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The Lie and the Light  ~  01 
 
 

As m ost  of you know,  JW Lum an was here t his past  weekend sharing on the eternal 
purpose of the Father.   I  never plan to do th is, but  I  oft en f ind m yself st irred by 
som ething he says, and ult im ately decide to spend a week or two or  three looking 
specif ically  at  som ething that  he shared w ith us.   This t im e it  had to do with Òthe lieÓ.   
 
There was a lot  t hat  he said,  but  for whatever  reason, on Saturday m orning when he 
start ed sharing on the lie,  m y heart  was capt ivated.   And I  couldnÕt  really m ove away 
from  it .   I  st ill havenÕt  m oved away from  it ,  and so I  t hought  I  would take som e t im e 
and t ry to share w ith you what  I  believe the Lord is showing m e.  I t  does have to do 
with GodÕs eternal purpose,  and weÕre going t o deal with t hat .   I  th ink the Lord is 
helping m e t o see m ore of t he realit y of both the lie and t he light .  And the two are 
obviously cont rary  t o one another.  They are opposit es.   
 
So IÕm  going t o cont inue to suspend our  study of the book of Ephesians unt il I  work 
through what  IÕm  seeing here,  and I  donÕt  know how long t hat  will be.    
 
And I  know what  IÕm  going to start  sharing here m ight  be a bit  hard to hear.  But  I  
ask you j ust  to give it  t im eÉ and t ry  to hear wit h your heart  th is m orning.  Brains are 
good, IÕm  glad I  have one,  but  heart s are the facult y int o which t he light  of t he Lord 
is able to shine.  Brains catch up wit h heart s in t im e.   But  it  is faith first ,  t hen 
understanding.  Word f irst ,  then words.   Try to hear the Word t his m orning through 
m y words.  
 
Saturday m orning JW was talk ing about  the effect  t hat  the lie had on m ankind.   More 
specif ically,  he was speaking on how the lie m ade it  im possible for m an to occupy his 
state of being.   I n other words,  t o know,  live int o, exper ience t he fu llness of what  
God had given him  in the natural realm .   We w ill probably talk  about  that  in the 
com ing weeks.   I  want  to star t  by just  focusing on the purpose for creat ion,  and t he 
effect  of the lie.   Then I  would like to get  into t he specific t ypology involved in the 
first  creat ion as it  t est if ied of t he new creat ion in Chr ist .   But  I  canÕt  t hink of any way 
to talk  about  any of th is unless we back way up and deal som ething w it h GodÕs 
eternal purpose.   
 
HereÕs a big quest ion?  Why did God create?  We call Him  the Creator,  and t hat  is 
t rue of Him  because He created.   But  why did He create?  Did you ever  t hink of the 
fact  that  God didnÕt  have t o create.   That  was a choice on his par t .  He didnÕt  f ind t he 
earth and decide to do som ething w ith it .   He m ade it  according to som ething in His 
heart .  He didnÕt  stum ble across m an and t hink ÒThis is a m ess,  I  should probably  
int ervene hereÉ Ó.  He created m ankind,  and He created him  w ith som ething in m ind 
Ð som e intent ion,  som e purpose. God created because He had a purpose.  First  t here 
was a purpose,  t hen there was the outworking of that  purpose in a creat ion.  There 
was som ething t hat  He wanted.   Nothing that  He needed,  but  som ething t hat  He 
desired.   



 
And wit hout  going int o m uch detail r ight  now,  what  God wanted was the glor if icat ion 
of Him self t hrough the life of His Son shared, form ed,  and expressed in a people.   
We are t he eternal beneficiar ies of th is purpose,  but  He is the center.   We are t he 
undeserv ing recipients of th is great  love,  but  His is the plan, the purpose, the glory .  
The increase of Christ  unto t he glory  of the God,  th is is t he heart , the core of the 
plan of God.   
 
So what  did God do?  He created towards this purpose.    He created with THI S 
purpose in m ind.   Everything that  He created was in v iew to t his end.  Not  one th ing 
was created for  any other  reason.   Not  one t hing was created just  because it  was 
pret t y,  or  neat ,  or  entertain ing,  or funny.   Not  one t hing was created as an 
experim ent .  EVERYTHING was created in the natural realm  with a single purpose in 
m ind.   More than that , everything was created t o bear w itness of,  and give created 
expression to,  th is eternal purpose.   
 
