaks 
both Japanese and English.  Well,  now things are look ing up.    But  t hen you f ind out  
that  your  t ranslator,  though he is sufficient ly  bilingual,  only ever  learned basic 
addit ion and subt ract ion in school.     
 



SoÉ its not  long before you figure out  that  you have a problem .  WhatÕs the problem ?  
Well,  even t hough th is guy speaks fluent  Japanese and fluent  English, everything the 
Japanese calculus t eacher says is going into and through a m ind that  only  knows 
basic addit ion and subt ract ion.  The calculus is going through a basic- m ath filt er 
before it  is t ranslated into English.  The Japanese calculus t eacher is going into great  
depth w ith great  understanding conveying to the t ranslator what  t o tell you.   And yet  
the t ranslator  has t o first  understand som ething before he t ries to t ranslate it .   I N  
o t h e r  w o r d s, t h e  u n d er st an d i n g  o f  t h e t r an sl at o r  b eco m es w h at  i s  u l t i m at e ly  
t r an sl at ed .   I n other  words,  you are hearing the t ranslators ÒversionÓ of what  t he 
calculus t eacher is t rying t o t each you, and that  version can only  go as far as what  
the t ranslator  h im self understands.   With the t ranslatorÕs understanding of 
m athem at ics,  it  is doubt ful indeed t hat  what  youÕre hear ing is anything close to what  
the teacher is com prehending and descr ibing.   
 
Why did I  j ust  t ell that  st ory?  Because Paul the Apost le was like that  calculus 
teacher.   He has an incredible am ount  of Spir it - given understanding, revelat ion of 
Spirit ual realit y.  Som ebody could easily  speak his language w it hout  shar ing His 
com prehension.  Som ebody could learn Koine Greek f luent ly,  but  would st ill only be 
able t o t ranslate his words according to their  own com prehension.  That  is a problem  
both in t ranslat ion and in sim ply  reading your Bible.   And in all realit y, even if Paul 
had writ t en t he New Testam ent  in 21st century  Am er ican English,  you st ill couldnÕt  
know what  heÕs saying sim ply by reading his words.  You know what  heÕs say ing 
when his understanding is work ing in your  soul by the sam e Spirit  who gave him  his 
understanding.  
 

1Co 2: 12  Now we have received, not  t he spirit  of the world, but  the Spir it  who is 
from  God, that  we m ight  know the things that  have been freely  given to us by 
God. 13  These th ings we also speak,  not  in words which m an's w isdom  teaches 
but  which t he Holy  Spir it  t eaches, com paring spiritual things with spiritual. 14  
But  t he natural m an does not  receive the t hings of the Spir it  of God,  for they are 
foolishness to h im ;  nor  can he know them , because they are spirit ually  discerned. 

 
I  told t hat  calculus story  because what  we have here in Ephesians chapter  1 verses 
12 Ð 14 is som ething that  is a spiritual realit y, and m ust  be spiritually d iscerned.   
Well,  all Scr ipture is like that .  But  part icularly  here, it  is am azing to m e what  the 
natural m ind can do in t he absence of spiritual understanding.    
 
Like what?  Well,  for  instance the word Òunt ilÓ in verse 14 is the Greek word eis. 
(pronounced ace)  This word appears 829 t im es in t he New Testam ent .   I t  is one of 
the m ost  com m on preposit ions in the Bible.   I t  is a word t hat  m eans ÒintoÓ, and is 
t ranslated as into in the vast  m ajor it y of passages.  Som et im es it  is t ranslated ÒinÓ or  
Òam ongÓ, and occasionally  is t ranslated ÒtowardÓ when having to do with a direct ion 
or  goal.  I t  NEVER m eans Òunt ilÓ w it h relat ion to t im e.   Like, Òunt il next  WednesdayÓ.   
Only  one t im e is th is word t ranslated (m ist ranslated)  Òunt ilÓ in the New Testam ent ,  
and it  is right  here in Ephesians 1: 14.   
 