Now I  realize that  m an has fallen so far from  this purpose,  t hat  not  only  is he able to 
look at  the natural creat ion and fail to see th is purpose in what  was m ade,  but  he 
actually  has created purposes for it  of his own.   Not  only  do we not  see GodÕs 
intent ion,  we have found ways to use t his creat ion ent irely  for  our  own intent ions.    
 
We are so perver t ed, in fact , that  m any people spend t heir lives believing and 
teaching that  the per fect ly  const ructed m asterpiece of the natural creat ion has no 
purpose,  no creator,  and has som ehow created itself.   Sure,  it  m akes per fect  sense Ð 
nothingness created a big bang, the bang created a perfect ly  adapted planet  with a 
local heat ing device,  the inanim ate planet  created life,  life decided t o change from  
slim e into an aardvark, and then into a sasquatch, and then a hum an.   And class, 
thatÕs where sunsets,  and red blood cells,  and fam ilies,  and perfect  ecosystem s com e 
from .   The depths of depravity  and stupidity  in t he m ind of m an is sim ply  
astounding.   I f  it  wasnÕt  so debased,  it  m ight  be considered a m iracle.   
   
Alber t  Einstein was known for a few  clever  statem ents about  the am azing stupid it y of 
m an.   He said 
 

¥ "The difference bet ween genius and st upidit y  is t hat  genius has it s lim it s."  
 
¥ "Only two things are infinite, t he universe and hum an stupidit y,  and I 'm  

not  sure about  t he form er."  
 
So regardless of our  insanit y,  it  rem ains that  everything was created t o bear witness 
of and give expression to GodÕs eternal purpose.   I  cannot  t ell you exact ly how,  I  can 
only t ell you where I  have com e to understand it .   But  you donÕt  have to be a genius 
to read the New Testam ent  and see how Christ  t akes so m any good natural t hings 
and dem onst rates that  they were only  created t o t est ify  of Him .  Liv ing water.   Bread 
of Life.  Day of Rest .   Light  of t he World.   Fruit  of the Vine.  Sight  for  the eyes.   The 
head of a body,  the bridegroom  w it h His br ide,  etc.   Any person that  has som ething 
of the m ind of the Lord star ts to see som ething of GodÕs eternal purpose through the 
things t hat  He has m ade.  A sunr ise,  a but t erf ly,  an acorn,  seasons of the year.   
Whatever.   
 
My point  is to highlight  t he realit y that  everything that  was created was created not  
just  as t he realm  out  from  which God would get  sons.   The wor ld is not  just  the place 



that  God is t rying t o pull you out  of when you dieÉ  if you believe in Him .  The world 
is a beaut ifu l and m ult ifaceted t est im ony of His eternal purpose in Chr ist .    
 
And when He created it ,  He said it  was ÒgoodÓ for  that  very reason.   I t  wasnÕt  good 
because it  had any int r insic goodness.  I t  wasnÕt  good because he was proud of how 
hard it  was to m ake,  or  because it  was pret t y, or because it  t urned out  bet ter  t han 
he expected.   I t  was good because the purpose and plan that  He had in m ind was 
reflected and expressed in what  was m ade.   Everything that  He m ade funct ioned 
and st ill funct ions as a perfect  natural t est im ony of His eternal and spir it ual purpose, 
ex cep t  f o r  m an  an d  w h at  m an  h as p er v e r t ed  f o r  h i m sel f .    
 
We will get  into th is lat er m ore deeply,  but  as Paul t ells us in Rom ans 5: 14,  t he first  
m an was created as a type,  a f igure, of t he second m an,  the Lord Jesus Chr ist ,  who 
was to com e.   Adam  and His creat ion,  prior  to t he lie, were a wonderfu l natural 
dem onst rat ion of GodÕs purpose to have one m an ruling,  and nam ing,  and knowing,  
and subduing,  and increasing in a creat ion.   That  is,  of course,  what  we have com e 
to in Christ .  One Man ruling and fully  know ing and nam ing (giv ing His nam e to)  and 
subduing,  and increasing in a new creat ion.   That  is a wonderful reality  that  we will 
look at  when we talk m ore about  the Light .   But  right  now I  want  to stay wit h the 
Lie.   
 
What  I  want  to show you is that ,  though Adam  did not  have the life of God resident  
in his soul, though he needed to be born of Spirit ,  st ill,  in  t he garden,  t he m ind God 
gave him  was able to com prehend natural realit y according to t ruth.   He had a 
perfect  m ind and per fect  senses w it h regard to t he creat ion God placed him  in.   I  
donÕt  know the fu ll extent  of that .   Som e wr it ers have speculated on j ust  what  t he 
m ind of the f irst  m an or  f irst  m en were able to know and see and do.  Som e talk  
about  how we have learned t hat  we now only use 10%  of our  brain.   Som e speak of 
how Adam  was able to nam e every living creature.  WhateverÉ  I  do know this,  that  
m an was far  greater in understanding and perspect ive and t ruth wit h respect  to the 
natural realm  than we are t oday.   We have t echnology.   But  he had t ruth and 
wisdom  and perspect ive.  He had a v iew to th ings that  was not  clouded by t he dark 
lens of self.   And w ith it  he saw things and nam ed and ruled according to the t ruth of 
that  realm , if  only for  a very short  t im e.    
 
How do I  know that?  Well,  not  because IÕm  j ust  speculat ing on what  th ings were like 
before t he fall.   I  donÕt  have any interest  in teaching m y opinions on th ings.  I  have 
opinions,  but  I  t ry  not  to give them  m uch weight .  I tÕs easy to get  fascinated and 
dist racted with t he first  m anÕs natural potent ial,  and t hat  isnÕt  helpful at  all.   The 
reason I  can say som ething of what  Adam  was like prior  t o the fall is because of 
what  we can clearly see that  changed when he believed the lie.  We see what  
becam e of h im , and we can know at  least  som ething about  what  was lost .    
 
Ok, so now weÕre get t ing to t he lie.   What  changed?  What  was im m ediately  different  
when Adam  believed the lie?  What  as the lie?  Nearly  every Chr ist ian knows t hat  
there was a lie told t o Eve by the serpent  which Adam  and Eve believed.   And 
because t hey believed the lie, accepted the lie,  received t he lie,  there was t his th ing 
that  is generally  referred to as the Òfall of m anÓ.  I ncidentally , I  donÕt  believe t his fall 
was the product  of p ick ing the forbidden fru it .   I t  seem s to m e that  the fru it  picking 
was just  t he outward dem onst rat ion of what  had already happened in the heart  of 
m an.   The fall of m an wasnÕt  because they touched som ething w it h their  hands,  it  
was because they accepted som ething,  received som ething int o their  heart .   Man fell 
from  his created purpose when he believed a lie.   



 
But  believ ing th is lie wasnÕt  j ust  falling for  a t r ick.  I t  wasnÕt  j ust  m ix ing up the t rees 
or  get t ing duped by a talking lizard.   No, som ething happened in this lie t hat  was so 
m uch bigger than j ust  believing som ething that  wasnÕt  real.  I t  wasnÕt  j ust  
int ellectual assent  t o a falsehood.  We know that  because we watch Adam  instant ly  
go from  look ing at  t his creat ion,  t his state of being, according t o the t ruth of it ,  
according t o GodÕs awareness of it ,  the freedom  and peace of GodÕs perspect ive of all 
thingsÉ he instant ly  changes from  that  t o looking ent irely  at  h im self.   Su d d en ly , 
so m et h i n g  h ap p en ed , an d  t h i s f i r st  m an  w as u t t e r ly  sel f - aw ar e, se l f -
co n su m ed , sel f - con d em n ed É an d  t h at  h as b een  t h e st o r y  o f  t h e ad am i c m an  
ev er  si n ce.   
 
Su d d en ly  Ad am  w as aw ar e o f  h i m sel f ,  h is  l ack ,  h i s n eed , h i s sh am e.  W e can  
t e l l  t h i s b y  s i m p ly  r ead i n g  t h e  st o r y .  Su d d en ly  a l l  t h in g s o f  t h i s cr eat io n  
w er e seen  an d  k n o w n  an d  u n d er st o od  an d  l i v ed  i n t o , n o t  acco r d i n g  t o  h i s 
cr eat ed  p er sp ect i v e,  b u t  en t i r e ly  w i t h  r esp ect  t o  sel f - in t e r est .   
 