Why would a t ranslator change t he m eaning of an ext rem ely com m on Greek word 
and altar the m eaning of a passage?  For  t he sam e reason that  a Japanese speaking 
calculus t ranslator would change t he m eaning of a d ifficult  equat ion that  he doesnÕt  
understand.   I t  m ust  f irst  m ake sense to us before we t ranslate.    And again,  
language t ranslat ion isnÕt  the pr im ary obstacle.  The pr im ary obstacle is your  built  in 
t ranslator  and f ilt er  Ð the carnal m ind.  I t  will see what  it  want s to see, what  itÕs 
fam iliar  with,  what  it  already th inks it  understands, unt il Chr ist  appears.    



 
Ok, what  are t hese t hree verses speaking of.   Well,  verse 12 is just  a br ief segue into 
his m ain point  here.   He m ent ions t hat  we, the Jews, were the f irst  to t rust  in Christ .   
And then you, the Gent iles, the Ephesians, also aft er hear ing the word of t ruth, the 
gospel of your  salvat ion, believedÓ.   First  to t he Jew,  then to the Gent ile.  First  Christ  
cam e to His own,  to t hose who had the prom ises,  the covenants,  t he prophets, the 
pat r iarchs.   First  He cam e to those who carr ied t he t est im ony, who WERE the 
test im ony, for  so m any years and He offered them  the realit y.   He offered Him self 
first  to Old Covenant  I srael as t he fulf illm ent  of all that  was writ t en,  prom ised, and 
prophesied.   And t he believ ing Jews were t he first  to becom e the living praise of His 
glory.    
 
But  now to all the nat ions t his sam e Chr ist  is g iven as the salvat ion to all who hear 
the word of t ruth and believe.  I Õd love t o spend som e t im e on what  it  m eans to hear 
the word of t ruth.   IÕll only  m ent ion t hat  th is is not  the hearing of words w ith t he 
ears,  but ,  as Galat ians chapter  three and Rom ans chapter 10 describe,  t his is Òthe 
hearing of fait hÓ.   This is t he hear ing that  Jesus was interested in when He said Òlet  
he who has ears,  hearÓ.    This is t he hear ing,  the knowing, the com prehending that  
is given TO you by t he Spirit  of God if  t here is room  in your heart .   IÕll leave t hat  
alone because I  want  to focus on what  com es next .    
 
IÕd like to spend our t im e t oday on verses 13 and 14 which read Òyou were sealed 
with t he Holy  Spir it  of prom ise,  who is the guarantee of our  inher itance into t he 
redem pt ion of the purchased passion, to t he praise of His g loryÓ.  At  f irst  glance t his 
verse m ight  stand out  as som ething of an enigm a.  I f youÕll rem em ber som e of the 
verses that  weÕve already covered, Paul has already told us in verse 7 Òin Him  we 
HAVE redem pt ion through His bloodÓ.  Past  t ense.   And He has already told us in 
verse 11 Òin Him  also we HAVE obtained an inheritanceÓ.   So nowÉ what  in t he wor ld 
does it  m ean that  the Spirit  of God is t he guarantee of this inheritance into the 
redem pt ion of the purchased possession?   Are not  these two t erm s t hings that  Paul 
has just  told us are ours now in Christ ? 
 
This m isunderstanding is the grounds for  both t he m ist ranslat ing of th is verse and 
several like it ,  and the grounds for  so m uch confusion about  the purpose, work,  and 
m inist ry  of the Holy  Spirit .   I t  is also the grounds for  why we so oft en put  off into a 
what  is now a realit y  in Chr ist .   Why we change words like ÒintoÓ into words like 
Òunt ilÓ.   I n order  for  us to understand these verses, we need to understand what  it  is 
that  t he Spirit  of God is doing in you and I .    
 
I  sat  down th is week and looked at  what  m any Bible com m entators said w ith 
reference to these Scr iptures.   I  read one aft er  another  aft er  another.   And I  sim ply 
could not  agree w ith it .   I  wasnÕt  t rying to be content ious,  and I  wasnÕt  t ry ing t o be 
right .   I  was t rying to see the t ruth.   The Lord knows m y heart ,  I  wasnÕt  t rying t o be 
a Òknow- it -allÓ.   I  was sim ply t ry ing to see how these verses f it  in  w ith everything 
else fu lfil led in the New Covenant , and t est ified of in t he Old.  I  was t ry ing to see 
m ore t han t heology,  I  was t ry ing to see realit y.  
 