I  donÕt  t hink I  have to work t err ibly hard t o convince any of you of t his realit y.   We 
are all fam iliar  with it  as the nature int o which we were born.   I tÕs not  foreign to any 
of us.  I tÕs only  foreign t o the Lord who created with a different  purpose in His heart .    
 
Fear cam e in,  anger, pride,  sham eÉ why?  Because m anÕs relat ionship w it h all t hings 
ceased being t he t ruth of his state of being,  the purpose of God for  the natural 
creat ion,  the t est im ony of GodÕs eternal purpose and plan.  M an Õs r el at i o n sh ip  
w i t h  a l l  t h i n g s f o u n d  i t s r oo t  an d  r ea l i t y  i n  t h e  aw ar en ess o f  sel f  an d  t h e  al l -
co n su m in g  ob sessi o n  o f  sel f - p r eser v at i on .  ( to which t he cross becam e the only  
solut ion because only in t he cross is self dealt  w ithÉ but  weÕll leave that  alone for  
now) .  
 
Man looked at  all created t hings,  and as Rom ans chapter one speaks of in som e 
detail,  he exchanged t he glory  of God for  h is own darkened understanding, 
exchanged the t ruth of God for  a lie,  and becam e the center of h is own story.   The lie 
had t his effect  on Adam , he saw all things in relat ion to him self.   And so no sooner 
did he accept  t he lie than he im m ediately  h id,  and he blam ed and he feared,  and 
short ly thereafter  he k illed.  That  shouldnÕt  surprise us, it s just  t he next  natural st ep 
on the road of self- obsession.  Self-preservat ion.   
 

Gen  6 :5   Then the LORD saw that  t he w ickedness of m an was great  in t he earth, 
and that every int ent  of the thoughts of his heart  was only  ev il cont inually . 6  
And the LORD was sorry  that  He had m ade m an on t he eart h, and He was 
grieved in His heart .  7  So t he LORD said,  " I  w ill dest roy m an whom  I  have 
created from  the face of the earth,  both m an and beast , creeping t hing and birds 
of the air,  for I  am  sorry that  I  have m ade t hem ."   

 
Gen  6 :1 1   The ear th also was corrupt  before God, and t he earth was f illed with 
violence. 12  So God looked upon t he earth, and indeed it  was corrupt ;  for  all 
flesh had corrupted their  way on the ear th.  13  And God said to Noah, "The end 
of all flesh has com e before Me,  for the ear th is filled w it h violence through them ;  
and behold,  I  will dest roy t hem  with t he earth.  

 
W h y ?  Tr u t h  w as l o st , p e r sp ect iv e w as lo st Ée t e r n al  p u r p o se  w as l o st .  An d  
a l ie b eg an  t o  n o t  o n ly  b e w h at  t h ey  b e l iev ed , b u t  w h at  t h ey  w er e, w h at  
t h ey  saw , an d  w h at  t h ey  l i v ed  ou t  f r o m .  



 
Well,  what  is t his lie.   That  is what  really  got  m y at t ent ion.   I  saw the effects of the 
lie.  I  saw  the power of the lie.   But  I  really wanted to see t he realit y of what  exact ly  
the lie was.  How could a lie be so pervasive, so insidious?  How could a lie change 
the very lens t hrough which m an sees everything.  I  knew som e of the elem ents of 
it ,  but  as I  looked at  it ,  and read the verses,  and thought  of t he eternal purpose of 
God, it  start ed com ing m ore and m ore in focus.    
 
The lie had t o do w ith t he fundam ental,  foundat ional,  deepest  presupposit ions of the 
hum an heart .  I t  has to do with what  we are, who we are.  What  God is,  who God is?  
And I  can sum m arize like t his.   Th e l i e i s an  en t i r e p er sp ect iv e,  o r  v i ew  o f  
r eal i t y , w h er ei n  m an  i s o r  h as p u r p o se,  v al u e,  w isd o m , d est i n y , an d  l i f e 
ap ar t  f r o m  God .  Th at  i s t h e h ear t  o f  t h e l i e.   And all of t his is stated or  clearly 
im plied in SatanÕs at tack in t he Garden of Eden.   You can be like God.   You can know 
good and evil.   You can have your eyes opened.  You can be wise.   Did God really 
say?.. .you can know bet t er .  
 