And so I  kept  look ing up t hese verses in com m entaries.  And,  for  t he m ost  part ,  
nearly  all of t hem ,  in one way or another , said t hat  what  we have now on ear th is a 
taste, a piece, a t ouch of the inher itance,  t he redem pt ion,  but  t hat  t he realit y and 
experience of it  await s the leav ing of our bodies.   And so they said t hat  t he 
redem pt ion and inheritance that  we are said to have in verses 7 and 11 are j ust  
tastes of the realit y  t hat  we w ill know when we go t o heaven.   There,  in that  



geographic locat ion called heaven, then we will really  experience what  is now only  
posit ionally  ours.    
 
And I  look at  t hose com m ents on the Scripture and I  have so m any problem s with 
them  that  lose count .  IÕm  no sm arty-pant s.   IÕm  a babe in Christ .  And yet  such 
com m ents seem  to m e t o be in such blatant  cont radict ion and ut ter  disregard for not  
only the rest  of th is very Epist le,  but  t he ent ire New Covenant  in Christ .  List en,  I  do 
not  deny that  w ith t he passing of the body there will pass the problem s of the 
bodyÉ baldness,  gingiv it is, and fleshly  t em ptat ions.   Bu t  I  i n si st  that  this is not  the 
realit y of our  inheritance, nor the beginning of t rue salvat ion glory. 
 
First  of all,  Paul t ells us in the very next  chapter  that  we are already m ade alive with 
Chr ist ,  raised with Him ,  seated w it h Him  in the heavens in Christ .  I s t hat  a future 
experience t hat  awaits t he death of t he body,  or  is that  a present  realit y  that  is 
entered into upon bapt ism  into Chr istÕs death?  I s th is a legal posit ion,  or is t his a 
fin ished spir itual work?  My Lord,  t he New Testam ent  leaves you no choice but  the 
lat t er.    
 
Second of all,  do you really  see Paul preaching a gospel that  says Òbut  future in 
heavenÓ.   Or do you see Him  constant ly  proclaim ing Òbut  now in Chr istÓ?  Which one 
is it?  I f you want  t o know the t ruth,  its actually  Òbut  now in Christ  in heavenÓ, 
because heaven isnÕt  a place your body goes when you die,  but  the realm  where 
your soul lives eternally in Christ . And Paul w ill t ell you in th is very epist le, and every 
other, that  your  soul is there right  now.  And yes,  that  cont inues eternally  aft er the 
death of t he body.   But  it  does not  begin w ith t he death of the body.  I t  begins w it h 
your  bapt ism  into His death.    
 
Third,  do we really think that  t he Spirit  of God is a p iece,  a slice, a Òdown-paym entÓ 
as som e t ranslat ions say,  of salvat ion?  Com e on, d id you receive a por t ion of 
salvat ion?  Did you get  a chunk of new life?  Did you get  a sliver,  a sect ion of the 
inheritance to hold you over unt il you die.   Does that  m ake sense to you?  Hopefully 
not .   I t  cer tainly has NOTHING to do with what  t he rest  of t his Epist le is about .    
 
But  not  only  is t hat  what  we believe,  that  is how we act .   ÒWell Lord, IÕm  not  perfect ,  
IÕm  j ust  forgiven.Ó  Have you seen those bum per st ickers?   ÒGod hasnÕt  given m e 
m uch in t his ear then vessel,  but  at  least  he pardoned m y screw-ups.Ó  My God what  
about  all of count less Scr iptures that  speak of the fact  t hat  we are the actual t em ple 
of the liv ing God,  t he living habitat ion of His g lory, the vessel that  contains the 
fullness of the t reasure, the very term  the ÒBody of Chr istÓ.   What  about  Paul saying 
that  you are dead to sin and alive t o God in Chr ist  Jesus.   What  about  rivers of living 
water  f low ing out  of t he inner  m an.  What  about  Òfor  m e to live is Chr istÓ.   What  
about  Òits not  I  who live, but  Christ  who lives in m eÓ.   I s th is a sliver  of Jesus?  I s 
this a slice of salvat ion?  Did God div ide up His Son and give you enough t o get  you 
through the week?   
 
Com e on,  fr iends.  That  m ay be how you feel, but  is that  anything close t o what  God 
has said?  Are we build ing our  t heology from  our current  exper ience?  Are we 
creat ing our understanding of salvat ion based upon ourselves?  Are we looking to 
ourselves to see what  is t rue of Him .   Or,  for  heavens sake, have we learned that  we 
have to look to Him  to see what  is t rue of us.    
 
Here is why we push everything of salvat ion into the future.   Here is why we both 
m ist ranslate and m isunderstand spir itual words.    And what  I  found in so m any 



com m entar ies is t his idea, th is concept  t hat  though we could taste it  now, we had t o 
leave the world t o know the realit y,  t he glory,  t he relat ionship, the oneness.   
 
And yet  m y m ind,  as I  read these types of words,  kept  going back to JesusÕ prayer in 
John 17.  A prayer  t hat  states the exact  opposit e of t his m entalit y.  Chr ist ian religion 
says Òtake m e out  of the wor ld that  I  can experience the t ruthÓ.   Jesus prays to His 
Father  in John 17: 15-17 ÒFather,  I  do not  ask you to take them  out  of the world.   I  
ask t his Ð that  you would sanct ify  t hem  in the Truth.   Your Word is t ruthÓ.    
 
And then a lit t le fur ther  down in John 17: 22 ÒFather , the glory which you gave Me I  
have given them  that  t hey m ay be one just  as we are one.   I  in them , you in Me;  
that  t hey m ay be m ade perfect  in one.Ó    
 
Religion says Òtake m e out  of t he wor ld so t hat  we can be oneÓ.   Jesus says ÒFather  
show them  by the Spirit  that  they are one in usÓ.  Religion says Òget  m e out  of t his 
place so that  I  can know gloryÓ.   Jesus says ÒI  have given t hem  the glory  t hat  I  had 
with you before t he wor ld wasÓ.   Relig ion says Òtake m e out  of the world t hat  I  can 
be set  apart  in the t ruth of heavenly  reality .Ó  Jesus says ÒFather I  do not  ask t hat  
you take them  out  of the world but  only  t hat  you set  them  apart , sanct ify  t hem , 
cause them  to know by the Spirit ,  the t ruth that  I  am  in You,  they are in Me,  and I  
am  in them Ó.   
 
What  a total cont radict ion!   What  a com plete denial of ChristÕs words.  And Paul said 
even m ore in t his regard than the Lord Jesus.  Religion says ÒI  cantÕ wait  for  m y body 
to d ie so I  can go to glory  landÓ.  Paul says  Ò I Õve been crucified wit h Christ ,  
nevertheless I  live,  yet  not  I  but  ChristÓ  Relig ion says ÒGod com e down and get  m e 
out  of this worldÓ.  Paul says  ÒThrough the cross I  am  crucif ied to the world,  and the 
wor ld is crucified to m e.Ó  Relig ion says ÒI  m ust  put  off th is m ortal bodyÓ.    Paul says 
in 2nd Corinth ians 5  ÒI  donÕt  need t o put  off t he m ortal body,  but  to be further  
swallowed up in life.Ó  Relig ion says ÒGod, I  canÕt  wait  unt il you finish your workÓ.  
Paul says ÒThe Spirit  of God was given so t hat  He m ight  show you t hings that  are 
fin ishedÓ  Religion says ÒIÕm  hoping for  an after lifeÓ.  Paul says ÒFor m e to live is 
Chr ist .   I  abide eternally  in t he one who is the resurrect ion and the life.Ó   
 
Friends,  how long will t he church put  off into som e t im e,  som e date,  som e event  the 
realit y that  is now in Christ  only because we have not  allowed t he Spirit  of God t o 
m ake the t ruth as it  is in Chr ist  becom e the t ruth as it  is in our soul?   
 
Get t ing back to our  Scripture.  What  we have here is t he very sam e th ing that  we 
have all over the New Testam ent .   More t han t hat , what  we have here is t he very 
thing that  we have foreshadowed in all of t he Old Testam ent .  What  is that? 
 