I t Õs b ig g er  t h an  a b el i e f , i t Õs a w or l d - v i ew  t h at  Ad am  r eceiv ed .  I t Õs n o t  j u st  
a t r i ck y  id ea, i t Õs a v i ew  o f  r eal i t y  t h at  h as b een  accep t ed  w h er e m an  
b eco m es t h e cen t er  o f  h i s u n iv e r se.  M an  b eco m es t h e len s t h r o u g h  w h i ch  h e 
sees al l  t h i n g s an d  m easu r es al l  t h in g s an d  v al u es al l  t h i n g s an d  ap p r eci at es 
al l  t h i n g s.  A l l  t h i n g s a r e  r e l ev an t  t o  t h e ex t en t  t h at  I  am  b et t e r ed  b y  t h em .  
A l l  t h i n g s ar e t r u e t o  t h e ex t en t  t h at  I  w an t  t h em  t o  b e  r eal .  A l l  t h in g s a r e 
g ood  t o  t h e m easu r e  t h at  I  g a in  f r o m  t h em .  I  b el iev e t h at , i n d ep en d en t  o f  
Go d , I  h av e p u r p ose.  
 
That  is like a ham m er finding purpose apart  from  the carpenter.   A pit cher  f inding 
value without  any water.   A com puter  f inding relevance w ithout  any program m ing.   A 
flower f inding dest iny even t hough w inter  is com ing.   I tÕs worse t han all of t hat ,  it  is 
a hum an soul th inking it  has anything apart  from  eternal Spir it .   Th e l i e i s t h e  
g r eat  f o r f e i t i n g  o f  t h e et er n al  p u r p o se o f  God , an d  t h e ag e- o ld  at t em p t  t o  
est ab l i sh  p u r p ose f r o m  so m et h i n g  in  o u r sel v es.  You can be like God.  You can 
discern good and evil.   You can have your eyes open.  Did God really  sayÉ  
 
I  w ish I  had a st ronger way of say ing it .   Again,  weÕre not  talking about  a t ricky f ib 
here.   WeÕre talk ing about  receiv ing a lens though which all things are seen.   WeÕre 
talking about  accept ing a point  of view  through which we understand ourselves.   
That  we have int r insic value apart  from  GodÕs eternal purpose in Chr ist  that  is good 
and useful.   Man can use it .   Even God can use it .    
 
Sure, this lie is not  just  in the world.   This lie is the foundat ion for so m uch of what  
we t each in t he church.  I tÕs easy to see how the unbelievers are certain that  they 
have value and life and purpose apart  from  God.   They f ind their  purpose in what  
they do and not  what  t hey are.  They find their  purpose in what  they feel and not  
what  is real.  That  m akes sense.   They donÕt  even pretend to see things another  
way.    
 
The greatest  confusion is with us Ð people who claim  t o know the t ruth.   Becau se  i f  
t h e  t r u t h  t h at  w e k n o w  h as n o t  d i sp l aced  t h e  l i e t h at  w e h av e b eco m e, t h en  
w e  h av en Õt  r eal l y  k n o w n  t h e t r u t h .   W eÕv e s im p ly  ad d ed  f act s on  t op  o f  a 
f o u n d at io n  o f  t h e l ie.   
 



IÕm  not  t ry ing t o sound clever.   We can see th is in the natural world,  but  we donÕt  
see it  in  ourselves.  We can quick ly look to science, for  instance, and see that  though 
scient ist s stack fact  upon fact  and observat ion upon observat ion,  t hey never com e to 
the knowledge of t he t ruth because it  is all founded upon a lie.   They start  with 
godless presupposit ions and end w ith godless conclusions, and steer all t he fact s to 
support  what  they believed before t hey start ed t heir  st udies.  Anybody can see that .   
I f  you stack facts on a lie,  your fact s end up support ing t hat  lie.   
 
But  t he lie is worse than that .  I  star ted t o see it  so m uch m ore clearly th is last  
week.  The lie is that  sam e view,  t hat  sam e idea, t hat  sam e perspect ive in all t hings.   
And of course it  is in t he church as well.   I t  is what  is behind so m any of our 
doct r ines and lessons t hat  t each us that  the cross is GodÕs program  to get  a bet t er  
version of m e.  We have a gospel that  som ehow let s self cont inue to live for  God.  A 
purpose that  grant s m e all of His eternal blessingsÉ and t he cost?... just  a sinnerÕs 
prayer  and som e behavioral m odificat ion. 
 