We have a f in ished work of God in Chr ist .   Just  look at  Ephesians chapter 1 alone.  
Verse 3 Ð in Him  we have been blessed wit h every spiritual b lessing in the heavens 
in Christ .   Verse 5  -  I n Him  we have t he adopt ion, the son-placem ent  that  has been 
prom ised.  Verse 7 Ð I n Him  we have t he redem pt ion.  Verse 9 Ð in Him  we have t he 
m ystery revealed and m ade known.    Verse 10 Ð in Him  we have com e to t he 
adm inist rat ion of the fullness of t im e where all t hings have been gathered up, 
sum m ed up in Him .   Verse 11 Ð I n Him  we also have obtained the inher itance.    All 
of th is we have looked at  in som e detail.   I  m ent ion it  now again only to show that  
here we have a finished work.    
 



But  what  m ust  happen for  that  f inished work to becom e a realit y,  an experience,  a 
possession of your  soul?  I ts one thing to be finished in Chr ist .   I t s another thing for  
what  is finished in Chr ist  to be finished in your  heart  Ð t he first  having been put  
away,  the second having been established.   Again, what  we have here is what  we 
find all over  t he New Testam ent .  W e h av e f i r s t  o f  a l l  t h e f in ish ed  w o r k  o f  t h e 
cr o ss.   An d  secon d  o f  a l l  t h e w or k  o f  t h e  Sp i r i t  o f  God  t o  m ak e w h at  God  h as 
f i n ish ed  an  act u al  ex p er ien ce an d  p o ssess i on  o f  y ou r  sou l , an d  n o t  j u st  a  
ch ap t er  i n  y ou r  d oct r i n al  st an ce.   
 
That  is what  Paul is talk ing about  here.   We, the purchased possession,  have been 
given a full inheritance.  We are t he redeem ed of the Lord.   The New Testam ent  is 
filled w it h statem ents like that .  I  wonÕt  take the t im e to quote them  to you because 
I  think I  d id when we covered verses 7 and 11.   I n Him  we have an inher itance.   I n 
Him  we are redeem ed.   And yet ,  t he Spirit  of prom ise has been given to you as the 
guarantee, the certainty,  t hat  you can and will com e to possess, know, realize, and 
experience what  He has given.    
 
Everything that  God has given t o you by grace is accessed by fait h.  That  is Rom ans 
5: 2 Ð Òby faith we have access into t his grace in which we standÓ.  Everything that  
God has already done m ust  be shown to you by the Spirit  of God.  That  is John 14-
16,  1 Corinthians 2,  Ephesians 4,  Colossians 3,  and innum erable other  Scriptures.   
Everything that  is NOW in Christ  MUST be possessed by you t hrough faith,  by the 
renewing of t he m ind, by the revealing of Chr ist , by t he m ind of Christ  working in 
you.    This is always the way of it .   You w ill find that  in every New Testam ent  Epist le,  
as well as in the words of Jesus in the Gospels.   
 
So here,  in Ephesians 1: 13 you have Paul t elling the church t hat  those who have 
heard the word of t ruth, the gospel of salvat ion,  and have com e to faith are sealed 
with t he very Spir it  who w ill bring them  into the fullness, the possession, the 
experience,  t he realit y of what  the salvat ion t hat  t hey have received.   What  have 
they received?  The inher itance.   What  is t he Spirit  doing?  The Spir it  is the 
guarantee of t he possession and experience of t hat  inher itance. 
 
Again,  what  have you received?  The redem pt ion t hat  is in Chr ist .   Verse 7.    And yet  
now the Spir it  of prom ise is your  cer taint y, your  guarantee t hat  you will know and 
possess the fullness of the redem pt ion of what  is already His purchased possession.     
 
Som e t ranslat ions use t he word Òdown-paym entÓ with reference t o the Spir it  there,  
rather  t han guarantee.   IÕm  not  crazy about  that  t ranslat ion.   I t  m akes it  sound, 
again,  like you got  a lit t le slice of heaven but  youÕre wait ing for  payday.   ÒPledgeÓ is 
bet ter  t han Òdown-paym entÓ.   ÒGuaranteeÓ or Òcertaint yÓ is bet t er than ÒpledgeÓ.   
Pledge is ok because the work of the Spir it  in you is progressive, but  cer tain because 
it  is based on a finished work.  The Spir it  of God cannot  show you som ething t hat  
you donÕt  have.  I f  you donÕt  have it ,  He couldnÕt  show it  to you.   I t s because you do 
have it ,  that  He is the cer tainty  of your knowing it  and possessing it .   So ÒpledgeÓ 
m akes sense in t hat  context , but  the word guarantee is bet t er.     
 

[ Note for  Greek students:   I  realize that  the word t ranslated ÒguaranteeÓ here 
has its orig ins in t he realit y of a pledge or  earnest  for  som ething purchased.   
But  t he use of that  word here does not  im ply  a part ial possession, but  t he 
CERTAINTY or  guarantee of what  is purchased, and what  is com ing Ð which in 
this case is the fu ll possession and experience of redem pt ion,  inheritance]  

 



But  whatever  word you like there, the realit y  is t he sam e.   Again, what  is the realit y?  
The realit y  is that  what  God has f in ished in Christ  and given t o you is being 
possessed by you as t he Spirit  teaches you the t hings that  have been freely g iven.  
The realit y  is that  the Spir it  of prom ise works in you t he realit y of t his inher itance,  
the realit y of t his redem pt ion.    
 
Those who have been redeem ed, those who ARE the purchased possession, WILL 
fully exper ience and possess that  redem pt ion by th is work of the spir it .   Those who 
have received this inher itance (which the natural m ind knows nothing of)  WILL,  by 
the agency of t he Spirit ,  gain an experience of t hat  inher itance through sanct ificat ion 
in the Truth.    
 
Friends,  we have t o understand that  th is is nothing other than what  Jesus said that  
Spirit  of God would do.   Rem em ber on His way t o t he cross, Jesus t ells t he discip les 
that  its bet ter  for Him  to go away in that  form  and live in them  in another.  He says 
that  t here is so m uch m ore t hat  He wants to show them  but  t hey cannot  bear it  now.  
He t ells them  that  t he Spirit  of Truth is com ing.   And then He descr ibes what  the 
Spirit  w ill do.   
 

¥ John 14: 26 ~  ÒHe will t each you all thingsÓ 
¥ John 15: 26 ~  Òthe Spirit  of t ruth who proceeds from  the Father,  He w ill t est ify 

of Me.Ó 
¥ Joh 16: 13 ~  ÒHowever, when He, the Spir it  of t ruth,  has com e,  He will guide 

you into all t ruthÓ 
¥ Joh 16: 14 ~  ÒHe w ill g lorify Me,  for He w ill take of what  is Mine and declare it  

to you.Ó 
 
I n Christ  you have obtained an inher itance Ð verse 11.   Well,  b ig deal!    What  is the 
inheritance?  Where is it?  What  does it  m ean?  How do I  know it ?  How do I  
experience it?  How do I  walk  in the good of it ?.   THAT is exact ly  why the Spir it  of 
Truth has been given.     Rem em ber several m onths ago, I  said that  it  is not  enough 
for you to know you have salvat ion.  You m ust  know the salvat ion that  you have.    
 
Likew ise,  it  is not  enough for  you t o know that  you have an inheritance.   You m ust  
know the inheritance that  you have.   I t  is not  enough for  you t o know that  you have 
som ething called redem pt ion.   You m ust  know the redem pt ion t hat  you have.  How?  
The m inist ry of t he Spirit  of Truth in your very soul.    
 
I t  is when you are sanct if ied in the t ruth that  you com e to possess t hat  which has 
been given.   That  is what  Jesus prays Ð again, not  that  they would be taken out  of 
the wor ld,  but  t hat  t he Spirit  would sanct ify  them  in the t ruth.   This sanct ificat ion is 
the process of the Spir it  of God put t ing off the old and put t ing on the new.   I t  is t he 
process of Truth being known and possessed by your soul.  Òif you abide in m y Word,  
then you will know the Truth, and the Truth will m ake you freeÓ.   This is being 
sanct if ied in the t ruth.    
 
Sanct ificat ion,  cont rary to what  som e think,  is not  you act ing m ore like Jesus.  I ts 
not  what  you do or  donÕt  do.   I t  is your vessel being totally  set  apart ,  filled wit h,  and 
bearing t he im age of the One who is in you.   I t  is when the t ruth and reality  of what  
the cross has accom plished actually  becom es the end of what  was once there,  and 
the realit y and possession of what  has com e.   Sanct ificat ion is where the vessel 
com es to be fu lly  set  apart  for the use of,  and defined by t he realit y of,  the one who 



lives within it .   A glove sit t ing on a table is not  sanct ified to m e.   But  if I  put  t hat  
glove on, then it  is set  apart ,  sanct ified for use and expression by m e.    
 