Do we see how weÕve dragged the lie into Chr ist  and found place for  it  there?  ThatÕs 
what  star t ed to com e into such focus t his week.   We bring the lie Ð that  m an has 
purpose,  value,  wisdom , dest iny,  life Ð right  into Christ .  We t ry  t o serve Him  with 
that  wisdom .  We t ry to please him  w ith OUR life.   We ask him  to coach us in or  
purpose. 
 
And I  donÕt  need t o spend a lot  of t im e on t hat .   IÕm  not  t ry ing to pick on the church,  
or  h ighlight  t he garbage,  but  j ust  to expose the realit y that  it s not  like t he lie just  
vanishes into t hin air  t he m om ent  you join a church.   I t Õs n o t  l i k e t h e l i e i s p u t  o f f  
w i t h o u t  p u t t i n g  o f  t h e m an  w h o  is  t h e l ie.   You see,  right  there is exact ly  the 
problem .   You canÕt  put  off t he lie,  unt il you put  off the m an who is defined by t he 
lie.  The lie doesnÕt  end unt il t he adam ic m an progressively  finds his end in t he cross.   
 
You m ight  sayÉ Óoh Jason, I  used t o believe t hat  lie,  but  now I  donÕt .   I  know that  I Õm  
nothing apart  from  GodÓ.  No,  you donÕt .   You canÕt  say that  to m e.   DonÕt  say that .   
This lie isnÕt  j ust  som ething t hat  you give m ental assent  to, and as soon as you learn 
that  it  is false you can j ust  stop believing it .   I tÕs not  that  kind of a lie.   You canÕt  say 
youÕve put  off the fu llness of this lie unt il youÕve put  off the fullness of that  m an.   
You canÕt  ever  say t hat  youÕve learned the fullness of the t ruth any m ore than you 
can say youÕve grown up into the fullness of Chr ist .  Th i s l ie  i sn Õt  so m et h i n g  y o u  
st op  b e l i ev i n g .  Th is  l i e i s so m eon e w h o  m u st  st op  l i v i n g .   This lie is you.    
 
Jesus, in John chapter  8, d idnÕt  t ell t he Pharisees that  they needed to stop believing 
false things.  He told them  that  t hey were of their  father,  the dev ilÉ who was a liar 
from  the beginning,  and the father of lies.  When he speaks, he speaks of his own 
nature.   And he is your  father.   Your desires are in accordance wit h his. 
 
And then he didnÕt  j ust  t ell t hem  that  if they believed his words they would know the 
t ruth.   No,  he said Òif you abide in m y word, then you will know the t ruth, and the 
t ruth w ill m ake you freeÓ. 
 
What  IÕm  saying is that  t he lie is so m uch m ore than a concept  that  we t hink.   I t  i s  
t h e  d ar k n ess o f  t h e f a l l en  ad am ic m i n d  t h at  i s eat en  a l i v e b y  sel f - aw ar en ess 
an d  f e l t  n eed .  I t  i s n o t  j u st  o n e o f  ou r  t h o u g h t s, i t  i s t h e f o u n d at io n  f o r  a l l  
o f  o u r  t h in k i n g .   I t Õs t h e st a r t i n g  p o i n t  o f  a l l  t h at  w e p er ceiv eÉ a w or ld  
w h er e m an  i s cen t e r  st ag e.  A  w o r ld  w h er e m an  h as p u r p ose, v al u e, l i f e, 
w i sd o m , an d  d est i n y  in d ep en d en t  o f  God Õs et e r n al  p u r p o se.  A d ar k en ed  



w o r ld - v iew  w h er e m an  h as act u a l l y  i m ag in ed  a p u r p o se, a l i f e, a g o al  t h at  
h as n o t h in g  t o  d o  w i t h  t r u t h .   
 
And th is problem  cannot  be defeated by hearing that  there is such a lie.   This 
problem  isnÕt  rem oved by learning t rue th ings.   This problem  is only dealt  when t he 
m an who is the lie is dest royed by the cross.   When the nature of darkness is 
dest royed by light .    
 