Why am  I  talking about  sanct if icat ion?  Because it  is just  another way of speaking of 
the working of t he Spirit  of t ruth whereby what  h as b een  given to you becom es 
what  you possess.   Let  m e show you two verses that  descr ibe t his very thing w it h 
reference to the inheritance.    
 

Act  20: 32  "So now, brethren,  I  com m end you t o God and to the word of His 
grace,  which is able to build you up and give you an  i n h er i t an ce am o n g  al l  
t h o se w h o  a r e  san ct i f i ed . 
 
Act  26: 18  to open t heir eyes,  in order  to turn t hem  from  darkness t o light ,  
and from  the power of Satan to God,  t hat  t hey m ay receive rem ission of sins 
and an  i n h er i t an ce am o n g  t h ose w h o  a r e san ct i f i ed  b y  f a i t h  in  M e.' 
 

I n the f irst  one Paul is speaking to Ephesus.   I n the second one,  Jesus is speaking to 
Paul.   I n both,  t he inheritance that  is given at  new birt h is experienced through t he 
Spirit  sanct ify ing you in t he t ruth.  Causing the t ruth as it  is in Christ  to becom e the 
possession and realit y  of your  soul. 
 
WeÕre running out  of t im e,  but  I  want  t o just  say two m ore brief th ings.  The f irst  is 
that  t his exact  New Covenant  realit y can be seen clearly and per fect ly in t he t ypes 
and shadows of the Old Covenant .  What  was given by God needed to be possessed 
by faith.   The inheritance was theirs as I srael the f irstborn,  but  it  was taken by the 
Spirit .   Not  by m ight , not  by power,  but  by the Spirit .   
 
Very br iefly,  rem em ber when I srael cam e out  of Egypt .   Did God say Ògo into Canaan 
and get  yourself an inheritanceÓ?  No,  God said I  have already given you an 
inheritance in that  land.   I t  is yours.   I t  is yours for the taking.  The Land that  I  
prom ised to Abraham  is now yours t o be possessed.  But  it  could only be possessed 
by a people walking in fait h.    
 
The inher itance in the land didnÕt  b eco m e t h ei r s when they f inally walked in faith 
and m oved in.  The inher itance in the land was t heirs for  the tak ing as soon as t hey 
walked out  of Egypt .   And yet ,  what  God had given had t o be possessed by a people 
who would walk  in faith.   An inheritance granted, becam e the realit y  of where t hey 
lived and what  they ate, etc. only  when fait h possessed what  God had given.    
 
ThereÕs a verse in Obadiah 1: 17 that  Carolyn Wies pointed out  to m e Friday night  as 
we were talk ing about  th is.   I t  reads ÒThe house of Jacob shall possess t heir 
possessionsÓ.   That  is what  the Spirit  of God led them  to do in the t est im ony of old.   
That  is t he work of the Spirit  today.   That  which has been given to us by God in 
Chr ist ,  is possessed and m ade real as the Spirit  of Truth causes us to possess our 
possessions.  
 
The last  th ing I  j ust  wanted t o m ent ion as a brief look ahead at  the following verses,  
is t hat  PaulÕs understanding of what  the Spir it  does is the m ot ivat ion for how he goes 
on to pray in Ephesians 1: 17-19.   You see, first  He t ells them  the finished work Ð 
verses 1 Ð 11.  Then He descr ibes t he m inist ry  of the Spir it  Ð verses 12 Ð 14.  And 
then he launches into prayer  for  t hat  very Spirit  of wisdom  and revelat ion t o cause 
them  to grow  up in the t rue knowledge of God and t he realit y of t he inheritance.   
 



WeÕll get  to t his next .   But  it  f lows so perfect ly  t ogether  I  had to m ent ion it .   First  
PaulÕs declarat ion of t he finished work.   Then the Spir it  given as t he guarantee of our  
possession,  experience of this reality.   And then the prayer  in verse 17 and following 
for the Spir it  to do exact ly that .   
 
Am en.   
  