Yes,  every act  of the Spirit  of God is unto th is end.  The greatest  t hing t hat  t he Holy 
Spirit  is always t ry ing to do is expose som ething that  we couldnÕt  believe unless he 
show us.   We would never believe it ,  but  those who have seen Him  who is Truth 
know it .   Know what?  What  does the Spir it  show the heart  who will turn?  He 
sh o w s t h em  t h at  t h e i r  p r ob l em  is  n o t  w i t h  l y in g , t h ei r  p r o b lem  i s t h at  t h ey  
a r e t h e l i e.  Th ey  h av e b eco m e t h e  l i e.   
 
And th is is precisely  what  happens when Christ  begins t o be revealed in you.   When 
you are born of Spir it  and t hen taught  by Spirit .   You see that  it  not  just  that  you 
need som e m ore light ,  you realize t hat  even your light  is darkness.  Even your 
righteousness is filthy rags.   Even your fact s were not  t he t ruth.  You donÕt  just  need 
to love som e m ore, you understand even your love to be im pure.   You are not  
st ruggling w ith darkness,  you ARE the darkness that  you st ruggle with.   By nature 
we are t he darkness into which Christ  com es and m ust  shine unto our  displacem ent .    
The t ruth shows you to be t he lie,  and deals w it h you only by death.   
 
Spirit ual growth is the displacem ent  of t he lie by the put t ing off of that  m an.   I  want  
to close by looking at  two verses from  PaulÕs let t ers.   Ephesians 4: 20 Ð 25,  and 
Colossians 3: 9.  And,  as is oft en t he case, they read so m uch bet t er  in t he GreekÉ so 
IÕll g ive a couple lit eral word t ranslat ions.   What  you will see in both of these 
Scriptures is t hat  the lie is only put  off t hrough t he put t ing off of the old m an.   
 
     Eph 4: 20  But  you have not  so learned Christ , 21  if indeed you have heard Him  

and have been taught  in Him ,  as the t ruth is in Jesus:  22  that  you put  off,  
concerning your form er m anner of life,  t he old m an which grows corrupt  
according t o the deceit ful lusts,  23  and be renewed in t he spir it  of your  m ind,  24  
and t hat  you put  on the new m an which was created according to God, in t rue 
righteousness and holiness. 25  Therefore, put t ing away ly ing,  "LET EACH ONE 
OF YOU SPEAK TRUTH WI TH HIS NEIGHBOR,"  for  we are m em bers of one 
another.   

 
A lit eral t ranslat ion of verse 25 would read Ð Òthrough th isÓ or  Òconsequent ly,  put t ing 
off the lieÓ or  Òput t ing off the falseÓ.  There is no way t hat  Paul is just  singling out  
the specific sin of bearing false w it ness and t elling people t o st op it .   What  he says 
here has to relate to what  he has j ust  descr ibed.   What  has he just  described?  He 
just  descr ibed learning Chr ist ,  being taught  in Him , by Him ,  as t he t ruth is in Jesus.   
And in so doing, put t ing off,  cast ing off the old m an and being renewed in the spirit  
of your m ind.  Consequent ly  cast ing off the false.  Through t his put t ing off the false,  
and com ing t o speak t ruth.   
 
There is no doubt  in m y m ind t hat  Paul is talking about  far m ore than just  
exaggerat ing how big of a f ish you caught ,  or  lying about  get t ing a prom  date when 
really  she turned you down.   I ts m uch bigger than t hat .   I t  is a put t ing off of the lie 
because t he person of t ruth is shining as Light  in your  soul and displacing darkness.   
I t  is speaking t he t ruth as it  is in Chr ist ,  as it  com es out  from  Christ ,  one t o another , 



because we are m em bers of one another,  being m em bers of Him .  I t  is breaking 
from  the lie that  has defined our  v iew of all th ings, and awakening us to His view  Ð 
which is the t ruth of all th ings.   
 
I t  says the sam e thing,  in t he sam e exact  context ,  in Colossians 3: 9.    
 

Col 3: 9  Do not  lie to one another,  since you have put  off t he old m an with h is 
deeds,  10  and have put  on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according 
to the im age of Him  who created him ,   

 
Cease declaring, living, believing,  seeing t he lie.   Why?  Because you have put  off 
that  m an,  and have put  on t he new who is renewed in t rue know ledge in order  to 
accord w ith t he im age of Him  who created us anew in Chr ist  Jesus.   WeÕll pick up 
next  week.   


